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Summary

Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Balfour Beatty to undertake a
trial trench evaluation of Land Parcel 1 of the Lower Thames Crossing Pre-Enabling
Works. Land Parcel 1, also known as Masons Corner, is located ¢ 200m north of the
hamlet of Orsett Heath within the county of Essex and Thurrock unitary authority (NGR
563914 180335). The evaluation comprised 49 trenches and was completed between
the 28th November and the 6th December 2019.

Two trenches in the north-western part of the site contained features that were dated
to the late Bronze Age, including a NE-SW ditch, a pit and a posthole. This indicates
late Bronze Age activity in this area, although a more detailed interpretation of this is
not possible from the scant remains encountered.

A number of undated archaeological features were identified within the northern,
eastern and south-western part of the site, including two postholes, a NW-SE aligned
ditch, a NE-SW aligned ditch, a NW-SE aligned gully and four pits.

Two NNW-SSE aligned ditches in the western part of the site match a linear cropmark
and a field boundary on the Orsett 1840 tithe map and are very likely post-medieval in
date. Another NE-SW ditch was also thought to be post-medieval as it also matched
a cropmark that was perpendicular to the NNW-SSE aligned linear.

The site contained a large number of irregular-shaped features, 1-3m in diameter,
which were identified as cropmarks and were targeted in numerous trenches. Where
investigated, these comprised variations in the gravel or sand and silt content of the
geology and were clearly not of archaeological origin.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Project details and scope of work

1.1.1 The Lower Thames Crossing Project is located between the A2 in Kent and
the M25 in the London Borough of Havering. It will run underneath the River
Thames through a tunnel and emerge on the northern side of the river at
East Tilbury. From the North Portal the road will run to the M25 at Junction
29 via the A13 and pass between North and South Ockendon. The
development of the project is managed by LTC, a partnership between
Highways England and a consultancy joint venture set up to oversee the
scheme.

1.1.2 A programme of archaeological trial trenching began in the Essex part of
the scheme in November 2019. A scheme-wide specification for trial
trenching was written by LTC (Highways England 2018), and in July 2019
LTC commissioned Balfour Beatty to deliver the pre-Enabling Works.
Balfour Beatty appointed Oxford Archaeology (hereafter OA) to prepare a
project-wide written scheme of investigation (WSI) for the scheme, which
(at the request of the key archaeological stakeholders) is divided into two
parts, one for the Kent section, the other for Essex and Havering (Oxford
Archaeology 2019a, 2019b).

1.1.3 Following completion of the project-wide WSIs, OA was also instructed to
prepare a series of site-specific or group-site specific WSlIs for approval by
the key archaeological stakeholders in advance of trial trenching to inform
the Development Consent Order (DCO). A detailed WSI was created for
Land Parcel 1 prior to the trial trenching (Oxford Archaeology 2019c). The
WSI details the archaeological background and potential within Land Parcel
1 (Oxford Archaeology 2019c). It also indicated the archaeological aims and
objectives appropriate to the investigation of this land parcel by trenching,
and set out the methodology. This WSI was approved by Richard Havis,
Principal Historic Environment Consultant for Place Services, Essex
County Council, prior to the start of the fieldwork. Oxford Cotswold
Archaeology was commissioned as Balfour Beatty’s archaeological
contractor to undertake the evaluation in accordance with the approved
WSI and local and national planning policies.

1.1.4 The fieldwork was completed between the 28th November and the 6th
December 2019. All work also followed the MoRPHE Project Manager's
guide (Historic England 2015), and the Code of Conduct of the Chartered
Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA). The archaeological works adhered to the
standards and guidance for archaeological evaluation, excavation and
archiving (CIfA 2014a; CIFA 2014b).

1.1.5 The work was monitored by Richard Havis and Katie Lee-Smith, Place
Services, ECC advising the Borough of Thurrock.
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1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1 Land Parcel 1 is located ¢ 200m north of the hamlet of Orsett Heath (Fig.
1) within the county of Essex and Thurrock unitary authority (NGR TQ
63914 80335). It is sub-square in shape, and covers an area of 8.43ha. This
land parcel is also located 300m south of the A13 and 100m east of the
A1089. Heath Road, which serves houses just beyond the western edge of
the site, runs parallel to the A1089 and lies just outside the south-west
corner of the site. The parcel is bounded to the north by the A1013, to the
east by both the Whitecroft care home and an open field, to the south by an
open field and to the west by Heath Road and the properties adjoining it.

1.2.2 The bedrock geology of Land Parcel 1 is mixed, being Thanet Formation
(sand) in the southern half of the site and Lambeth Group - clay, silt and
sand in the northern edge of the land parcel. The whole site is covered by
superficial geology of the Boyn Hill Gravel Member (sand and gravel) which
was formed in the Quaternary Period up to 2 million years ago (BGS 2019).

1.2.3 Theland is currently in use as an arable field. Within the 1km site buffer the
land use is a mixture of agricultural land and urban development associated
with the town of Grays to the south-west, Orsett Heath and Chadwell St
Mary to the south and the hamlet of Baker Street to the north.

1.2.4 The site is situated on an upland area to the south of Orsett and is relatively
flat at 25m aOD, although it rises slightly to the north-west, up to 26m aOD
along the A1013, and drops slightly towards the south end. The Mar Dyke
valley lies 1.2km to the north-west, and this is the nearest large river to the
site.

1.3 Previous investigations

1.3.1  No known below-ground archaeological investigation has been undertaken
within this land parcel.
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1.4 Archaeological and historical background

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

1.4.5

1.4.6

1.4.7

1.4.8

The chronological summary of known archaeology given below is taken
from the detailed WSI for Land Parcel 1 (Oxford Archaeology 2019c). The
site is situated on the terrace to the south of the Mar Dyke valley where
Holocene prehistoric features, find spots and cropmarks have been
identified. The cropmarks that have been recorded within the site are those
mapped by the ‘Aerial Investigation and Mapping Report’ (Place Services
2019). These cropmarks are shown on Figure 2.

Palaeolithic. A number of individual Palaeolithic artefact find spots have
been recorded 0.6-1km to the south and 0.6km to the east of the site.

Mesolithic. Mesolithic finds spots have been recorded 0.4-0.6km to the
south-east and 0.6-0.8km to the south of the site.

Neolithic. A scheduled early Neolithic causewayed enclosure (Aerial
Investigation and Mapping Report site 17A) is located 1km east of the site,
and find spots of Neolithic flints are recorded just north-west of this.
Neolithic flints have also been recorded across several fields 0.6-0.8km
south-east of the site. A cropmark narrow rectangular enclosure, aligned
east-west with rounded ends is known only 40m from the south-east corner
of the site, and from its morphology this is suspected to be a mortuary
enclosure of Neolithic date.

Bronze Age. The site is located 1km south-east of the Orsett (Grey Goose
Farm) Cropmark Complex. This is a scheduled monument that comprises
an extensive and dense multi-period site. It includes two adjacent circular
ring ditches on the edge of the terrace which may represent early Bronze
Age barrows (Aerial Investigation and Mapping Report 13, 14 and 15).

Several late Bronze Age to early Iron Age features were identified during
the Baker Street excavation along the A13, located ¢ 600m north-west of
the site. This included one large pit, a gully and three small pits 0.25-0.5m
in diameter, which contained flint-gritted pottery and charcoal, and eight
postholes containing fired clay and charcoal. The eight postholes may have
formed an oval building measuring 4.5 by 6m (Wilkinson 1980, 15-16).

The cropmark of a possible ring-ditch which may well represent a ploughed-
out round barrow was identified only 40m north of the site (Aerial
Investigation and Mapping Report site 21).

Iron Age. The Neolithic causewayed enclosure located 1km east of the site
was overlain by an unenclosed early Iron Age site and a middle Iron Age
sub-rectangular enclosure (Hedges and Buckley 1978, 219-308).
Cropmarks including pits, linear features and ring ditches extend from the
area of the scheduled early Iron Age enclosure both south-west towards
the site and north-west (Aerial Investigation and Mapping Report sites 17A,
17B and 72). Within these a sub-rectangular enclosure some 0.6km east of
the site may well be of Iron Age date.
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1.4.9

1.4.10

1.4.11

1.4.12

1.4.13

1.4.14

1.4.15

A large quantity of high status Iron Age material was recovered by metal
detectorists from a field 0.6km east of the site and within the area of the
scheme. This find spot may have been located within an extensive
rectilinear enclosure located 0.2km east of the site (discussed below). Two
Iron Age vessels were also found 0.5km north of the site.

The Roman period. A late Iron Age to late Roman farmstead and several
possible Roman sites are located on the gravel ridge 1-1.5km north-west of
the site.

An extensive cropmark complex that includes one very large rectilinear
enclosure and several smaller ones linked by trackways or field boundaries
was identified by the aerial survey 0.2km east of the site (Aerial
Investigation and Mapping Report site 20). The large enclosure is on a
north-west to south-east alignment and contains sub-divisions, pits and
curvilinear smaller enclosures. Another trackway is evident a little further
south leading SSE to a further cropmark enclosure south of the scheme,
which was characterized as late Iron Age or Roman (Buckley, Hedges and
Priddy 1987).

The medieval period. Mid-Saxon activity has been identified east and
north-east of the site. The Orsett causewayed enclosure was reused as a
Saxon funerary monument in the 7th-8th century. A Saxon settlement was
also located 1.5km north-east of the site at Orsett Cock.

A dense pattern of pits of varying size and shape are dispersed across the
Orsett Cropmark Complex (Aerial Investigation and Mapping Report, sites
13-14) located 1km north-west of the site. Some of the pits are elongated
in shape and these are thought likely to represent Saxon sunken-featured
buildings (Place Services 2019). However, excavations directly to the south
of the monument indicated that some of these features identified as pits by
cropmark interpretation were of geological origin (Wilkinson 1988, 13-17).
Saxon artefacts were however recorded in some features, demonstrating
that there may have been a Saxon settlement in the vicinity.

Some of the discrete features identified from cropmarks within the site are
also of similar size to sunken- featured buildings, but these too may also
prove to be geological, or alternatively, as the ‘pits’ are of a variety of sizes
and shapes, some rather irregular, many may prove to be small quarries of
medieval or later date.

In the late Saxon and later medieval period the site was located within the
parish of Orsett. The nucleated medieval settlement of Orsett was located
1km north-east of the site. It is likely that in the later medieval period the
site was used as agricultural land associated with this settlement. A number
of roughly north-south aligned droveways have been observed as
cropmarks within the wider area and these may have been used to take
livestock to and from the marshland to the upland ridge.
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1.4.16 Post-medieval period. Documentary evidence indicates that the site was
situated just to the south of an NE-SW road from Stifford to Stanford. It was
also located east of a NNW-SSE aligned road from the hamlet of Baker
Street to Chadwell St Mary. The 1805 First Edition OS map indicates that
there may have been several houses along the Chadwell road, just west of
the site. The Grade Il listed 18th-century Whitecrofts Farmhouse is located
immediately east of the site.

1.4.17 In the post-medieval period the site was likely to have been used as
agricultural land just north of Orsett Heath. A NNW-SSE and a NE-SW
aligned linear were identified by the aerial survey within the site. These are
both regular and are in alignment or perpendicular with the post-medieval
roads to the north and west of the site. A NNW-SSE aligned linear field
boundary is shown on the ¢ 1840 Orsett Tithe map (D/CT 264/1a) in roughly
the same position as the cropmark and it is therefore likely that both of these
linear features are post-medieval field boundaries.

1.4.18 Undated features and cropmarks. The site contains a large number of
cropmark pit-like features of an unknown date and function across an
extensive area. It is unclear if these are true archaeological features or if
they are of geological origin. The site also contains a NW-SE aligned linear
which is not as regular as the possible medieval or post-medieval field
boundaries discussed above (Fig. 2). These features were identified by the
aerial survey report (Aerial Investigation and Mapping Report site 21).

1.4.19 Undated cropmarks have also been identified 0.2km west of the site
including enclosures, linears, large sub-circular pits and a ring-ditch (Aerial
Investigation and Mapping Report site 23).
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2 Project Aims

2.1 General aims

211  The general project aims of the project were as follows:

2.1.2 To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains along the
line of the scheme, and the extent of any areas where remains appear likely
to be absent;

2.1.3 In areas where archaeological remains are known or suspected, to clarify
the reliability of the cropmark or geophysical survey evidence;

214 In areas where no archaeological remains are indicated by aerial or
geophysical survey, to clarify whether this apparent absence of remains is
genuine;

2.1.5 Todetermine the degree of complexity of any surviving horizontal or vertical
stratigraphy, and in particular, to investigate areas where topography
indicates the likelihood of deep deposit sequences for evidence of buried
archaeological horizons and palaeo-environmental sequences;

2.1.6 Where remains are present, to determine the period(s) represented, the
extent, state of preservation and character of the archaeological remains;

2.1.7 To establish the range and state of preservation of archaeological artefacts,
and through their recovery and examination, to establish the potential for
information about the economy, status and contacts of past inhabitants of
the scheme footprint;

2.1.8 To determine whether palaeo-environmental remains are preserved, and,
where these are found, to determine their types (eg charred plant remains,
waterlogged remains, molluscan remains), state of preservation and
potential for environmental information. This will be achieved through the
recovery of samples from sedimentary sequences and archaeological
features suitable for assessment of a range of palaeoenvironmental
remains (eg charred and waterlogged plant remains, charcoal, insects,
pollen, diatoms, ostracods/foraminifera and molluscs) and scientific dating
(eg radiocarbon and OSL dating);

2.1.9 To investigate and record the extent, character and chronology of the
sedimentary sequences, in particular those immediately adjacent to and in
floodplains, contained within palaeochannels or in dry valleys, and to use
the data to refine existing geoarchaeological (predictive) deposit models.

2.1.10 To place any identified archaeological remains into their local and, where
appropriate, regional or national context, and to assess the implications of
any such discoveries for our current understanding of settlement and
landscape change in the area, including an assessment of the associations
of any remains with reference to the historic landscape;

2.1.11 To provide sufficient information to enable the LTC archaeological advisor,
in consultation with the Key Archaeological Stakeholders, to determine the
significance of the archaeological assets identified within the land parcel;
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2.1.12

2.1.13

To provide a report on the discoveries to inform the Environmental
Statement (ES) supporting the Development Consent Order (DCO) and
support the preparation of a further archaeological mitigation strategy for
the Enabling Works and Construction phases of the scheme;

Following the DCO, to deposit the report in the public domain, and to
generate an accessible and useable archive which will allow future research
of the evidence to be undertaken.

2.2 Specific objectives

2.2.1

222

223

224

2.2.5

2.2.6

2.2.7

2.2.8

229

2.2.10

2.2.11

2.2.12

The specific project objectives were as follows:

To conduct the programme of archaeological investigation within the
general research parameters and objectives defined by the revised East of
England Research Framework (Medlycott 2011), and to take account of the
aims and objectives of the Greater Thames Estuary Historic Environment
Research Framework.

To clarify through targeting of apparently blank areas whether the
cropmarks provide an accurate representation of the range, quantity and
types of archaeological features present within the parcel;

To investigate activity carried out around burial monuments of the Neolithic
and early Bronze Age, whether peripheral burial, deposits related to visits,
or reuse for burial or other purposes in later periods.

To clarify whether the circular ring-ditches scattered along the scheme are
the remains of burial monuments or “shrines’ of the Bronze Age, and if so,
to establish their date and duration of use within and beyond the period.

To look for evidence of early Bronze Age settlement or other activity in the
vicinity of burial monuments or “shrines’.

To further clarify the density and range of sites of the later Bronze Age
within the scheme corridor, and to use both artefactual and scientific dating
to assist in establishing whether occupation was long-lasting, repeated or
shifting.

To clarify whether the predominance of early and late lron Age activity
currently apparent within the scheme area is genuine, or whether sites of
middle Iron Age date are equally common.

To establish the extent, character and density of Roman activity within the
scheme area, and in particular, whether the undated cropmark enclosures
are Roman, and if so, establish their duration of use.

To determine whether further evidence of pottery production is present
within the scheme area, and if so, to date and characterise this.

To establish the character and date of the extensive pits across the land
parcel, and to determine whether these are all of one type or period, or
whether they encompass several types and span several periods of activity;

To clarify the extent and character of the Saxon activity around that found
on the A13 at Orsett Cock, and clarify the date and development of this
within the Saxon period, and its relationship to the middle Saxon burials
found at the causewayed enclosure site to the south.
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2.2.13 To establish the date of the possible medieval or post-medieval field
boundaries that have been identified within the land parcel;

2.2.14 To establish whether a possible medieval droveways extend northwards
through the land parcel,

2.2.15 To look for evidence of medieval and post-medieval farmsteads which may
have been located along the roadways within the northern and western part
of the land parcel.
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3 Methodology

3.1 Constraints

3.1.1  Overhead power lines limited the area of the site available for trial trenching.
These comprised three parallel WNW-ESE aligned overhead lines which
bisected the south-western corner of the site. There was also an overhead
power line which ran along the southern edge of the site.

3.1.2 These limitations were taken into account when designing the detailed
trench layout.

3.2 Methodology for the evaluation

3.2.1 The total land parcel area was 8.43ha, and the area available for
investigation excluding areas of services, hedgerows and other constraints
was 7.60 ha. The archaeological trial trenching comprised a total of 49
trenches, with 45 trenches measuring 30m x 2m, three trenches (Trenches
6, 7 and 49) measuring 20m x 2m and one trench (Trench 33) measuring
15m x 8m. Combined, these represent a 3.86% sample of the area
available for trenching. The location of the trenches is shown on Figure 2.

3.2.2 The trench design was developed to target cropmark features identified by
the aerial investigation and mapping report (Place Services 2019), and
otherwise to provide even coverage of the blank areas. Trenches 9, 15, 26,
27, 32, 39, 43 and 45 targeted linear cropmark features. Trenches 4, 5, 6,
7, 8,15, 24, 33, 36, 46 48 and 49 targeted possible discrete (Fig. 2).

3.2.3 All trenches were located using a Global Positioning System (GPS) prior to
machine excavation. All trenches were excavated using a tracked
excavator fitted with a toothless bucket under constant archaeological
supervision.

3.2.4 Revealed features were hand cleaned and sampled by hand excavation.
They were recording as outlined with the approved WSI. All finds were
bagged by context throughout the evaluation and were recovered for further
investigation.
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4

Results

4.1
4.1.1

41.2

413

Introduction and presentation of results

The results of the evaluation are presented below, and include a
stratigraphic description of the trenches that contained archaeological
remains. The full details of all trenches with dimensions and depths of all
deposits can be found in Appendix A. Finds data are tabulated in Appendix
B.

Context numbers reflect the trench numbers unless otherwise stated, for
example pit 102 is a cut within Trench 1, while ditch 304 is a cut within
Trench 3.

An overview of the results for the site is shown on Figure 2. Further detailed
plans of the trenches which contained archaeological features are sown on
Figures 3-7 and selected sections are shown on Figures 8 and 9.

4.2 General soils and ground conditions

4.2.1

422

423

424

The soil sequence varied across the site with a natural geology of silty sand
and silty clay across the southern half of the site and a silty clay with
patches of gravel across the northern part of the site. A nearby borehole
from the British Geological Survey along the A1089 (TQ68SW81 at 563710,
180200) indicates that the Boyn Hill Sand and Gravel extends ¢ 4.5m below
the surface in this area. This suggests that only the surface geology of Boyn
Hill Sand and Gravel was encountered during this evaluation. The variation
in the geology may have been influenced by the Lambeth Gravels which
underlie the northern part of the site and the Thanet Sand which underlies
the southern part of the site.

A thin subsoil layer (c 0.15m thick) of grey brown silty clay was encountered
in Trenches 13, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, 35, 36 in the central and northern part
of the site. This is likely to be the relict remains of a former plough soil which
now lies below the depth of the modern ploughing.

The topsoil was a dark grey brown silty clay or silty sand which was 0.28-
0.5m thick.

Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, and the
site remained dry throughout. Archaeological features, where present, were
relatively easy to identify against the underlying geology. Several silty areas
identified within the trenches were investigated and proved to be of natural
origin.

4.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits

4.3.1

Archaeological features were located in Trenches 3, 5, 6, 20, 21, 22, 26,
27, 28, 29, 38, 40, 43, and 47. Two trenches (Trench 28 and 40) had three
features (2803, 4002 and 4004) that contained pottery which dates to the
late Bronze Age. These features were located within the north-western part
of the site.
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4.3.2 The evaluation confirmed the presence of several linear features within the
site, which had been identified as cropmarks by the aerial investigation and
mapping report (Place Services 2019). The features included 2603, 2704,
4302 and possibly 2003. These are discussed in more detail below.

44 Trench3

4.4.1 An area of possible modern disturbance (305) was recorded in the centre
of the trench. This feature was sub-circular and was 0.68m in diameter and
0.11m deep. It contained dark grey silty sand which was similar to the
topsoil. This feature is likely to be relatively recent in date.

4.4.2 A natural feature (303) was also recorded.

45 Trenchb5

4.5.1 Trench 5 contained a treehole (502) at the northern end of the trench. This
was sub-circular and was 0.64m in diameter and 028m deep. It contained
a single sterile fill.

46 Trench6

4.6.1 Trench 6 contained two sub-circular postholes at the northern end of the
trench (602 and 604) (Fig. 3). The postholes were of similar dimensions
and both contained single sterile grey brown silty sandy fills.

4.7 Trench 20

4.7.1 Trench 20 contained a NW-SE aligned ditch (2003) at the western end of
the trench (Figs 4 and 8 Section 2000). The ditch had a well-defined profile
and was 0.86m wide and 0.16m deep. It contained two sterile fills (2004
and 2005).

4.7.2 ltis possible that ditch 2003 represents the northern continuation of a linear
cropmark identified to the west. This suggests a placement error margin of
9m for the cropmark, although it should be noted that the larger linear
cropmarks to the west (Trenches 26 and 43) correlate exactly to identified
features.

48 Trench 21

4.8.1 Trench 21 contained a NE-SW aligned ditch (2102) at the southern end of
the trench (Figs 4 and 8 Section 2100; Plate 1). The ditch was 0.67m wide
and 0.14m deep and was U-shaped in profile. It contained a single fill (2103)
that yielded a worked flint flake.

49 Trench 22

4.9.1 Trench 22 contained three features: two possible pits (2203 and 2005)
and a gully (2207) (Fig. 4).
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49.2

493

Gully 2207 was located within the eastern end of the trench and was
curvilinear in plan and aligned roughly NW-SE. The gully was 0.37m wide
and 0.14m deep with a steeply sloped side and a flat base (Fig. 8 Section
2201). It contained one fill (2208) comprising a dark brown sandy silt with
occasional stone and flint and occasional pieces of charcoal. This gully was
truncated on its eastern side by a possible pit (2005) which was 0.78m wide
and 0.19m deep with moderately steep side and a concave base. The pit
contained a single sterile grey sand silt fill (2206).

A further possible pit (2203) was recorded in the centre of the trench. It
contained a single grey brown silty sterile fill (2204).

410 Trench 26

4.10.1

4.10.2

Trench 26 contained a ditch (2603) which was aligned NNW-SSE and was
1.25m wide and 0.30m deep (Figs 5 and 8 Section 2601; Plate 2). The ditch
contained a single homogeneous grey brown silty sand fill (2604).

This ditch matches the alignment and position of a linear cropmark which
was recorded at this location by the aerial investigation and mapping report
(Figs 2 and 5).

4.11 Trench 27

4111

4.11.2

411.3

Trench 27 contained a pit (2702) at the southern end and a ditch at the
northern end (2704) (Fig. 5).

Pit 2702 was 1.68m wide and 0.21m deep. It had concave sides and a flat
base and contained a single sterile silty sandy fill (2703).

Ditch 2704 at the northern end of the trench was aligned NE-SW and was
1.34m wide and 0.43m deep with a flat base and moderately steep sides
(Fig. 8 Section 2701; Plate 3). The ditch contained one fill (2705), a brown
grey silty sand. As with ditch 2603 in nearby Trench 26, ditch 2704
appeared to match the alignment and position of a linear cropmark which
was recorded at this location by the aerial investigation and mapping report
(Figs 2 and 5).

412 Trench 28

4121

Trench 28 contained a posthole (2803) in the centre of the trench which
was sub-circular in plan and 0.24m diameter (Fig. 6). The posthole had
steep sides and a U-shaped base and was 0.21m deep (Fig. 9 Section
2800; Plate 4). The posthole contained a single grey silty clay fill (2804)
which yielded three small sherds of Bronze Age pottery.

413 Trench 29

4.13.1

Trench 29 contained a pit (2903) in the southern half of the trench (Fig. 6)
which was 1m in diameter and 0.38m deep with moderately steep sides
and a concave base. The pit contained a single sterile fill (2904)
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4.14 Trench 33

4.14.1 Trench 33 contained several amorphous patches of gravel 2-3m wide,
which included large pebbles up to ¢ 100mm in diameter. These features
were of natural origin. These features are the likely origin of the sub-oval
cropmarks that were identified in this area.

4.15 Trench 38

4.15.1 Trench 38 contained a pit (3803) in the southern part of the trench which
extended eastwards into the bulk of the trench (Fig. 7). The visible part of
the pit was 0.36m wide and 0.13m deep with a shallow western side and a
concave base (Fig. 9 Section 3800; Plate 5). The pit contained one fill
(3802), a brown silty sand with frequent pieces of charcoal and small
stones.

4.15.2 An environmental sample (1) was taken from fill 3802. This yielded charcoal
and clinker-like material which could not be identified further. No other plant
remains were identified in the flot.

416 Trench 40

4.16.1 Trench 40 contained two features, pit 4002 within the northern end of the
trench and ditch 4004 within the southern end (Fig. 6).

4.16.2 Pit 4002 was circular in plan and measured 0.70m in diameter and 0.09m
deep. The pit contained a single dark grey silty sand fill (4003) with some
gravel inclusions (Fig. 9 Section 4000). This deposit produced 30 sherds of
Bronze Age pottery and one small fragment of unworked burnt flint.

4.16.3 Ditch 4004 was aligned NE-SW and was 0.55m wide and 0.19m deep with
a well-defined U-shaped profile (Fig. 9 Section 4001; Plate 6). The ditch
contained a single brown silty clay fill (4005) yielding eight small sherds of
Bronze Age pottery.

417 Trench 43

4.17.1 Trench 43 contained a NW-SE aligned ditch (4302) within the southern end
of the trench (Fig. 7). The ditch was 1.2m wide and 0.36m deep with
moderately steep sides and a concave base (Fig. 9 Section 4300). This
contained two fills, a lower fill of grey brown silty sand (4303) and an upper
fill of yellow brown silty sand (4304).

4.17.2 This ditch closely matches the alignment and position of a linear cropmark
which was recorded at this location by the aerial investigation and mapping
report (Figs 2 and 7). There was no sign of the NE-SW aligned linear in the
northern part of the trench as suggested by the aerial investigation and
mapping report.

418 Trench 47

4.18.1 Trench 47 contained four features: a linear feature (4702), a sub-oval
feature (4704) and two amorphous features (4706 and 4708). The two
amorphous features in the southern end of the trench were sampled and
identified as natural features and were not excavated in greater detail

(Fig.2).
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4.18.2

4.18.3

The sub-oval feature (4704) in the northern part of the trench was 0.84m in
diameter and 0.23m deep with a U-shaped profile. This feature contained
one sterile fill (4705), a friable red brown sandy silt with fine gravel
inclusions. The fill (4703) was very similar to the surrounding geology but
with finer gravels and was therefore thought that 4704 was a natural
geological feature.

The linear feature in the centre of the trench (4702) was aligned ENE-WSW
and had a gentle slope on the eastern side and a steeper slope on the
western side and a concave shaped base. It contained one fill (4703), an
orange brown silt sand with occasional pebbles. The section indicated
darker areas of vertical bioturbation and darker patches of straining on the
sides of the excavated feature which is perhaps suggestive of rooting. On
this basis it is possible that this feature could be the relict remains of a
former hedgerow.

4.19 Finds summary

4.19.1

4.19.2

4.19.3

Late Bronze Age pottery. Three contexts produced 41 sherds of pottery
weighing 203g, comprising 30 sherds (163g) within 4003, eight sherds
(25¢g) in 4005 and three sherds (15g) in 2804. All the pottery could belong
to the same period and are probably late Bronze Age, but could also
conceivably belong to the early or middle Iron Age periods. In addition, one
vessel in context 4003 had a pinched cordon which is an uncommon feature
of late Bronze Age and early/middle Iron Age assemblages.

Worked flint. A small assemblage of four struck flints and a single fragment
of burnt unworked flint weighing 3g was recovered from five contexts (1400,
2103, 2300, 3600 and 4003). Three of the pieces of worked flint were
recovered from the topsoil (1400, 2300 and 3600), one flake was found in
ditch 2102, and one piece of unworked burn flint came from pit 4002.

None of the worked flint is closely dateable.

4.20 Environmental summary

One sample was taken from fill 3802 of pit 3803 which produced charcoal
and clinker-like material. The charcoal was not identifiable to species. No
other plant remains were identified in the flot.
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5

Discussion

5.1
5.1.1

51.2

51.3

51.4

5.2
5.2.1

Reliability of field investigation

The archaeological features were reasonably well defined against the
underlying Boyn Hill Gravel, although several deposits were sample
excavated to establish if they were of geological or archaeological
significance. In all examples, the features confirmed the initial
interpretations.

There was a correlation between the aerial survey cropmarks and the
archaeological features in Trenches 26, 27 and 43. This included linear
features cropmarks 2603, 2704 and 4302. The NNW-SSE linear found in
Trench 43 was also looked for in Trench 15 and 39 but was not identified.
The NE-SW linear in Trench 43 and the NNW-SSE linear in Trench 9 were
also not identified. Where linear features were identified (2603, 2704 and
4302), they were only 0.30-0.43m deep. It is therefore possible that
evidence of these ditches within Trenches 15 and 39 has been truncated
by ploughing, as the site is in use as an arable field. The aerial photos that
were sourced for plotting the cropmarks on the site were dated 1972 and
1982 (MEX18160). It is conceivable that modern ploughing may have
truncated parts of these features in the 30-40 years since the aerial
photographs were taken.

The discrete features identified as cropmarks in Trenches 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 15,
24, 33, 36, 46 48 and 49 were not identified during the excavation, with the
exception of the gravel patches in Trench 33. It is likely that the discrete
features in the other trenches were all natural features and this possibility
is discussed further below in Section 5.2.

The north-western part of the site contained previously unidentified areas
of sparse archaeological features in Trenches 27, 28, 29 and 40, three of
which contained late Bronze Age pottery (2803, 4002 and 4004). The
eastern part of the site also contained several archaeological features in
Trenches 20, 21 and 22 and one Trench (6) in the south-western part of the
site which contained two postholes. It is likely that the absence of
archaeological remains in the north-eastern and south-eastern part of the
site reflects an absence of archaeological activity in these areas.

Interpretation

Mesolithic/Neolithic. Four worked flints were found across the site
although only one within could be dated, an edge retouch preparation blade
within topsoil 1400. This blade was tentatively dated to the early Neolithic
but could also be Mesolithic in date. Neolithic activity is known nearby,
including an early Neolithic causewayed enclosure located 1km east of the
site, several Neolithic finds in the area and a possible mortuary enclosure
40m from the south-east corner of the site.
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5.2.2

5.2.3

524

5.2.5

5.2.6

5.2.7

5.2.8

The presence of flint artefacts in low concentrations is a common feature of
swathes of landscape where there is surrounding prehistoric activity and
this does not necessarily reflect the presence of significant archaeological
features or deposits at these locations.

Late Bronze Age. Three features were tentatively dated to the late Bronze
Age in the north-western part of the site. This includes posthole 2803, pit
4002 and NE-SW aligned ditch 4004. These contained late Bronze Age
pottery, although it is possible that the pottery could date to the early Iron
Age. One of the vessels within context 4003 had a pinched cordon which is
unusual but consistent with late Bronze Age and early/middle Iron Age
assemblages.

In the wider area there are several examples of late Bronze Age to early
Iron Age settlements. The nearest was excavated at Baker Street during
the A13 excavations, located ¢ 600m north-west of the site. That excavation
recorded several late Bronze Age to early Iron Age features, including pits,
a gully and eight postholes, which may have formed an oval building
(Wilkinson 1988, 15-16).

Post-medieval. The NNW-SSE-aligned cropmark which bisects the
western part of the site is very likely the same linear field boundary shown
on the ¢ 1840 Orsett Tithe map (D/CT 264/1a). This field boundary divided
two fields west of the Grade Il listed (1111566) farmhouse known as
Heathers (later Whitecrofts Farmhouse), which was constructed in the 18th
century.

Ditches 2603 and 4302 in Trenches 26 and 43 are undated but they match
the alignment and position of the NNW-SSE cropmark and also the field
boundary shown on the 1840 Orsett Tithe map (Fig. 2). This suggests that
these ditches are very likely post-medieval in date. The NNE-SSW linear
cropmark to the west of the site was confirmed by ditch 2704 and this may
also be post-medieval in date, although perhaps pre-dating the 1840 Orsett
Tithe map. These field boundaries are not shown on the OS first edition of
1873 and therefore they are likely to have been removed prior to this date.

Undated. A number of undated archaeological features were identified
within Trenches 6, 20, 21, 22, 27, 29 and 38. This includes two postholes
(602, 604), a NW-SE aligned ditch (2003), a NE-SW aligned ditch (2102),
a NW-SE aligned gully (2207) and four pits (2203, 2702, 2903, 3803).
These features do not appear to reflect any discernible pattern of activity
and the absence of artefacts and obvious environmental evidence suggests
that they are not closely associated with settlements.

Natural features. The possible relict ENE-WSW hedgerow 4702 in Trench
47 is on a similar alignment to the Stifford-Stanford Road to the north. This
hedgerow may have been an additional field boundary, removed prior to
the mid 19th century.
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5.2.9

5.2.10

Geological features. The site contained a large number of discrete sub-
circular features 1-3m in diameter which were identified as cropmarks and
were targeted in Trenches 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 15, 24, 33, 36, 46 48 and 49. Several
amorphous gravel patches were identified within Trench 33 and these may
be the same features identified as discrete cropmark features by the aerial
survey. The rest of the discrete features were not identified but natural
features were identified and excavated within Trenches 3, 44 and 47.

There appears to have been two types of geological features identified on
the site as indicated by Trenches 3, 33, 44 and 47. One type of natural
feature was identified in Trench 33 which were patches of natural gravels
1-3m wide. This could be a variation in the natural superficial geology of
Boyn Hill gravels. The other type of natural feature was identified in
Trenches 3, 44 and 47. These features were sub-circular, 0.7-0.9m
indiameter, and contained more finely sorted silty sand than the
surrounding more gravelly natural geology. It is possible that these features
are periglacial features and could be comparable to the geological features
that were identified during the Baker Street excavation as part of the A13
widening scheme, located ¢ 600m north-west of the site. This excavation
took place just south of the Orsett Cropmark Complex (1002134) which
contains a dense pattern of pits of varying size and shape. The Baker Street
excavation identified a number of circular features 3-4m diameter and these
were tentatively thought to be periglacial non-sorted or ice wedge polygons
(Wilkinson 1980, 15).

5.3 Evaluation objectives and results

5.3.1

5.3.2

5.3.3

534

5.3.5

This evaluation established the presence of archaeological remains and
investigated their character by analysing artefacts and environmental
evidence. The evaluation also ground-truthed the cropmark evidence as
identified by the 2019 aerial survey (Place Services 2019). The evaluation
also investigated the apparently blank areas where no cropmarks had been
identified.

The archaeological evaluation conducted the investigation within the
general research parameters and objectives defined by the revised East of
England Research Framework (Medlycott 2011), and to took account of the
aims and objectives of the Greater Thames Estuary Historic Environment
Research Framework.

In terms of specific objectives, the evaluation did not find any evidence of
burial monuments of the Neolithic and early Bronze Age date within the site.
The evaluation did establish a low level of Bronze Age activity with three
features in the north-western part (posthole 2803, pit 4002 and NE-SW
aligned ditch 4004). It is possible that the pottery within these features could
be slightly later (early to mid-Iron Age).

The evaluation did not find any evidence of any Roman, Saxon or medieval
activity on the site.
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5.3.6 The extensive number of pits identified as cropmarks within the south and
eastern part of the site are clearly of geological origin. Two types of
geological feature were identified across the site, including patches of
gravel (Trench 33) or areas of finely sorted silty sand (Trenches 3, 44 and
47). The exact process which formed these features is not confirmed
although several of these features may be due to the variation in the Boyn
Hill sand and gravels.

5.3.7 The NNW-SSE field boundary as recorded as a cropmark and by ditches
2603 and 4302 is very likely the same field boundary as shown on the 1840
Orsett Tithe map. This suggests that ditches 2603 and 4302 are post-
medieval in date. Ditch 2704 may also be post-medieval in date and
appears to relate to the same system of field division as 2603 and 4302.

5.3.8 No evidence of medieval droveways or medieval and post-medieval
farmsteads were identified witin the site.
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Appendix A

Trench Tables

Trench 1
General description Orientation | NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.57
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
100 Layer 0.48 Topsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
sand, friable
101 Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 2
General description Orientation
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
200 Layer 0.32 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish
brown, silty clay
201 Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 3
General description Orientation | N-S
Trench contained a single natural feature and a pit, likely to be modern Length (m) | 30
disturbance. The natural geology was overlain by subsoil and topsoil layers. M\igth (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.47
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
300 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid brown grey
clay silt
301 Layer 0.15 Subsoil. Mid grey brown silt
clay
302 Layer Natural. Mid red brown sand
and gravel
303 Cut 0.9 0.13 Natural Feature
304 Fill 303 0.13 Secondary Fill. Mid grey
brown silty sand formed by
natural processes
305 Cut 0.68 0.12 Modern
306 Fill 305 0.12 Deliberate Backfill. Dark
brown grey silt sand, backfill
of modern disturbance
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Trench 4

General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth | 0.34
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
400 Layer 0.34 Ploughsoil. Mid greyish-
brown, silty sand
401 Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand
Trench 5
General description Orientation | NW-
SE
Trench contained possible postholes and pits. The natural geology was Length (m) | 30
overlain by topsoil Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.34
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
500 Layer 0.34 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
501 Layer Natural. Light orangey/yellow
brown, silty sand with gravel
patches
502 Cut 1 0.28 Natural Feature. Tree throw
503 Fill 502 1 0.28 Primary Fill. Light greyish
brown, sandy silt
Trench 6
General description Orientation | N-S
Trench contained two possible postholes. The natural geology was overlain | Length (m) | 20
by topsoil Width (m) 2
Avg. depth | 0.32
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
600 Layer 0.32 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
601 Layer Natural. Light orangey/yellow
silty sand and gravel
602 Cut 0.45 0.24 Posthole. Possible posthole
603 Fill 602 0.45 0.24 Primary Fill. Mid grey brown,
silty sand with gravel
inclusions
604 Cut 0.35 0.18 Posthole. Possible posthole
605 Fill 604 0.35 0.18 Primary Fill. Mid grey brown,
silty sand with gravel
inclusions
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Trench 7

General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 20
Width (m) 2
Avg. depth | 0.31
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
700 Layer 0.31 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
701 Layer Natural. Light orangey/yellow
brown, silt sand with gravel
patches. Plough scars
contamination
Trench 8
General description Orientation | E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth | 0.43
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
800 Layer 0.39 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish
brown, silty sand
801 Layer Natural. Mid greyish brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 9
General description Orientation | NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural Length (m) | 30
geology Width (m) | 2.1
Avg. depth | 0.48
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
900 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid greyish-
brown, silty clay
901 Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,

sand and gravel
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Trench 10

General description Orientation NW/S
E
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2
Avg. depth | 0.36
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 | Layer 0.35 Topsoil. Dark grey brown, silt
sand, friable
1001 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty with large gravel
patches, friable
Trench 11
General description Orientation | E-w
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth | 0.39
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1100 | Layer 0.39 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish-
brown, silty sand
1101 | Layer Natural. Mid orange -brown,
silty sand with some gravel
patches
Trench 12
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural Length (m) | 30
geology. Width (m) | 2.1
Avg. depth 0.44
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1200 | Layer 0.28 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
1201 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with fine gravels
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Trench 13

silty sand with gravel patches

General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth | 0.43
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1300 | Layer 0.29 Ploughsoil. Mid brown grey
silt clay
1301 | Layer 0.14 Subsoil. Mid grey brown silt
clay
1302 | Layer Natural. Mid red brown sand
and gravel
Trench 14
General description Orientation | NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural Length (m) | 30
geology. Width (m) | 2.1
Avg. depth 0.46
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1400 | Layer 0.33 Ploughsoil. Mid greyish-
brown, silty clay
1401 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand and gravel
Trench 15
General description Orientation | E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth 0.36
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1500 | Layer 0.32 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
1501 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
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Trench 16

silty sand with gravel patches

General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth | 0.29
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1600 | Layer 0.29 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish-
brown, silty sand
1601 | Layer Natural. Mid yellowish brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 17
General description Orientation | N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.34
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1700 | Layer 0.25 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
1701 | Layer 0.09 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
1702 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 18
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying the | Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.42
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1800 | Layer 0.28 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish-
brown, silty sand
1801 | Layer Natural. Mid yellowish brown,
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Trench 19

General description Orientation | NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth 0.47
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1900 | Layer 0.30 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish-
brown, silty sand
1901 | Layer Natural. Mid yellowish brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 20
General description Orientation | E-W
Trench contained one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.49
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2000 | Layer 0.23 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
2001 | Layer 0.13 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
2002 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
2003 | Cut 0.86 0.16 Ditch
2004 | Fill 2003 0.86 0.13 Primary Fill. Mid greyish-
brown, silty sand
2005 | Fill 2003 0.33 0.03 Secondary Fill. Light
yellowish-brown, silty sand
with shells inclusion
Trench 21
General description Orientation | NW-
SE
Trench revealed a single NE-SW aligned ditch at the southeast end. The Length (m) | 30
natural geology was overlain by topsoil. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.64
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2100 | Layer 0.34 Topsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
2101 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty clay with gravel
2102 | Cut 0.67 0.14 Ditch. Linear, U-shaped base
2103 | Fill 2102 0.67 0.14 Secondary Fill. Mid grey
brown, silty clay with
infrequent fine gravel.
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Trench 22

General description Orientation NE/S
W
Trench revealed a Ditch/gully, with pit on edge near hedge line and a Length (m) | 30
potential three throw. Consisted of ploughsoil overlying the natural geology  ["\igth (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.42
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2200 | Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
2201 | Layer 0.12 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
2202 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
2203 | Cut 1.09 0.41 Pit
2204 | Fill 2203 1.09 0.41 Primary Fill. Mid grey brown,
silty sand. No finds
2205 | Cut 0.78 0.19 Pit. Possible natural feature.
2206 | Fill 2205 0.78 0.19 Secondary Fill. Mid to dark
brownish grey, sandy silt, no
dating.
2207 | Cut 0.37 0.14 Ditch. Curvilinear feature
2208 | Fill 2207 0.37 0.14 Secondary Fill. Mid to dark
brownish grey, sandy silt, no
dating material,
Trench 23
General description Orientation | NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.44
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2300 | Layer 0.28 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
2301 | Layer 0.14 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
2302 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty clay with gravel patches
Trench 24
General description Orientation | NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.5
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2400 | Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
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2401 | Layer 0.15 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
2402 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty clay with gravel patches
Trench 25
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.47
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2500 | Layer 0.32 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
2501 | Layer 0.1 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
2502 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty clay
Trench 26
General description Orientation | E-W
Trench contained a single ditch. Consisted of ploughsoil overlying natural Length (m) | 30
geology Width (m) | 2
Avg. depth | 0.43
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2600 | Layer 0.33 Ploughsoil. Dark brownish
grey, silty sand
2601 | Layer 0.1 Subsoil. Mid greyish brown,
silty sand
2602 | Layer Natural. Mid orangey brown,
silty sand and gravel
2603 | Cut 1.25 0.3 Ditch. Linear ditch N-S
2604 | Fill 2603 1.25 0.3 Primary Fill. Mid grey brown,
silty sand. Single fill of ditch,
no finds
Trench 27
General description Orientation | N-S
Trench contained one ditch and one pit. Consisted of ploughsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
the natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.42
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2700 | Layer 0.42 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish
brown, silty sand
2701 | Layer Natural. Mixed mid
orange/yellowish brown, silty
sand
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2702 | Cut 1.68 0.21 Pit. Possible tree throw
2703 | Fill 2702 1.68 0.21 Primary Fill. Mid greyish
brown, silty sand
2704 | Cut 1.34 0.43 Ditch. Boundary ditch
2705 | Fill 2704 1.34 043 Primary Fill. Dark brownish
grey, silty sand
Trench 28
General description Orientation | E-W
Trench contained a single posthole. Consists of ploughsoil overlying the Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.42
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2800 | Layer 0.34 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish
brown, silty sand
2801 | Layer 0.08 Subsoil. Mid greyish brown,
silty sand
2802 | Layer Natural. Mid greyish brown,
silty sand and gravel patches
2803 | Cut 0.24 0.21 Posthole
2804 | Fill 2803 0.24 0.21 Primary Fill. Mid brownish
grey, silty sand. Single fill,
pottery found
Trench 29
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contained a single pit. Consists of ploughsoil overlying the natural Length (m) | 30
geology Width (m) | 2
Avg. depth 0.38
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2900 | Layer 0.26 Topsoil. Mid to dark greyish
brown slight yellowish,
friable, sandy silt, small stone
2901 | Layer 0.13 Subsoil. Light yellowish
brown, friable, sandy silt,
numerous small to mid stone
and flint
2902 | Layer Natural. Light to mid reddish
brown mottled yellowish,
firmly friable, gravelly silt,
abundant small to mid stone
and flint
2903 | Cut 1 0.38 Pit steep sloping sides,
moderately gentle break,
concave base, no dating
material, possibly refuse
2904 | Fill 2903 1 0.38 Secondaryfill, mid greyish
brown slight yellowish,
friable, sandy silt, natural
silting, sterile
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Trench 30

General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil and subsoil covering Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.42
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3000 | Layer 0.31 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
3001 | Layer 0.11 Subsoil. Mid greyish brown,
clayey sand
3002 | Layer Natural. Mid orangey/red
brown, silty sand
Trench 31
General description Orientation | NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.49
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3100 | Layer 0.31 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
3101 | Layer 0.16 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
3102 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 32
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.33
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3200 | Layer 0.28 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
3201 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
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Trench 33

General description Orientation NE/S
W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 15
natural geology. Several patches of gravels 1-3m diameter were identified Width (m) 10
in this trench — variations in natural.
Avg. depth | 0.3
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3300 | Layer 0.15 Topsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty sand, friable
3301 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 34
General description Orientation | N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.35
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3400 | Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
3401 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 35
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology and consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlying | Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.43
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3500 | Layer 0.29 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
3501 | Layer 0.1 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
3502 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVLAUATION REPORT LAND PARCEL 1 MASONS CORNER
02_LTC1MCEV_MASONS_CORNER_EB_EDITED_200120.DOCX CONFIDENTIAL
DATE PUBLISHED - 20/01/2020
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2020 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 37
HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00020 PO2 38 of 63




Trench 36

General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology and consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlying | Length (m) | 30
the natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.42
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3600 | Layer 0.28 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
3601 | Layer 0.14 Subsoil. Mid grey brown, silty
clay
3602 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 37
General description Orientation | E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth | 0.34
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3700 | Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid brown grey
silt clay
3701 | Layer 0.13 Subsoil. Mid grey brown silt
clay
3702 | Layer Natural. Mid red brown sand
and gravels
Trench 38
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains one pit. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural geology Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 21
Avg. depth | 0.33
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3800 | Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid greyish
brown silty sand, moderate
stone
3801 | Layer Natural. Light-mid reddish
brown silty sand and gravel
3802 | Fill 3803 0.4 0.13 Secondary Fill. Soft dark
brownish grey silty sand,
frequent small stone and
charcoal
3803 | Cut 0.4 0.13 Pit
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Trench 39

General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 30
Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth | 0.36
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3900 | Layer 0.36 Ploughsoil. Mid brown grey
clay silt
3901 | Layer Natural. Mid red brown sand
and gravel
Trench 40
General description Orientation | N-S
Trench contains one pit and ditch. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural Length (m) | 30
geology of silty-clay, sand and gravel. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.4
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4000 | Layer 0.39 Ploughsoil. Mid-grey brown,
silty-clay
4001 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty-sand with fine gravel
patches
4002 | Cut 0.69 0.09 Pit. Circular
4003 | Fill 4002 0.69 0.09 Primary Fill. Dark greyish
brown, silty sand
4004 | Cut 0.55 0.19 Ditch. Linear
4005 | Fill 4004 0.55 0.19 Primary Fill. Mid grey brown,
silty clay and frequent stone
inclusions
Trench 41
General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural Length (m) | 30
geology Width (m) | 2.1
Avg. depth 0.27
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4100 | Layer 0.27 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish-
brown, silty sand
4101 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
sandy gravel
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Trench 42

General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth | 0.28
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4200 | Layer 0.28 Ploughsoil. Dark greyish-
brown, silty sand
4201 | Layer Natural. Mid orange-brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 43
General description Orientation | NE-
SwW
Trench contained one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural Length (m) | 30
geology Width (m) | 2
Avg. depth 0.27
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4300 | Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
4301 | Layer Natural. Mid orangey brown,
silty sand and gravel
4302 | Cut 1.2 0.36 Ditch. Boundary ditch
4303 | Fill 4302 1.2 0.14 Primary Fill. Dark greyish-
brown, silty sand
4304 | Fill 4302 1.04 0.2 Secondary Fill. Mid
yellowish-brown, silty sand
Trench 44
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural Length (m) | 30
geology Width (m) | 2
Avg. depth | 0.33
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4400 | Layer 0.33 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
4401 | Layer Natural. Mid orangey/red
brown, silty sand and gravel.
Plough scars contamination
4402 | Cut 0.71 0.22 Natural Feature. Irregular
patch. Part of the natural
geology.
4403 | Layer 0.71 0.22 Natural. Silty-clay patch, part
of the natural geology.
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Trench 45

General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil and subsoil overlying Length (m) | 30
natural geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth | 0.32
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4500 | Layer 0.29 Ploughsoil. Mid brown grey
clay silt
4501 | Layer 0.1 Subsoil. Mid grey brown silt
clay
4502 | Layer Natural. Mid red brown sand
and gravel
Trench 46
General description Orientation | NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology and consisted of topsoil and subsoil overlying | Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth | 0.35
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4600 | Layer 0.32 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
4601 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
Trench 47
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench revealed four natural features. Two of the features were left Length (m) | 30
unexcavated. Consists of ploughsoil overlying natural geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth 0.3
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4700 | Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
4701 | Layer Natural. Mid orange brown,
silty sand with gravel patches
4702 | Cut 0.91 0.32 Natural Feature. Linear band
of natural silting, NE-SW
alignment
4703 | Fill 4702 0.91 0.32 Secondary Fill. Mid orange-
brown, Friable, silty sand
with frequent patches of fine
gravel
4704 | Cut 0.84 0.23 Natural Feature. Sub-oval,
possible tree throw
4705 | Fill 4704 0.84 0.32 Secondary Fill. Mid reddish-
brown, sandy-silt, friable,
with frequent fine gravel
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silty sand with gravel patches

4706 | Unexc 0.84 Natural Feature. Layer. Mid
avated orange brown, sandy silt with
feature fine gravel
4707 | Unexc 1.53 Natural Feature. Layer. Mid
avated orange-brown, sandy-silt with
feature frequent fine gravel
Trench 48
General description Orientation NE-SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying | Length (m) | 30
natural geology Width (m) 2
Avg. depth 0.38
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4800 | Layer 0.28 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
4801 | Layer 0.1 Subsoil. Thin subsoil layer
more present on NE end and
disappearing towards SW
4802 | Layer Natural. Mid orangey brown,
silty and gravel
Trench 49
General description Orientation | NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of topsoil overlying natural geology. | Length (m) | 20
Width (m) 2
Avg. depth | 0.3
(m)
Ctxt | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4900 | Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark grey brown,
silty clay
4901 | Layer Natural. Mid orangey brown,
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Appendix B Finds Reports

B.1 Pottery
By Alex Davies

B.1.1 Three contexts produced prehistoric pottery: 4003, 4005, 2804. This totalled 41
sherds weighing 203g. All of the pottery could belong to the same period. The
lack of diagnostic material precluded certain dating, although the material is
probably late Bronze Age, but could belong to the early or middle Iron Age. The
assemblage is presented in Table 1.

B.1.2 The majority of the assemblage was tempered with flint in varying grades. One
vessel had fine sand inclusions. Four vessels were burnished.

B.1.3 Flint is the dominant fabric type in the region in the late Bronze Age, being
replaced with sand through the Iron Age (e.g. Mucking: Barrett and Bond 1988,
25-7; Evans et al. 2016, 158-160, 235-40, 379-80). Locally, however, flint
remained a strong presence into the middle Iron Age, suggesting the possibility
that this pottery is as late as the middle Iron Age (eg Mucking: Evans et al.
2016, 379; Orsett Cock: Brown 1998, 89).

B.1.4 The only vessel that had a recognisable form was a dish with a pinched cordon
from 4003. While dishes are a consistent but uncomment feature of late Bronze
Age and early/middle Iron Age assemblages, the addition of a cordon is highly
unusual. More precise dating of the vessel on the basis of the form is therefore

problematic.

Vessel | Context | Sherds | Weight | Fabric Comment

1 4003 21 100g Flint: Very unusual dish with pinched cordon.
medium-fine Rim dia: 110mm; Base dia: 80mm;

Height: 49mm

2 4003 1 119 Flint: Burnished
medium-fine

3 4003 2 189 Flint: Burnished. Carbonised residue, possibly
medium-fine | enough for C14 dating

4 4003 1 179 Flint: fine Burnished

5 4003 5 179 Sand: fine Burnished

6 4005 1 49 Flint: medium

7 4005 7 21g Flint: Carbonised residue, possibly enough for
medium-fine | C14

8 2804 3 159 Flint: medium | Highly abraded, not surfaces surviving

Table B1: Quantification of prehistoric pottery
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B.2 Flint
By Michael Donnelly

B.2.1 A very small assemblage of four struck flints and a single fragment of burnt
unworked flint weighing 3g was recovered from this evaluation (Table 2). The
struck flint was widely spread across site with only a single example from any
context or trench. The flintwork was largely non-period specific but there was
one blade tool that is very likely to be Mesolithic or early Neolithic in date.

B.2.2 Three of the flints were topsoil finds while the fourth came from ditch 2102, fill
2103. One of the topsoil finds was of note. This piece was recovered from
context 1400 and represented a complex edge retouch preparation blade with
retouch around all its edges. The left edge had scraper-like retouch while the
distal end and right side had areas of denticulated retouch alongside shallower
and more regular knife-like working. This complex blade tool is very probably
early Neolithic in date but could also be Mesolithic.

B.2.3 The single fragment of burnt unworked material came from pit 4002, fill 4003
but could easily have been accidentally burnt.

B.2.4 This small assemblage indicates a limited amount of activity during prehistory
including early prehistoric activity. The scale of this activity is very low and it is
unlikely that any intensive levels of flint-related activity would be encountered
during any further stage of work here.

Methodology

B.2.5 The artefacts were catalogued according to OA South's standard system of
broad artefact/debitage type (Anderson-Whymark 2013; Bradley 1999), general
condition noted and dating was attempted where possible. The assemblage
was catalogued directly onto a spreadsheet.

Context Type Sub-type Notes Date
1400 Other Preparation Complex tool with scraper-like retouch left EPH
retouch blade edge and knife -denticulate retouch right

edge and distal, formed on a preparatory
blade, likely to be early

2103 Flake Inner
2300 Flake Inner Thick piece with edge battering that looks to
be unintentional
3600 Flake Inner Lessor levels of edge damage on large
possible Levallois flake
4003 Burnt fragment 39
unworked

Table B2: Quantification of worked and burnt flint
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Appendix C Environmental Reports

C.1

C.11

C1.2

C.1.3
C1.4

Environmental Samples
By Richard Palmer

Introduction

A single 5L bulk sample was taken, primarily for the retrieval and assessment
of charred plant remains (CPR) and the recovery of bones and artefacts.

Method

The sample was processed in its entirety at Oxford Archaeology using a
modified Siraf-type water flotation machine. The flot was collected in a 250um
mesh and heavy residue in a 500um mesh and dried. The residue fractions
were sorted by eye and with the aid of a magnet while the flot material was
sorted using a low power (x10) binocular microscope to extract cereal grains
and chaff, smaller seeds and other quantifiable remains.

Results and discussion

A summary of the flot material is presented in Table 3.

Sample 1 is from fill 3802 of pit 3803. A 16ml flot was produced and all
recovered charred material was <4mm in size and consisted of charcoal and
some clinker like material. No seeds were identified in the flot. Some of the
recovered charcoal had one or more planes <2mm in size which would hinder
any further identification work. Recovered material is of limited interpretive
value and is unlikely to require further analysis. Some flint was recovered from
the heavy residue.
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) [3) = ® = ©

R al*| s
1 3802 | Tr.38 | 3803 5 | 16 | +++ + ;;%F;iiﬁ

Key: +=present (up to 5 items), ++=frequent (5-25), +++=common (25-100), ++++=abundant (100+).

Table C3: Assessment of Charred Plant Remains flot
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Appendix E Abbreviations and Glossary

ADS Archaeology Data Service. Digital archaeological archive

CDM Construction Design Manual. Health and safety guidance for the construction industry
CPD Continuing Professional Development

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

DBA Desk Based Assessment. Detailed assessment of archaeology and other aspects of the
historic environment

DCO Development Consent Order

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment. Detailed study of environmental impacts as directed
under the The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)

Regulations 2017 following on from EU Directive EIA Directive (85/337/EEC)

ES Environmental Statement. The principal environmental report detailing environmental
impacts within an EIA

GPS Global Positioning System

HER Historic Environment Record

LTC Lower Thames Crossing

MCIfA Member of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

MoRPHE Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment

NMP National Mapping Programme. A study of aerial photographs and digitisation of resulting

data into GIS. Originally funded by Historic England

OASIS Online Access to the Index of archaeological investigations.

The OASIS project brings together a number of strategic partners: the Archaeology Data
Service, Historic England, Historic Environment Scotland, and the Royal Commission on
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales under the umbrella of the University of
York

OCN Old County Number. Historic England’s reference for material that is not readily-available

online and may represent historic archaeological work that consists of paper archives or
has yet to be formally reported on

PINS Planning Inspectorate

RAMS Risk Assessment Method Statement

SMC Scheduled monument consent

TDR Trusted Digital Repository

UKIC United Kingdom Institute for Conservation

WSI Written Project of Investigation. A detailed method statement for archaeological work
WSL — Western Southern Link

The Western Southern Link (WSL) is an alternative for Short List Routes 2, 3 and 4 to the

south of the River Thames.
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Appendix F

Site Summary

Site name:

Site code:

Grid Reference
Type:

Date and duration:
Area of Site

Location of archive:

Summary of
Results:

Lower Thames Crossing Land Parcel 1

Masons Corner, Heath Road, Orsett Heath, Essex
LTC1MC 19

TQ 63914 80335

Evaluation

28th November - 6th December 2019

8.43ha

The archive from Land Parcel 1 will form part of the overall trial
trenching scheme archive. This will be deposited in a repository
consistent with the standards required by the Museums and
Galleries Commission following completion of the archaeological
phase of this project. This may either be with the local receiving
museum in Thurrock or, if no such repositories are available, with
a repository for the whole project designated by LTC. LTC retain
the overall responsibility for the successful deposition of the project
archive.

Currently, the archive is held at Oxford Archaeology’s head office,
Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX2 OES.
Oxford Archaeology will store the archive for LTC for a maximum
period of 2 years following the completion of the project. If the
storage of the archive at OA’s office extends past this period, an
extension to the storage period and final deposition timetable will
be reviewed by OA and LTC and agreed with the major
stakeholders.

Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Balfour
Beatty to undertake a trial trench evaluation of Land Parcel 1 of
the Lower Thames Crossing Pre-Enabling Works. Land Parcel 1,
also known as Masons Corner, is located ¢ 200m north of the
hamlet of Orsett Heath within the county of Essex and Thurrock
unitary authority (NGR 563914 180335). The evaluation
comprised 49 trenches and was completed between the 28th
November and the 6th December 2019.

Two trenches in the north-western part of the site contained
features that were dated to the late Bronze Age, including a NE-
SW ditch, a pit and a posthole. This indicates late Bronze Age
activity in this area, although a more detailed interpretation of this
is not possible from the scant remains encountered.

A number of undated archaeological features were identified within
the northern, eastern and south-western part of the site, including
two postholes, a NW-SE aligned ditch, a NE-SW aligned ditch, a
NW-SE aligned gully and four pits.

Two NNW-SSE aligned ditches in the western part of the site
match a linear cropmark and a field boundary on the Orsett 1840
tithe map and are very likely post-medieval in date. Another NE-
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SW ditch was also thought to be post-medieval as it also matched
a cropmark that was perpendicular to the NNW-SSE aligned linear.

The site contained a large number of irregular-shaped features, 1-
3m in diameter, which were identified as cropmarks and were
targeted in numerous trenches. Where investigated, these
comprised variations in the gravel or sand and silt content of the
geology and were clearly not of archaeological origin.
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Summary

Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Balfour Beatty to undertake a
trial trench evaluation of Land Parcel 2, covered by WSI B of the Lower Thames
Crossing Pre-Enabling Works. This land parcel is located ¢ 30m north of the hamlet of
Orsett Heath within the county of Essex and Thurrock unitary authority (NGR 564047
180101). A total of 41 trenches were excavated and recorded between 7th and 16th
October 2020.

One early Neolithic pit was found in Trench 14 in the western part of the site, and one
late Neolithic/early Bronze Age pit containing Beaker finds in the eastern half in Trench
27. These add to a pattern of dispersed early prehistoric activity on the gravel terrace
identified from previous discoveries on the gravels in this area.

One pit containing later prehistoric (middle Bronze Age to early Iron Age) pottery was
found in Trench 26, and two pits containing sherds only datable as prehistoric are also
likely to be of later prehistoric date. Undated pits and ditches, including one curvilinear
example, were scattered across the site, and many of these are also likely to be of
prehistoric date, given the absence of later features or finds from the site.

No evidence of Roman or Anglo-Saxon activity was found, and only a single sherd of
medieval pottery, although this was a rare continental import and thus of intrinsic
interest.

Post-medieval finds were sparse. One NNW-SSE ditch in Trench 27 may well
correspond to a boundary shown on the Tithe map of ¢ 1840, although no continuation
of this boundary was seen in Trench 41, which also crossed its line. It is likely that
some of the undated ditches, particularly those on NNW-SSE or ENE-WSW
alignments, may well be field boundaries of post-medieval date.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Project details and scope of work

1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

The Lower Thames Crossing (LTC) project is located between the A2 in
Kent and the M25 in the London Borough of Havering. It will run underneath
the River Thames through a tunnel and emerge on the north side of the
river at East Tilbury. From the North Portal the road will run to the M25 at
Junction 29 via the A13 and pass between North and South Ockendon. The
development of the project is managed by LTC, a partnership between
Highways England and a consultancy joint venture set up to oversee the
scheme.

A programme of archaeological trial trenching commenced in the Essex
part of the scheme in November 2019. A scheme-wide specification for trial
trenching was written by LTC (Highways England 2018), and in July 2019,
LTC commissioned Balfour Beatty to deliver the pre-Enabling Works.
Balfour Beatty appointed Oxford Archaeology (OA) to prepare a project-
wide written scheme of investigation (WSI) for the scheme, which (at the
request of the key archaeological stakeholders) is divided into two parts,
one for the Kent section, and another for Essex and Havering (Oxford
Archaeology 2019a; 2019b).

Following completion of the project-wide WSIs, OA was instructed to
prepare a series of site-specific or group-site specific WSIs for approval by
the key archaeological stakeholders in advance of trial trenching to inform
the Development Consent Order (DCO). A detailed WSI was created for
Land Parcel 2 prior to the trial trenching (WSI B, Oxford Archaeology
2019c), which details the archaeological background and potential within
the site. It also sets out the archaeological aims and objectives appropriate
to the investigation of this land parcel by trenching and describes the
methodology to be applied. The WSI was approved by Richard Havis,
Principal Historic Environment Consultant for Place Services at Essex
County Council, prior to the start of the fieldwork. Oxford Cotswold
Archaeology was commissioned as Balfour Beatty’s archaeological
contractor to undertake the evaluation in accordance with the approved
WSI and local and national planning policies.

The fieldwork in Land Parcel 2 was completed between 7th and 16th
October 2020. All work followed the MoRPHE Project Manager's guide
(Historic England 2015), and the Code of Conduct of the Chartered Institute
for Archaeologists (CIfA). The archaeological works adhered to the
standards and guidance for archaeological evaluation, excavation and
archiving (CIfA 2014a; 2014b).

The work was monitored by Richard Havis and Katie Lee-Smith of Place
Services on behalf of the Borough of Thurrock.
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1.2 L
1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

1.2.4

ocation, topography and geology

Land Parcel 2 is located ¢ 30m north of the hamlet of Orsett Heath (Fig. 1)
within the county of Essex and Thurrock unitary authority (NGR 564047
180101). The land parcel is sub-square in shape and covers an area of
7.8ha. Itis also located 600m south of the A13 and 120m east of the A1089.
Heath Road is ¢ 70m west of the site and several houses front onto this
road. The parcel is bounded to the north and east by other agricultural
fields, to the south by Hornsby Lane and houses and small fields north of
Gowers Lane and to the west by scrubland and houses east of Heath Road.

The bedrock geology is Thanet Formation (sand). The whole site is covered
by superficial geology of the Boyn Hill Gravel Member (sand and gravel)
which was formed in the Quaternary Period up to 2 million years ago (BGS
2020).

This land parcel is currently in use as one large and three small pastoral
fields. Within the 1km site buffer the land use is a mixture of agricultural
land and urban development associated with the town of Grays to the
south-west, Orsett Heath and Chadwell St Mary to the south and the hamlet
of Baker Street to the north-west. The area has also been bisected by the
A13, A1013 and the A1089, which have displaced the historical field
boundaries.

This land parcel is situated on an upland area to the south of Orsett. The
land parcel itself is gently sloped, with the southern edge at ¢ 24-25m OD
sloping down to the north-east at 20-21m OD. No permanent streams are
marked in the immediate vicinity of the site, but just beyond the north-east
corner of the site the land drops gradually into the end of a dry valley, so
that the field drains in this direction. The Mar Dyke valley lies 1.6km to the
north-west, and this is the nearest large river to the site. There is also a
drainage ditch located 1.3km east of the land parcel at Brook Farm. This
watercourse may have originated in the now dry valley just east of the land
parcel and flowed eastwards towards the Mucking Marshes.

1.3 Previous investigations

1.3.1

No known below-ground archaeological investigation has been undertaken
within this land parcel. The only modern development in the vicinity of the
site was the construction of several early 20th century houses directly west
of and outside the site.

1.4 Archaeological and historical background

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

The chronological summary of known archaeology given below is taken
from the detailed WSI B for Land Parcel 2.

Palaeolithic. A number of Palaeolithic finds have been recorded 0.4-0.6km
south and south-west of Land Parcel 2 and outside the area of the scheme
including a Palaeolithic handaxe and Palaeolithic flint flakes. Palaeolithic
finds have also been identified 0.5km east of Land Parcel 2 and just east of
the scheme including four handaxes, one retouched flake and nine flakes.

Mesolithic. Mesolithic finds spots have been recorded 0.4-0.6km east of
Land Parcel 2 and within the area of the scheme. Mesolithic finds have also
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been recorded 0.4-0.6km south of Land Parcel 2 and outside the area of
the scheme.

1.4.4 Neolithic. A scheduled early Neolithic causewayed enclosure (SM
1009286) is located 1km east of the land parcel, and findspots of Neolithic
flints are recorded just north-west of this. Neolithic flints have also been
recorded across several fields 0.4-0.6km south-east of the site on the
boundary of the scheme area. A cropmark of a narrow rectangular
enclosure aligned east-west with rounded ends is recorded directly east of
Land Parcel 2, and from its morphology this is suspected to be a mortuary
enclosure of Neolithic date. It is possible that features associated with this
monument extend westwards into the area of the site.

1.4.5 Bronze Age. The cropmark of a possible ring ditch which may well
represent a ploughed-out round barrow was identified 0.35km north of Land
Parcel 2 (Aerial Investigations and Mapping Report site 21), and two others
some 0.75km to the east. Land Parcel 2 is located 1km south-east of the
Orsett (Grey Goose Farm) Cropmark Complex (SM 1002134). This is a
scheduled monument that comprises an extensive and dense multi-period
site. It includes two adjacent circular ring ditches on the edge of the terrace
which may represent early Bronze Age barrows (Aerial Investigation and
Mapping Report 13, 14 and 15). The A13 passes through the southern part
of the cropmark complex, and this revealed discrete features of late Bronze
Age date.

1.4.6 Iron Age. The Neolithic causewayed enclosure (SM 1009286) located 1km
east of the site was overlain by an unenclosed early Iron Age site and a
middle Iron Age sub-rectangular enclosure (Hedges and Buckley 1978,
219-308). Cropmarks including pits, linears and ring ditches extend from
the area of the scheduled early Iron Age enclosure both south-east towards
and north-west (Aerial Mapping Report sites 17A, 17B and 72).

1.4.7 A large quantity of high-status Iron Age material was recovered by metal
detectorists from a field 0.5km east of the land parcel and within the area
of the scheme. This findspot may have been located within an extensive
rectilinear enclosure located ¢ 100m east of the land parcel (discussed
below). Two lron Age vessels were also found 0.8km north of the land
parcel, just outside the area of the scheme.

1.4.8 Roman period. One Roman site and several possible Roman sites lie on
the gravel ridge 1-1.5km north-west of Land Parcel 2. These comprise a
late Iron Age to late Roman farmstead, the multi-period scheduled Orsett
(Grey Goose Farm) Cropmark Complex (SM 1002134), and another
possible Roman enclosure just to the east of it.

1.4.9 An extensive cropmark complex that includes one very large rectilinear
enclosure and several smaller ones linked by trackways or field boundaries
was identified by the aerial survey ¢ 100m east of the land parcel (Aerial
Investigations and Mapping Report site 20). The large enclosure is on a
north-west to south-east alignment and contains sub-divisions, pits and
curvilinear smaller enclosures. Another trackway is evident a little further
south leading SSE to a further cropmark enclosure south of the scheme,
which was characterised as late Iron Age or Roman (Priddy and Buckley
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1987). It is likely that some elements of this extensive cropmark complex
are of Roman date.

1.4.10 Medieval period. Middle Saxon activity has been identified east and north-
east of the land parcel. The Orsett causewayed enclosure (SM 1009286)
was reused as a Saxon funerary monument in the 7th-8th century. A Saxon
settlement was also located 1.5km north-east of the land parcel at Orsett
Cock.

1.4.11 A dense pattern of pits of varying size and shape are dispersed across the
Orsett Cropmark Complex (SM 1002134, Aerial Investigation and Mapping
Report, sites 13-14) located 1.1km north-west of the land parcel. Some of
the pits are elongated in shape and these were thought likely to represent
Saxon grubenh&user (sunken-featured buildings) (Place Services 2019).
However, excavations directly to the south of the monument indicated that
some of these features identified as pits by cropmark interpretation were of
geological origin. Saxon artefacts were, however, recorded in some
features, demonstrating that there may have been a Saxon settlement in
the vicinity. Evaluations completed as part of this scheme have
demonstrated that the possible pits are largely of a geological origin.

1.4.12 In the late Saxon and later medieval period the land parcel was located
within the parish of Orsett. The nucleated medieval settlement of Orsett was
located 1.5km north-east of the land parcel. It is likely that in the later
medieval period the land parcel was used as agricultural land associated
with this settlement. A number of roughly north-south aligned droveways
have been observed as cropmarks within the wider area and these may
have been used to take livestock to and from the marshland to the upland
ridge.

1.4.13 Post-medieval period. Documentary evidence indicates that in the later
post-medieval period the land parcel was situated ¢ 400m to the south of
an NE-SW road from Stifford to Stanford. It was also located east of a NNW-
SSE-aligned road from the hamlet of Baker Street to Chadwell St Mary. The
1805 first edition OS map indicates that there may have been several
houses along the Chadwell road, just west of the land parcel. The Grade II-
listed 18th century Whitecrofts Farmhouse is located immediately east of
the land parcel. In the early 19th century this farm was known as Heathers
and is shown on the Orsett tithe map of ¢ 1840.

1.4.14 In the later post-medieval period, the land parcel was used as agricultural
land associated with Heathers (later Whitecrofts Farmhouse). This is
indicated by the Orsett tithe apportionment of ¢ 1840 which labels two fields
within the site as 198 and 199 belonging to Samuel Newcome of Heathers.
A NNW-SSE field boundary indicated on the ¢ 1840 the map divided Land
Parcel 2 into two fields but this field boundary was removed by the later
19th century. The aerial survey did not reveal any features within the land
parcel, but this NNW-SSE field boundary may exist below ground.
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2 Project Aims

2.1 General aims

211 The general aims of the project were as follows:

i. To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains along the
line of the scheme, and the extent of any areas where remains appear likely
to be absent.

ii. In areas where archaeological remains are known or suspected, to clarify
the reliability of the cropmark or geophysical survey evidence.

iii. In areas where no archaeological remains are indicated by aerial or
geophysical survey, to clarify whether this apparent absence of remains is
genuine.

iv.  To determine the degree of complexity of any surviving horizontal or vertical
stratigraphy, and in particular, to investigate areas where topography
indicates the likelihood of deep deposit sequences for evidence of buried
archaeological horizons and palaeo-environmental sequences.

v. Where remains are present, to determine the period(s) represented, the
extent, state of preservation and character of the archaeological remains.

vi.  To establish the range and state of preservation of archaeological artefacts,
and through their recovery and examination, to establish the potential for
information about the economy, status and contacts of past inhabitants of
the scheme footprint.

vii.  To determine whether palaeo-environmental remains are preserved, and,
where these are found, to determine their types (e.g. charred plant remains,
waterlogged remains, molluscan remains), state of preservation and
potential for environmental information. This will be achieved through the
recovery of samples from sedimentary sequences and archaeological
features suitable for assessment of a range of palaeoenvironmental remains
(e.g. charred and waterlogged plant remains, charcoal, insects, pollen,
diatoms, ostracods/foraminifera and molluscs) and scientific dating (e.g.
radiocarbon and OSL dating).

vii. To investigate and record the extent, character and chronology of the
sedimentary sequences, in particular those immediately adjacent to and in
floodplains, contained within palaeochannels or in dry valleys, and to use
the data to refine existing geoarchaeological (predictive) deposit models.

ix. To place any identified archaeological remains into their local and, where
appropriate, regional or national context, and to assess the implications of
any such discoveries for our current understanding of settlement and
landscape change in the area, including an assessment of the associations
of any remains with reference to the historic landscape.

Xx.  To provide sufficient information to enable the LTC archaeological advisor,
in consultation with the key archaeological stakeholders, to determine the
significance of the archaeological assets identified within the land parcel.
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xi. To provide a report on the discoveries to inform the Environmental
Statement (ES) supporting the Development Consent Order (DCO) and
support the preparation of a further archaeological mitigation strategy for the
Enabling Works and Construction phases of the scheme.

xii.  Following the DCO, to deposit the report in the public domain, and to
generate an accessible and useable archive which will allow future research
to be undertaken.

2.2 Specific objectives

2.2.1 The specific project objectives were as follows:

xiii. To conduct the programme of archaeological investigation within the
general research parameters and objectives defined by the revised East of
England Research Framework (Medlycott 2011), and to take account of the
aims and objectives of the Greater Thames Estuary Historic Environment
Research Framework.

xiv.  To establish the location of any ‘islands’ that may have been favoured areas
for activity in the past and their longevity.

xv. Inthe Mar Dyke valleys, to establish the sequence and character of deposits
across the valleys, and date them by means of artefacts or scientific dating.

xvi.  To clarify the changing extent of the alluviated area over time, and look for
evidence of agriculture, settlement or burials that might support the
evidence of the sediments themselves.

xvii.  To look for buried archaeological horizons within the colluvial sequence.

xvii.  For the late Upper Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods, to
investigate landscape processes, and in particular, the potential for sites
being eroded and buried beneath colluvium or Head deposits at the foot of
slope areas (Aims C.6 and C.7), and for the survival of undisturbed
occupation surfaces below colluvium or beneath later alluviation in the Mar
Dyke and Thames floodplains.

xix.  Toinvestigate activity carried out around causewayed enclosures and burial
monuments of the Neolithic and early Bronze Age, whether peripheral
burial, deposits related to visits, or reuse for burial or other purposes in later
periods.

xx.  To clarify whether the cropmarks provide an accurate representation of the
range, quantity and types of archaeological features present within the
parcel.

xxi.  To establish the character and date of the extensive pits across the land
parcel, and to determine whether these are all of one type or period, or
whether they encompass several types and span several periods of activity.

xxii. To establish the date of the possible medieval or post-medieval field
boundaries that have been identified within the land parcel.

xxiii.  To establish whether a possible medieval droveway extends northwards
through the land parcel.
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xxiv.  To look for evidence of medieval and post-medieval farmsteads which may
have been located along the roadways within the northern and western part
of the land parcel.
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3 Methodology

3.1 Constraints

3.1.1 Several constraints have limited the area of the land parcel available for
trial trenching. This includes services, Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) and
ecological constraints. The Principal Contractor Balfour Beatty was
responsible for ensuring that the constraints were observed through the
Permit to Dig system.

3.1.2 Services. Two overhead lines bisect the northern part of the land parcel
and are aligned WNW-ESE. The base of one of these pylons is located at
the north-western boundary of the site and one base is also located at the
south-eastern extent of the site. There is also a UK Power Network Extra
High Voltage power line located along the northern and eastern edge of the
site and this also bisects the south-eastern corner of the site.

3.1.3 Unexploded Ordnance (UXO). The UXO survey classified the site as
having a moderate potential for unexploded ordnance. In addition, the
survey mapped the site of one high explosive and one unexploded bomb
within the southern part of the land parcel. The trenches were designed to
avoid the immediate area of risk, but the location cannot be regarded as
very accurate. Guidance as to the procedures to be followed were provided
by a specialist firm qualified in the detection and removal of UXO. No
archaeological trenching was allowed to take place until the appropriate
surveys were undertaken. In addition, a specialist was present on site
throughout the laying out and machine excavation of the trenches.

3.1.4 Ecological constraint. Three badger setts were present within the site
boundary. One was located on the northern boundary and two along the
eastern boundary. A 30m buffer was established around the badger setts
where no trial trenches were excavated.

3.1.5 These constraints were taken into account (as far as is practicable) when
drawing the detailed trench layout for the land parcel (Fig. 2). Exclusion
zones were generally applied for services encountered throughout the
project as follows: gas main (30m), high voltage (HV) overhead power lines
(15m), buried HV electrical mains (10m), lower voltage electrical services
(5m), water mains (5m).

3.1.6 It was necessary to adjust the locations of several trenches within Land
Parcel 2 immediately prior to excavation as a result of low-hanging
overhead cables and the variation between the plotted and actual buried
services. Six trenches were also omitted from the evaluation where these
coincided with low overhead cables.

3.2 Methodology for the evaluation

3.21 The total land parcel area was 7.8ha, and the area available for
investigation excluding areas of services, hedgerows and other constraints
was 7.07ha. A total of 41 trenches were excavated, with all trenches
measuring 30m x 2m. Combined, these represent a 4% sample of the area
available for trenching. The location of the trenches is shown on Figure 2.
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3.2.2 The trench design was developed to provide even coverage of the blank
areas, but also to target the continuations of linear features that run towards
this land parcel from adjacent fields, such as a trackway, and to target the
vicinity of the possible Neolithic mortuary enclosure identified in Land
Parcel 3.

3.2.3 All trenches were located using a Global Positioning System (GPS) prior to
machine excavation. All trenches were excavated using a tracked
excavator fitted with a toothless bucket being operated under constant
archaeological supervision.

3.2.4 Revealed features were hand cleaned and sampled by hand excavation.
They were recorded as outlined within the approved WSI. All finds were
bagged by context throughout the evaluation and were recovered for further
investigation, and soil samples were taken as appropriate.
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4 Results

4.1 Introduction and presentation of results

411 The results of the evaluation are presented below and include a
stratigraphic description of the trenches that contained archaeological
remains. The full details of all trenches with dimensions and depths of all
deposits can be found in Appendix A. Finds and environmental data are
presented in Appendices B and C respectively.

4.1.2 Context numbers reflect the trench numbers, unless otherwise stated. The
first numerals of a context number repeat the trench number whilst allowing
for a maximum range of 100 individual records for any one trench. For
example, ditch 603 is a cut within Trench 6, while pit 2703 is a cut within
Trench 27. Also Trench 6 has a potential record number range of 600-699,
while Trench 27 has a range of 2700-2799.

4.1.3 Anoverview of the results for the site is shown on Figure 2. Further detailed
plans of the trenches which contained archaeological features are shown
on Figures 3, 4, and 6 and selected sections are shown in Figures 5 and 7.

4.2 General soils and ground conditions

4.2.1 The soil sequence consists of natural geology of sand, overlain by a sandy
silt subsoil, which in turn was overlain by ploughsoil.

4.2.2 The ploughsoil ranged between 0.18m and 0.38m thick and consisted of
dark — mid brownish grey sandy silt and silty clay.

4.2.3 The subsoil deposits ranged between 0.12m and 0.30m thick across the
site. The subsoil is likely to represent the remains of a former ploughsoil
which now lies beneath the current ploughsoil.

4.2.4 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, and the
site remained largely dry throughout. Archaeological features, where
present, were easy to identify against the underlying natural geology.

4.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits

4.3.1 Archaeological features were identified in 17 trenches (Trenches 6, 8-11,
14, 24-27, 31-33, 35-37 and 43), with activity centred on a band running
NW-SE across the centre of the land parcel and in the north of the site.

4.3.2 Trenches 2, 4, 17, 28 and 34 contained only natural features and these
were all tested with hand excavation.

4.3.3 Atotal of 19 trenches contained no features of any kind (Trenches 1, 3, 12,
13, 15, 16, 20-23, 29, 30, 38-42, 44 and 47). Blank trenches are not
described or illustrated in detail.

4.3.4 The evaluation confirmed the presence of several linear and curvilinear
features within the site, as well as discrete features.
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4.4 Trenches 8-11, Northern cluster (Fig. 3)

44.1 Trenches 8-11 were located in the north-east of the site, north of the
overhead cables crossing Land Parcel 2 (Fig. 2). None of the features in
this area of site revealed finds or dating evidence.

4.4.2 Cropmarks of the surrounding land parcels suggested that linear features
there might continue into Land Parcel 2 here, but none were found in any
of the trenches.

4.4.3 Trench 8. Trench 8 lay within the north-west edge of Land Parcel 2, north
of the overhead exclusion zone (Fig. 3). One ditch, 803, runs NNW-SSE in
the centre of the trench. The ditch measured 0.62m wide and 0.2m deep,
had moderately sloping sides and a concave base. No finds were recovered
from the single fill.

444 Trench 9. Trench 9 was positioned south-east of Trench 8 and south of
Trench 10 (Fig. 3). Pit 903 was encountered within the north-west side of
the centre of the trench. This was circular in plan, measuring 0.86m wide
and 0.32m deep, and had gradual sloping sides and a concave base. No
finds were recovered from the single fill.

445 Trench 10. Trench 10 was positioned north of Trench 9 and east of Trench
8 (Fig. 3). One small pit, 1003, was identified at the north-east end of the
trench. The feature was circular in plan, measuring 0.38m wide and 0.07m
deep, with gradual sloping sides and a flat base. The single fill yielded no
finds.

446 Trench 11. Trench 11 was positioned within the northernmost corner of
Land Parcel 2, east of Trench 10 (Fig. 3). Pit 1103 was recorded at the
northern end of the trench and measured 0.82m wide and 0.24m deep. It
was circular in plan with sloping sides and a concave base. This contained
a single sterile fill. A natural feature, 1105, was also recorded.

4.5 Trenches 4 and 6 (Figs 4 & 5)

4.5.1 Trenches 4 and 6 were positioned immediately south of the exclusion zone
for the overhead cables, on the west side of Land Parcel 2. Trench 4 was
on the western edge of site and Trench 6 was to the east of Trench 4.
Trenches 4 and 6 revealed a large natural hollow at the western end of both
trenches (Fig. 4). In both trenches the feature was excavated by machine:
in Trench 4, 403 was found to be 12m wide and 0.76m deep and have two
fills, one of which produced a possible quern or sharpening stone (see
Appendix B). In Trench 6, 605 was 10m wide and 0.31m deep with a single
fill (Fig. 5, section 600; Plate 1), producing no finds. Both features were flat-
based, had shallow sloping sides and appeared irregular in plan.

4.5.2 Trench 6 also exposed a ditch, 603, which was aligned NE-SW. It had steep
sides and a flat base, measured 1.60m wide and 0.20m deep, and had a
single fill, 604, which contained one piece of worked flint.

4.6 Trench 14 (Figs 4 & 5)

46.1 Trench 14 lay to the west and south of the main group of trenches
described above and below, and was surrounded by blank trenches (Fig.
4). The trench contained one pit, 1403, at the SW end. The feature was
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circular in plan and measured 0.41m wide and 0.23m deep. It had
moderately sloping sides and a concave base (Fig. 5; Plate 2). It contained
one fill, 1404, which contained flecks of charcoal and three sherds of early
Neolithic pottery. An environmental sample (Sample 1) was taken, and
produced charcoal, grain and weed seeds in small quantities.

4.7 Trenches 24 - 27, 31, 32, 36 and 43 (Figs 4 - 7)

471 Trenches 24 —-27, 31, 32, 36 and 43 were located across the centre of Land
Parcel 2, arranged in numerical order from WNW-ESE (Figs 4 & 6).

4.7.2 Trench 24. Trench 24 lay SSW of Trench 6 (Fig. 4). It contained two small
pits at the northern end, and a ditch orientated ENE-WSW in the centre of
the trench. Ditch 2403 was possibly a boundary ditch, although a
continuation cannot be determined in any of the surrounding trenches. The
ditch was 1.60m wide and 0.62m deep, with moderate-steep sloping sides
and a concave base. The ditch had three fills which revealed no finds.

4.7.3 At the northern end of the trench, there were two pits, 2405 and 2407. Pit
2405 was sub-circular, measuring 0.39m wide and 0.08m deep, and had
gently sloping sides with a concave base. Pit 2407 was sub-circular,
measured 0.47m wide and 0.15m deep, and had moderately sloping sides
and a concave base. Both pits contained single sterile fills.

474 Trench 25. Trench 25 was positioned to the north-east of Trench 24 (Fig.
4). There was a single ditch, 2503, aligned NE-SW, at the west end of the
trench, which was not seen in any of the surrounding trenches. Ditch 2503
was 0.92m wide and 0.40m deep, had steep sides and a concave base and
contained two fills (Fig. 5, section 2500; Plate 3). The basal fill contained
seven sherds of probable prehistoric pottery. The subsoil from Trench 25
yielded a sherd of post-Roman pottery dating to ¢ AD 900-1250.

4.7.5 Trench 26. Trench 26 was to the immediate north-east of Trench 25 (Fig.
6). It contained five pits and a ditch, and one unexcavated feature which
was a potential posthole. Close to the unexcavated feature was a natural
feature which was tested through hand excavation.

4.7.6 At the south-east end of the trench was a pit, 2603, which was sub-oval in
plan and measured 0.5m wide and 0.06m deep. The pit had shallow sides
with a concave base and contained one fill which provided no finds.

4.7.7 Ditch 2605 was aligned north-south within the north-west end of the trench
and was 0.86m wide and 0.4m deep. This had steep sloping sides with a
shallow concave base, and two fills which contained no finds. There is no
clear continuation of the ditch in surrounding trenches.

4.7.8 Further NW were Two intercutting pits (2610 and 2608) were present to the
north-west of ditch 2605. The fill of pit 2610 was cut by 2608 (Fig. 7, section
2602; Plate 4). Pit 2608 was ovoid in plan and continued beyond the
northern edge of the trench. It measured 0.9m wide and the sides were
steeply sloping, but the full depth was not reached within the part of the
feature exposed within the trench. Two fills were recorded, although neither
of these yielded any finds. The pit is likely to be modern, as it was cut
through the subsoil horizon (2601). The earlier pit, 2610, was irregularly
ovoid in plan and measured 0.77m wide and 0.28m deep with moderately
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sloping sides and a shallow concave base. There was one fill which yiedled
eight sherds of middle Bronze Age — early Iron Age pottery.

4.7.9 Pit 2615 was recorded within the south-eastern half of the trench and west
of pit 2603. This was an irregular oval shape in plan and measured 1.8m
wide and 0.5m deep with shallow sloping sides and a shallow concave
base. It contained two fills which produced no finds. The pit continued
beyond the south-west edge of the trench.

4.7.10 Feature 2617 was located between 2605 and 2615. Hand excavation
confirmed that this was a natural feature. A possible posthole (2612) was
recorded to the north of feature 2617 but was not excavated.

4.7.11 Trench 27. Trench 27 was to the north-east of Trench 26 (Fig. 6). The
trench revealed three pits (2703, 2705, 2711), a ditch (2707) and a natural
feature (2709) which was also investigated by hand.

4.7.12 At the centre of the trench was pit 2703, which was circular in plan, and
measured 0.93m wide and 0.26m deep (Fig. 7, section 2700; Plate 5). The
pit had a rounded profile and contained a single fill. This was fully excavated
and an environmental sample (Sample 2) was taken due to the presence
of charcoal and pottery from two or three Beakers. Two fragments of fired
clay were also recovered, which are consistent with debris from domestic
ovens or hearths. The environmental sample produced only charcoal.

4.7.13 Immediately east of 2703 was posthole 2705, which was circular in plan
and measured 0.5m wide and 0.07m deep (Fig. 7, section 2700; Plate 5).
The sides were shallow and the base concave, and the feature contained
one fill which contained no finds. The posthole and pit could be related,
though the lack of dating from the posthole means that this remains
uncertain.

4.7.14 To the west was N-S-aligned ditch [2707]. The feature had moderately
sloping sides with a concave base and measured 1.70m wide and 0.3m
deep. The single fill included no finds.

4.7.15 A pit or possible ditch terminus (2711) was excavated within the south-west
end of the trench. The entire shape was not seen in plan as it continued
beyond the edge of the trench. The feature was 1m wide and 0.4m deep
with almost vertical sides and a flat base. The single fill contained no finds.

4.7.16 Trench 31. Trench 31 was positioned to the south-west of Trench 24 (Fig.
4). It contained a pit, a posthole and a natural feature which was also
excavated by hand. Posthole 3103 was sub-rectangular in plan with steep
almost vertical sides and a flat base but no obvious post-pipe. It measured
0.14m wide and 0.12m deep, with a single fill which contained frequent
charcoal and baked clay and very fragmentary pieces of possible
prehistoric pottery. Pit 3105 was circular in plan and measured 0.96m wide
and 0.14m deep, with gradually sloping sides and a flat base. The single fill
contained charcoal flecks and highly fragmentary tiny pieces of pottery
noted in excavation that were not possible to collect and retain.

4.7.17 Trench 32. Trench 32 was positioned to the north-east of Trench 31 and
south of Trench 24 (Fig. 4). The trench contained one undated NW-SE-
aligned ditch (3203) which had gradual sloping sides and a flat base. The
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ditch measured 1.30m wide and 0.14m deep and appeared to have been
truncated by ploughing.

4.7.18 Trench 36. Trench 36 was positioned to the south-east of Trench 27 and
east of Trench 35 (Fig. 6). Trench 36 had two small pits and three natural
features, two of which were investigated through hand excavation.

4.7.19 The two pits lay at the SW end of the trench. Pit 3603 was sub-circular and
measured 0.73m wide and 0.17m deep, with moderately sloping sides and
a concave base. The single fill contained no finds. Pit 3608 lay further west,
closer to the end of Trench 36, and extended beyond the edge of the trench.
The feature measured 0.68m wide and 0.3m deep, with steep sides and a
concave base and had one fill which contained no finds.

4.7.20 Trench 43. Trench 43 was positioned to the south of Trench 37 on the
eastern edge of Land Parcel 2 (Fig. 6). Trench 43 contained a single small
posthole or pit which was circular in plan and measured 0.32m wide and
0.14m deep. The single fill yielded no finds.

4.8 Trenches 33, 35 and 37 (Figs 4, 6 and 7)

481 Trenches 33, 35 and 37 were all orientated NNW-SSE; Trench 33 is in the
centre of Land Parcel 2, Trench 35 lies to the east of 33 and Trench 37 is
to the east of Trench 35 (Figs 4 & 6).

4.8.2 The trenches all contained two parallel ditches which can be traced across
this area of the site and may possibly represent a boundary or droveway.
The northern ditches, (3305, 3503 and 3706), range in width from 0.95m to
3.30m and depth 0.14 to 0.75m. The southern ditches, (3305, 3507 and
3703), range in width from 0.78m to 1.25m and depth 0.07m to 0.55m.

4.8.3 The fills of the ditches vary, though this may be resultant of the natural
geology into which the ditches were cut.

4.8.4 Trench 33. Trench 33 contained two parallel, NW-SE-aligned ditches (3303
and 3305). Ditch 3303 had gently sloping sides and a concave base and
measured 0.78m wide and 0.07m deep, with the single fill producing no
finds. Ditch 3305 was north of 3303 and had a similar profile, measuring
1.10m wide and 0.14m deep. The single fill contained two tiny sherds of
very abraded prehistoric pottery.

4.8.5 Trench 35. Trench 35 contained two parallel ditches aligned ENE-WSW,
with pit 3505 lying between them. Ditch 3503 lay to the north of pit 3505.
The ditch was 3.30m wide but was not bottomed due to excavation being
limited to a maximum of 1m below the modern ground level. The sides were
steeply sloping and the single fill contained no finds, although it did show
some occasional flecks of charcoal. Ditch 3507 measured 1.25m wide and
0.55m deep, with very steep sides and a concave base. The single fill was
very similar to that of 3503 and contained no finds.

4.8.6 Pit 3505 lay between the two ditches at the centre of the trench. The pit was
sub-oval in plan and had gradually sloping sides with a concave base. The
pit measured 1.3m wide and 0.2m deep and continued beyond the edge of
the trench to the west. The single fill contained no finds.
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4.8.7 Trench 37. Trench 36 contained three ditches and three pits and a
posthole. Each of the features were excavated by hand apart from 3719,
which was recorded in plan only.

4.8.8 At the southern end of the trench were two parallel ditches, (3703 and
3706), both aligned ENE-WSW. Ditch 3703 displayed moderate sloping
sides and a concave base and measured 1.25m wide and 0.46m deep; both
fills of 3703 contained no finds (Fig. 7, section 3700; Plate 6). North of 3703,
ditch 3706 also had moderate sloping sides and a concave base and
measured 0.95m wide and 0.36m deep (Fig. 7, section 3701; Plate 7). The
ditch had two fills, neither of which produced finds.

4.8.9 Pit 3709 was sub-oval in plan and had steeply sloping sides and a flattish
base. It measured 1.13m wide and 0.17m deep; its single fill contained no
finds.

4.8.10 At the north end of the trench was ditch 3712, which was curvilinear and
aligned NNW-SSE. It was slightly irregular in plan and measured 1.34m
wide but was of unknown depth due to the limit of excavation; the sides
were steeply sloping and the two fills contained no finds (Fig. 7, section
3703; Plate 8). Ditch 3712 truncated the fill of a small posthole (3715) on
its southern side. The posthole was circular in plan and had steep sloping
sides and a concave/flat base (Fig. 7, section 3703; Plate 8). It measured
0.2m wide and 0.12m deep and the single fill contained no dating evidence.

4.8.11 Two pits (3717 and 3719) continued beyond the western edge of the trench.
Pit 3717 was ovoid in plan and measured 1m wide and 0.3m deep, with
moderate sloping sides and a shallow concave base. The single fill
contained no finds.

49 Finds summary

4.9.1 Prehistoric pottery: The evaluation recovered 26 sherds (122g) of
prehistoric pottery from five contexts across five trenches. The assemblage
was diverse, representing at least three periods: early Neolithic, middle
Bronze Age-early Iron Age and Beaker.

4.9.2 Medieval pottery: The evaluation recovered one sherd of pottery weighing
189, which dates to ¢ AD 900-1250.

4.9.3 Fired clay: Two fragments of fired clay were recovered, though neither are
diagnostic nor display any surviving shaped surfaces.

494 Worked stone: A single piece of worked stone weighing 420g was
recovered. The artefact does not retain any edges but it has been worn flat
through use so it could possibly have been used as a quern. A series of
groves also show that this was used as a sharpening stone.

4.9.5 Flint: A very small assemblage of three struck flints and 10 fragments of
unworked burnt flint were recovered during the evaluation

4.10 Environmental summary

4.10.1 Charred plant remains and charcoal. Only two pits contained deposits
with environmental potential. The sample from an early Neolithic pit
produced charcoal, charred grain and weed seeds, while that from a Beaker
pit contained only charcoal.
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5 Discussion

5.1 Reliability of field investigation

5.1.1 The layout of trenches provided good overall coverage of the site. However,
the need to omit 6 trenches due to low overhead cables left small areas
uninvestigated (Trenches 5, 7, 18, 19, 45 and 46 were not excavated).

5.1.2 The archaeological features were generally clear against the underlying
Boyn Hill Gravels, Thanet Sands and Gravels and hill slope deposits.
Initially some deposits were sample excavated to establish if they were of
geological or archaeological significance, and in several cases, putative
archaeological features were shown to be no more than variations in natural
deposits of sand or gravel.

5.1.3 Though there were no cropmarks available for this site, the trenches which
were placed to cover any continuations of cropmarks from surrounding land
parcels were blank. This may suggest that this land parcel has been more
heavily ploughed and truncated in the past, or simply that the features
shown as cropmarks do not continue into those areas.

5.2 Interpretation

5.2.1 Neolithic. One pit of early Neolithic date was revealed in Trench 14, shown
through sherds of early Neolithic pottery and worked flint of a possibly
similar date. This feature lies ¢ 300m south west of the possible Neolithic
mortuary enclosure picked up in the cropmarks in Land Parcel 3, although
no proof of a Neolithic date was provided by the evaluation (OCA 2020a).
An early Neolithic causewayed enclosure is known in the wider landscape
at Orsett 1km to the east (Hedges and Buckley 1978), and Neolithic pits to
the south of this lie within the LTC corridor in Land Parcel 4 (OCA 2020b).

5.2.2 Early Bronze Age. Trench 27 contained sherds of at least two Beakers:
one a fine comb-decorated example and the other a coarser example with
fingernail decoration. This could represent an isolated pit or be part of a
group in the surrounding area, although no other early Bronze Age pits were
found by evaluation trenches within Land Parcel 2. Another Beaker pit was
found in the west part of Land Parcel 3 some 250m to the east (OCA
2020a). The presence of these vessels could also signify that there was
Beaker mortuary activity in the area; a cropmark ring ditch possibly of early
Bronze Age date is known 350m to the north, and others in Land Parcels
22 to the north-west (OCA 2020c) and 4 to the east (OCA 2020b) may be
of early Bronze Age date.

5.2.3 Middle Bronze Age — Early Iron Age. Trench 26 contained eight sherds
of middle Bronze Age — early Iron Age pottery. No other features contained
pottery certainly identified as later prehistoric, though two other pits
containing finds only datable as prehistoric may also be of later prehistoric
date. Later Bronze Agel/early Iron Age activity was identified in the
neighbouring Land Parcels 1 and 3 as discrete and linear features (Fig. 1;
OCA 2020a and 2020b). Ring ditches seen on the cropmark survey in the
wider area could also date from this period.
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5.2.4 Medieval. One sherd of medieval pottery was recovered from subsoil, but
no features of this date were identified. The sherd dated to ¢ AD 900-1250,
and is from a continental imported vessel of a type unusual to Essex, but
more often found in London in the 11th-12th centuries. Its presence here
may be related to the proximity of the river Thames.

5.2.5 Post-medieval. Post medieval activity on the site is not represented
through the finds, though there are a number of undated ditches,
particularly those on a NNW-SSE or WSW-ENE alignment in Trenches 24,
27, 32, 35 and 37, which could be part of field systems that have only
relatively recently gone out of use. The earliest edition OS map shows that
the boundary for Land Parcel 2 has not changed in the last hundred years,
but the Tithe map of 1840 shows that there was a NNW-SSE division
towards the east side of Land Parcel 2, with which the ditch in Trench 27
may well correspond, although no continuation of this was seen in Trench
41 further south.

5.2.6 Features of geological and natural origin. The site contained a number
of discrete sub-circular features which were filled with a fine sandy silt and
contained no dating evidence. These were probably natural hollows that
have been filled through silting.

5.2.7 Undated. Many ditches and pits on the site remain undated. All the features
in the northern portion of the site are undated and their functions are
unclear. The lack of cropmarks for the site makes it difficult to know what
these features may amount to, though the density of features in the
surrounding trenches and land parcels on the wider scheme to the east
could suggest that they are part of field systems.

5.3 Evaluation objectives and results

5.3.1  The evaluation established the presence of archaeological remains of early
Neolithic, Bronze Age and post-Roman date (aims i-v). Artefactual
evidence was limited but, with the presence of pottery, worked flint, burnt
flint, fired clay and a hone (possibly reusing a quern), pointed to domestic
and processing activities — cooking, heating and tool use and maintenance
and so on —in the vicinity of the site (aim vi). Palaeoenvironmental remains
were also limited and of variable condition, but the evaluation nevertheless
demonstrated potential for the recovery of charred plant remains that offer
insight into past activities, including in the Neolithic period (aim vii).

5.3.2 Turning to the specific aims of the project, no alluvial deposits were
revealed (aim xvi), nor and colluvium or buried archaeological horizons
revealed in this site (aims xvii & xviii). For this reason, no information
regarding aim xiv was evident.

5.3.3 No evidence from the Upper Palaeolithic or Mesolithic was found (aim
xviii).

5.3.4 One early Neolithic pit, and one late Neolithic/early Bronze Age pit with
Beaker pottery were found, and these form part of a wider landscape of
earlier prehistoric activity that includes the causewayed enclosure and
possible burial monument identified in the cropmark survey (aim xix).
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5.3.5 The land parcel had no associated cropmarks, though some trenches were
targeted on possible continuations of features from Land Parcels 1 and 3
(aim xx). However, these features were not found to continue, which may
suggest that Land Parcel 2 had been more heavily ploughed in the past or
was not part of the field systems seen in the cropmarks. The features which
have been identified in the trenches suggest that, notwithstanding the
absence of cropmarks, this area had a relatively low level of activity
throughout the past.

5.3.6 The area of pits seen in the cropmark survey of Land Parcel 3 appears to
have continued into south-eastern side of Land Parcel 2 (aim xxi). The pits
from which dating evidence was recovered all date between the Neolithic
period and early Iron Age, and confirm the presence of activity of these
periods within the investigation area.

5.3.7 The evaluation found a number of possible boundaries, although they
cannot be assigned to the medieval or post-medieval periods with
confidence, as their dating is unclear (aim xxii). The only sherd of medieval
pottery was found in subsoil. While no medieval droveway was identified on
the site extending northwards (aim xxiii), evidence for a possible trackway,
aligned roughly NW-SE, was uncovered. However, its dating is presently
uncertain, as just one piece of prehistoric pottery was recovered from it. No
evidence for medieval or post-medieval farmsteads was recovered (aim
XXiv).
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Appendix A

Trench Tables

Trench 1
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) Z
and subsoil overlying natural geology of clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
100 | Layer 2 0.28 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
101 | Layer 2 0.2 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
102 | Layer 2 clayey sand, soft
Trench 2
General description Orientation NW-SE
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
and subsoil overlying natural geology of clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.42
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
200 | Layer 2 0.22 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
201 | Layer 2 0.2 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
202 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
Natural Feature.
Kidney shaped
natural feature. Light
brownish grey, sandy
203 | Cut 1.03 0.07 | silt, soft.
Trench 3
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) ?
overlying subsoil and natural of clayey sand Avg. depth (m) 0.48
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
300 | Layer 2 0.36 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
301 | Layer 2 0.12 | brown, clayey silt, soft
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Natural. Light
yellowish brown,

302 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
Trench 4
General description Orientation NW-SE
. Length (m) 30
Trench revealed a large natural hollow. Consists of )
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of Width (m) Z
clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.58
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
400 | Layer 2 0.24 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
401 | Layer 2 0.2 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
402 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
Natural Feature.
403 | Cut 12 0.76 | Machine excavated
Secondary Fill. Light
brownish grey, silty
404 | Fill 403 3.94 0.34 | sand, compact Stone
Secondary Fill. Dark
reddish brown, clayey
405 | Fill 403 5 0.4 | silt, soft

Trench 5 — not excavated

Trench 6
General description Orientation E-W
. . Length (m) 30
Trench contains one ditch and a natural feature. i
Consists of ploughsoil overlying subsoil and natural of Width (m) 2
clayey sand. Avg. depth (m)
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
600 | Layer 2 0.28 | sand, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
601 | Layer 2 0.18 | brown, sandy silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
602 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
603 | Cut 1.6 0.2 | Ditch
Secondary Fill. Mid
brownish grey, sandy
604 | Fill 603 1.6 0.2 | clay, firm Flint Residual
Natural Feature. Only
seen in section-
605 | Cut 10 0.31 | machine slot
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Secondary Fill. Mid
brownish grey, sandy

606 | Fill 605 10 0.31 | clay, firm
Trench 7 — not excavated
Trench 8
General description Orientation NE-SW
, , i Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil and )
subsoil overlying natural geology of gravel and silty Width (m) 1.95
sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown, sandy
800 | Layer 0.33 | silty clay, soft.
Subsoil. Mid brownish
orange, sandy silty,
801 | Layer 0.22 | compact.
Natural. Mottled mid
brownish orange
gravel with light
greyish yellow sandy
802 | Layer 0.55 | patches.
803 | Cut 0.62 0.2 | Ditch
Primary Fill. Loose,
mid orangish brown,
804 | Fill 803 0.62 0.2 | sandy gravel
Trench 9
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one pit. Consists of ploughsoil and Width (m) 1.95
subsoil overlying natural of gravel and silty sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
blackish grey, silty
900 | Layer 0.38 | clay, soft.
Subsoil. Mid orangish
brown, sandy silt,
901 | Layer 0.2 | loose.
Natural. Mottled mid
brownish orange,
sandy gravel with light
greyish yellow sand
902 | Layer 0.58 | patches. Loose.
903 | Cut 0.86 0.32 | Pit
Primary Fill. Soft, mid
orangish brown,
904 | Fill 903 0.86 0.32 | sandy silt
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Trench 10
General description Orientation NE-SW
) ) Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one posthole. Consists of ploughsoil )
and subsoil overlying natural geology of gravel and sitty | idth (m) 1.95
sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown, sandy
silt, loose, frequent
1000 | Layer 0.3 | sub angled stones.
Subsoil. Mid orangish
brown, gravely sandy
1001 | Layer 0.2 | silt, loose
Natural. Dark mottled
orangish brown,
frequent gravel with
1002 | Layer 0.5 | sandy patches, loose
1003 | Cut 0.32 0.07 | Pit
Primary Fill. Dark
greyish black, sandy
1004 | Fill 1003 0.32 0.07 | silt, soft
Trench 11
General description Orientation NW-SE
. . Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one pit and one treethrow. Consists of ,
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of Width (m) 1.95
gravel and silty sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish black, loose,
sandy silt, moderate
1100 | Layer 0.34 | sub angled stones.
Subsoil. Dark
orangish brown,
loose, sandy, silty
1101 | Layer 0.18 | gravel.
Natural. Mid yellowish
brown, sandy gravel,
1102 | Layer loose.
1103 | Cut 0.82 0.24 | Pit
Primary Fill. Lightly
compact, mid greyish
1104 | Fill 1103 0.82 0.24 | brown, sandy gravel
Tree Throw. Mid
greyish brown, silty
1105 | Cut 1.8 0.24 | sand, soft
Trench 12
General description Orientation NW-SE
Length (m) 30
Width (m) 1.95
LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVLAUATION REPORT LAND PARCEL 2, LAND NORTH OF ORSETT HEAT
LTC20HEV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_FINAL_SL_060120
DATE PUBLISHED - 06/01/2021
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2020 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 28

Document Number: Rev: P01

HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00021

Page 29 of 66



Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil
and subsoil overlying natural geology of gravel and silty
sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
brownish grey sandy
1200 | Layer 0.3 | silt.
Subsoil. Light
brownish grey sandy
silt with frequent
1201 | Layer 0.2 | gravel.
Natural. Gravel with
patches of orangey
1202 | Layer silty sand.
Trench 13
General description Orientation NW-SE
. . ) Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil )
and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay and Width (m) 2
gravel. Avg. depth (m) 0.52
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
1300 | Layer 2 0.22 | silt, friable
Subsoil. Mid greyish
brown, clayey silt,
1301 | Layer 2 0.3 | soft.
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
1302 | Layer 2 sandy gravel, loose
Subsoil. Light
yellowish brown,
1303 | Layer 2 0.2 | clayey gravel, firm
Trench 14
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one pit. Consists of ploughsoil and Width (m) 2
subsoil overlying natural geology of clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 04
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
1400 | Layer 2 0.2 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
1401 | Layer 2 0.2 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
1402 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
1403 | Cut 0.41 0.23 | Pit
Primary Fill. Soft,
mottled mid greyish Pot, Early
1404 | Fill 1403 0.41 0.23 | brown, silty clay Flint Neolithic
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pot, Neo-
EBA flint
Trench 15
General description Orientation NW-SE
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
overlying subsoil and natural geology of sandy clay. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
1500 | Layer 2 0.3 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
1501 | Layer 2 0.18 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light reddish
brown, sandy clay,
1502 | Layer 2 firm
Trench 16
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
1600 | Layer 2 0.36 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
1601 | Layer 2 0.16 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Mid reddish
brown, sandy clay,
1602 | Layer 2 firm
Trench 17
General description Orientation NE-SW
. Length (m) 30
Trench revealed three natural features. Consists of ,
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of Width (m) 2
gravelly sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.52
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
1700 | Layer 2 0.26 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
1701 | Layer 2 0.16 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
1702 | Layer 2 gravelly sand, soft
Natural Feature. Tree
throw. Mid brownish
1703 | Cut 1.2 0.24 | grey, silty sandy, soft
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Natural Feature. Light
yellowish grey, silty
1704 | Cut 0.3 0.08 | sand, soft
Natural Feature. Light
brownish grey, sandy
1705 | Cut 0.3 0.12 | silt, soft
Trench 18 — not excavated
Trench 19 — not excavated
Trench 20
General description Orientation NW-SE
. , ) Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil ,
and subsoil overlying natural geology of gravel and silty Width (m) 1.95
sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown sandy
2000 | Layer 0.25 | silt.
Subsoil. Light greyish
2001 | Layer 0.25 | brown sandy silt.
Natural. Gravel with
frequent patches of
2002 | Layer orangey silty sand.
Trench 21
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty sand. Avg. depth (m) 1
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
2100 | Layer 2 0.2 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
2101 | Layer 2 0.25 | brown, clayey silt, soft
2102 | Void
Natural. Light reddish
2103 | Layer 2 brown, silty sand, soft
Trench 22
General description Orientation NW-SE
Length (m) 20
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
and subsoil overlying natural geology of clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 04
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVLAUATION REPORT LAND PARCEL 2, LAND NORTH OF ORSETT HEAT
LTC20HEV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_FINAL_SL_060120
DATE PUBLISHED - 06/01/2021
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2020 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 31

Document Number: Rev: P01

HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00021

Page 32 of 66



Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
2200 | Layer 2 0.2 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
2201 | Layer 2 brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
2202 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
Trench 23
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) Z
and subsoil overlying natural geology of clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.42
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
2300 | Layer 2 0.2 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
2301 | Layer 2 0.22 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
2302 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
Trench 24
General description Orientation NW-SE
) ) ) Length (m) 30
Trench revealed a ditch and two pits. Consists of )
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of Width (m) 2
clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.52
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
2400 | Layer 2 0.3 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
2401 | Layer 2 0.22 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
2402 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
2403 | Cut 1.6 0.62 | Ditch
Deliberate Backfill.
Mid whiteish grey,
2404 | Fill 2403 1.6 0.62 | sandy silt, compact.
2405 | Cut 0.39 0.08 | Pit.
Primary Fill. Dark
brownish grey, mod
2406 | Fill 2405 0.39 0.08 | compact, sandy silt
2407 | Cut 0.47 0.13 | Pit.
Primary Fill. Dark
brownish grey, sandy
silt, moderately
2408 | Fill 2407 0.47 0.13 | compact
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Primary Fill. Mid
reddish brown, silty
2409 | Fill 2403 0.27 0.6 | clay, firm
Secondary Fill. Mid
brownish grey, silty
2410 | Fill 2403 0.65 0.2 | sand, friable
Trench 25
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil and Width (m) Z
subsoil overlaying natural geology of sandy clay. Avg. depth (m) 0.46
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
2500 | Layer 2 0.26 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish 900-
2501 | Layer 2 0.18 | brown, clayey silt, soft | Pot 1250AD
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
clayey sand with
2502 | Layer 2 frequent gravel, firm
2503 | Cut 0.92 0.4 | Ditch
Secondary Fill. Light
brown grey, silty
2504 | Fill 2503 0.6 0.26 | sand, compact Pot Prehistoric
Secondary Fill. Dark
grey brown, silty clay,
2505 | Fill 2503 0.92 0.16 | friable
Trench 26
General description Orientation NW-SE
. . Length (m) 30
Trench revealed a ditch, four pits and an unexcavated )
feature. Consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying Width (m) 2
natural geology of silty sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
2600 | Layer 2 0.28 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid reddish
2601 | Layer 2 0.18 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown, silty
2602 | Layer 2 sand, soft
Pit. Possibly natural
2603 | Cut 0.5 0.06 | feature
Secondary Fill. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
2604 | Fill 2603 0.5 0.06 | silt, soft
2605 | Cut 0.86 0.4 | Ditch
Primary Fill. Light
greyish brown, silty
2606 | Fill 2605 0.38 0.2 | sand, firm
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Secondary Fill. Mid
brownish grey, sandy

2607 | Fill 2605 0.86 0.2 | silt, soft

2608 | Cut 0.9 0.8 | Pit. Likely modern
Primary Fill. Mid
greyish brown, clayey

2609 | Fill 2608 0.22 0.9 | silt, soft

2610 | Cut 0.77 0.28 | Pit

Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown, sandy

2611 | Fill 2610 0.77 0.28 | silt, soft Pot MBA-EIA
Unexcavated Posthole. Mid greyish

2612 | feature 0.3 brown, sandy silt, soft

2613 | Void

Deliberate Backfill.
Light brownish yellow,
2614 | Fill 2608 0.84 0.34 | mixed silty sands, soft

2615 | Cut 1.8 0.5 | Pit

Secondary Fill. Mid
reddish brown, sandy
2616 | Fill 2615 1.8 0.34 | silt, soft

Natural Feature.
Irregular, likely tree
throw. Mid greyish
2617 | Cut 3 0.3 | brown, sandy silt, soft
Secondary Fill. Light
brownish grey, sandy

2618 | Fill 2615 0.8 0.2 | silt, compact.
Trench 27
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30

Trench revealed one ditch, one posthole and two pits.

Consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying natural Width (m) 1.95
geology of gravel and silty sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown, silty
2700 | Layer 0.35 | clay, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
2701 | Layer 0.25 | brown, sandy silt, soft
Natural. Light Orange
yellow, sand with
2702 | Layer gravel patches, soft
2703 | Cut 0.93 0.26 | Pit
Pot, Beaker
Fired pottery
Primary Fill. Mid clay, and
greyish brown, sandy | burnt prehistoric
2704 | Fill 2703 0.93 0.26 | silt, soft flint flint
2705 | Cut 0.5 0.07 | Posthole
Primary Fill. Mid
greyish brown, sandy
2706 | Fill 2705 0.5 0.07 | silt, soft
2707 | Cut 1.7 0.3 | Ditch
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Primary Fill. Dark
brownish grey, sandy
2708 | Fill 2707 1.7 0.3 | silt, soft
Natural Feature. Soft,
Dark greyish brown,
2709 | Cut 1.5 0.25 | sandy silt
2710 | Void
2711 | Cut 1.1 0.4 | Pit
Secondary Fill. Soft,
mid greyish brown,
2712 | Fill 2711 0.4 1.1 | silty sand
Trench 28
NW/SE
and
General description Orientation NE/SW
. . ) Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil ,
and subsoil overlying natural geology of gravel and silty Width (m) 1.95
sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown sandy
2800 | Layer 0.25 | silt.
Subsoil. Light brown
2801 | Layer 0.25 | sandy silt.
Natural. Gravel and
yellowish orange silty
2802 | Layer sand.
Natural Feature. Sub
circular with rooted
edges. Dark brown,
2803 | Cut 0.62 0.15 | silty sand, soft
Trench 29
General description Orientation NW-SE
. Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one modern feature. Consists of )
ploughsoil overlying subsoil and and natural geology of | "idth (m) 2
clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 1
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
2900 | Layer 2 0.28 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
2901 | Layer 2 0.24 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
2902 | Layer 2 0.4 | clayey sand, firm.
2903 | Void
Trench 30
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General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
overlying subsoil and natural of clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
3000 | Layer 2 0.18 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
3001 | Layer 2 0.3 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Mixed mid
greyish brown and
light yellowish brown,
3002 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
Natural Feature. Fill
consisted of a very
thin lens of charcoal
flecks on the surface
and the rest a mid
greyish brown, silty
3003 | Cut 0.18 0.06 | clay, soft.
3004 | Void
Trench 31
General description Orientation NW-SE
. . Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one pit and a posthole. Consists of )
ploughsoil overlying subsoil and natural geology of Width (m) 2
clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.46
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
3100 | Layer 2 0.24 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
3101 | Layer 2 0.22 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
3102 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
3103 | Cut 0.14 0.12 | Posthole
Primary Fill. Hard, mid
greyish black, silty
3104 | Fill 3103 0.14 0.12 | clay
3105 | Cut 0.96 0.14 | Pit
Primary Fill. Highly
compact, light greyish
3106 | Fill 3105 0.96 0.14 | brown, silty clay
Natural Feature. Mid
reddish brown, silty
sand, soft, frequent
3107 | Cut 0.65 0.03 | gravel
Trench 32
General description Orientation NE-SW
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Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
overlying subsoil and natural geology of clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
3200 | Layer 2 0.3 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
3201 | Layer 2 0.2 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
3202 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
3203 | Cut 1.3 0.14 | Ditch
3204 | Fill 3203 1.3 0.14 | Primary Fill
Trench 33
General description Orientation NW-SE
Length (m) 30
Trench revealed two ditches. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
overlying subsoil and natural geology of clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.46
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
3300 | Layer 2 0.26 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
3301 | Layer 2 0.2 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
3302 | Layer 2 clayey sand, firm
3303 | Cut 0.78 0.07 | Ditch.
Primary Fill. Mod
compact, dark
orangish brown, silty
3304 | Fill 3303 0.78 0.07 | sand
3305 | Cut 1.1 0.14 | Ditch.
Primary Fill. Mod
compact, dark
orangish brown, silty
3306 | Fill 3305 1.1 0.14 | sand. Pot Prehistoric
Trench 34
General description Orientation NE-SW
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) ?
and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
3400 | Layer 2 0.26 | silt, soft
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Subsoil. Mid greyish
3401 | Layer 2 0.24 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light reddish
brown, sandy clay,
3402 | Layer 2 firm
Natural Feature. Mid-
light orangey yellow
brown, friable, silty
3403 | Cut 1.95 0.15 | sand.
Trench 35
General description Orientation NW-SE
. ) . Length (m) 30
Trench revealed two ditches and a pit. Consists of )
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of Width (m) Z
gravely sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.8
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown, silty
3500 | Layer 0.36 | clay, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
3501 | Layer 0.35 | brown, silty clay, soft
Natural. Light Orange
yellow, gravely sand,
3502 | Layer loose.
3503 | Cut 3.3 0.75 | Ditch
Primary Fill. Very firm,
light yellowish brown,
3504 | Fill 3.3 0.75 | silty clay
3505 | Cut 1.3 0.2 | Pit
Primary Fill. Firm,
light whitish orange,
3506 | Fill 3505 1.3 0.2 | sandy silt
3507 | Cut 1.25 0.55 | Ditch
Primary Fill. Firm,
light yellowish brown,
3508 | Fill 3507 1.25 0.55 | silty clay
Trench 36
General description Orientation NE-SW
. . . Length (m) 30
Trench revealed one pit. Consists of ploughsoil and )
subsoil overlying natural geology of gravel and silty Width (m) 1.95
sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown sandy
3600 | Layer 0.3 | silt.
Subsoil. Light greyish
3601 | Layer 0.3 | brown sandy silt.
Natural. Gravel and
3602 | Layer orangey silty sand.
3603 | Cut 0.73 0.17 | Posthole.
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Primary Fill. Loose,
dark greyish brown,

3604 | Fill 3603 0.73 0.17 | silty gravel.
3605 | Cut 0.75 0.25 | Natural Feature
3606 | Cut 1.2 0.24 | Tree Throw
Natural Feature. Mid
greyish brown silty
Unexcavated sand
3607 | feature 0.65
3608 | Cut 0.68 0.3 | Pit
Secondary Fill. Mid
brown grey, silty
3609 | Fill 3608 0.68 0.3 | sand, loose
Secondary Fill. Mid
grey brown, silty
3610 | Fill 3606 1.2 0.24 | sand, loose
Trench 37
General description Orientation NW-SE
. . . Length (m) 30
Trench revealed three ditches, and three pits. Consists )
of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying natural geology of Width (m) 1.95
orange sand and gravel. Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown silty
3700 | Layer 0.24 sand
Subsoil. Mid brownish
3701 | Layer 0.16 grey silty sand
Natural. Brownish
3702 | Layer orange gravelly sand
3703 | Cut 1.25 0.46 | Ditch.
Primary Fill. Compact,
3704 | Fill 3703 1.25 0.24 | light grey, silty sand
Secondary Fill. Mod
compact, dark brown,
3705 | Fill 3703 1.25 0.22 | silty sand.
3706 | Cut 0.95 0.36 | Ditch.
Primary Fill. Light
grey, compact, silty
3707 | Fill 3706 0.95 0.23 | sand.
Secondary Fill. Dark
brown, mod compact,
3708 | Fill 3706 0.95 0.12 | sandy silt.
3709 | Cut 1.13 0.17 | Pit.
Primary Fill. Light
brownish grey, sandy
silt, moderately
3710 | Fill 3709 1.13 0.17 | compact
Pit. Sub circular pit
found at bulk. Dark
Unexcavated greyish brown, sandy
3711 | feature 0.6 silt, soft.
3712 | Cut 1.34 Ditch
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Primary Fill. Dark
greyish brown, sandy
3713 | Fill 3712 0.96 0.3 | silt, soft

Secondary Fill. Light
reddish brown, silty
3714 | Fill 3712 1.12 0.5 | sand, soft

3715 | Cut 0.2 0.12 | Posthole
Secondary Fill. Dark
brownish grey, sandy
3716 | Fill 3715 0.2 0.12 | silt, loose

3717 | Cut 1 0.3 | Pit

Secondary Fill. Soft,
mid reddish brown,
3718 | Fill 3717 1 0.3 | sandy silt

Pit. Elongated in plan,
partially exposed in
the trench. Containing

Unexcavated a light brown sandy
3719 | feature 1.15 silt fill.
Trench 38
General description Orientation NW-SE
Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy gravel. Avg. depth (m) 0.42
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
3800 | Layer 2 0.25 | silt, soft
Subsoil. Mid greyish
3801 | Layer 2 0.12 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Mid reddish
brown, sandy gravel,
3802 | Layer 2 soft
Trench 39
General description Orientation NW-SE
, , ) Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil ,
and subsoil overlying natural geology of silty sand, clay Width (m) 1.95
and gravel. Avg. depth (m) 0.44
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey, clayey
3900 | Layer 2 0.2 | silt, friable
Subsoil. Mid greyish
3901 | Layer 2 0.24 | brown, clayey silt, soft
Natural. Light reddish
brown, clayey sand
with frequent gravel,
3902 | Layer 2 0.3 | firm.
3903 | Void
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Trench 40
General description Orientation NW-SE
, . ) Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil ,
and subsoil overlying natural geology of gravel, sand Width (m) 1.95
and clayey sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.7
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
brownish grey sandy
4000 | Layer 0.3 | silt.
Subsoil. Light brown
4001 | Layer 0.35 | silty sand.
Natural. Varies across
the trench. Gravel,
fine orangey sand and
compact mid brown
4002 | Layer clayey sand.
Trench 41
General description Orientation NE-SW
. . ) Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil )
and subsoil and overlying natural geology of brown clay, Width (m) 1.95
sand and gravel. Avg. depth (m) 0.61
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
brownish grey sandy
4100 | Layer 0.35 | silt.
Subsoil. Mid brown
4101 | Layer 0.26 | sandy silt.
Natural. Compact mix
of brown sandy clay,
fine sand and
4102 | Layer 0.35 | occasionally gravel.
4103 | Void
Trench 42
General description Orientation NW-SE
, . . Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil ,
and subsoil overlying natural geology of sand and Width (m) 0.95
gravel. Avg. depth (m) 0.65
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown sandy
4200 | Layer 0.25 | silt.
Subsoil. Mid greyish
4201 | Layer 0.25 | brown sandy silt.
Natural. Compact mix
of brown clay and
4202 | Layer 0.15 | gravel.
4203 | Void
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Trench 43
General description Orientation NE-SW
) ) Length (m) 30
Trench revealed on posthole. Consists of ploughsoil and ,
subsoil overlying natural geology of orangey silty sand Width (m) 1.95
and gravel. Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey sandy
4300 | Layer 0.25 | silt.
Subsoil. Light greyish
4301 | Layer 0.25 | brown sandy silt.
Natural. Light orangey
silty sand with
frequent gravel and
occasionally patches
4302 | Layer of light grey sandy silt.
4303 | Cut 0.32 0.14 | Posthole.
Primary Fill. Light
brownish grey, mod
4304 | Fill 4303 0.32 0.14 | compact, sandy silt
Trench 44
General description Orientation E-W
. . ) Length (m) 30
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil ,
and subsoil overlying natural geology of sandy clay with | Width (m) 1.95
patches of gravel. Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown sandy
4400 | Layer 0.25 | silt.
Subsoil. Mid brown
4401 | Layer 0.3 | sandy silt.
Natural. Mix of
brownish clay, sand
4402 | Layer 0.3 | and gravel.
4403 | Void
Trench 45 — not excavated
Trench 46 — not excavated
Trench 47
General description Orientation NW-SE
Length (m) 30
Width (m) 0.95
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Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil
and subsoil overlying natural geology of gravel and
sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Context Width Depth
No. Type Fill Of | (m) (m) Description Finds | Date
Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown sandy
4700 | Layer 0.3 | silt.
Subsoil. Light greyish
4701 | Layer 0.2 | brown sandy silt.
Natural. Compact light
brown sandy clay with
4702 | Layer 0.2 | patches of gravel.
4703 | Void
LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVLAUATION REPORT LAND PARCEL 2, LAND NORTH OF ORSETT HEAT
LTC20HEV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_FINAL_SL_060120
DATE PUBLISHED - 06/01/2021
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2020 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 43
Document Number: Rev: P01 Page 44 of 66

HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00021



Appendix B Finds Reports

B.1 Prehistoric Pottery
By Alex Davies
Introduction

B.1.1  The evaluation recovered 26 sherds (122g) of prehistoric pottery from five contexts
across five trenches. The assemblage was diverse, representing at least three
periods. The assemblage is summarised in Table 1.

Description

B.1.2 Context 1404 produced probable early Neolithic pottery. These were undecorated
body sherds, but the fabric was typically early Neolithic containing poorly sorted,
sparse flint temper of variable grade, but up to 5mm in size. The sherds are distinct
from the flint tempered later Bronze Age and Iron Age recovered from context 2611
and elsewhere on the scheme. It is likely that these belong to one or more early
Neolithic Plain Bowls.

B.1.3  Context 2704 produced sherds from two or three Beakers. One was a typically fine
Beaker with comb decoration and tempered with fine flint. Another was a grog
tempered coarser ‘domestic’ Beaker with fingernail decoration. There was another
undecorated coarse grog tempered sherd that might belong to the second vessel or
to a third.

B.1.4 Context 2611 produced sherds from a vessel datable only to the middle Bronze Age
to early Iron Age. The vessel consisted of flint tempered (well sorted) body sherds.
There was a weak shoulder, although this is not chronologically diagnostic.

Context | Count | Weight (g) | Fabric Spot-date | Comment
1404 3 35 Flint, E Neo Inc 2 sherds (24g) from
coarse, enviro sample 1
poorly
sorted
2504 7 2 Flint Undatable | Crumbs. Probably
prehistoric
2611 8 37 Flint, med, MBA-EIA | Weak shoulder
well sorted
2704 6 45 Grog; Flint, | Beaker At least two vessels - a fine
fine, well comb decorated beaker
sorted (flint tempered), and a
coarser 'domestic' Beaker
with fingernail decoration
(grog-tempered). Inc 3
sherds (16g) from enviro
sample 2
3306 2 3 Flint, sand Prehistoric | Highly abraded
Total 26 122
Table 1: Prehistoric pottery
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B.2 Medieval Pottery
By John Cotter
Introduction and methodology

B.2.1 A single sherd of pottery weighing 18g was recovered. This has not been separately
catalogued but is fully described below. Medieval fabric codes referred to are those
of the Museum of London (MOLA 2014).

Description

B.2.2 Context (2501) Spot-date: c 900-1250: 1 sherd (18g). Fresh body sherd from a jar
or spouted pitcher in Pingsdorf-type red-painted ware (Fabric REDP, ¢ 900-1250).
Very hard, fine sandy, near-stoneware fabric. Off-cream colour with light grey
surfaces. On the external surface are two, almost parallel, vertical stripes of dark
brown paint - the surviving traces of a decorative scheme. Painted decoration on this
ware is usually a red-brown colour, but a reduced firing atmosphere has caused this
to appear darker than usual. The vessel is clearly wheel-thrown and evidently quite
large - with a maximum diameter of ¢ 220mm at the girth. The wall thickness is 3.5-
4mm and the sherd has a maximum length of 68mm.

B.2.3 The fabric code REDP is used in London to cover a limited range of Rhenish Red
painted wares, traditionally known as Pingsdorf-type ware, after the town of that name
near Cologne, in north-west Germany. Vessels associated with the drinking and
serving of beverages, including beakers and spouted pitchers with frilled bases, are
the commonest forms found in London, but some small jar/cooking pots are also
known (Vince and Jenner 1991, fig. 2.107). Even in London the ware is not
particularly common. While it has a quite a long date range (c 900-1250) it is typically
found in London deposits of the 11th-12th century (ibid., 102). It is rarer from Essex.
The presence of the isolated sherd here, from near Orsett Heath, can probably be
explained by its proximity to the Thames estuary.
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B.3 Flint

By Lawrence Billington
Introduction

B.3.1 A very small assemblage of three struck flints and 49g (10 fragments) of unworked
burnt flint was recovered during the evaluation. A basic quantification of the
assemblage is provided in Table 2.

Context | Cut Sample | Feature | Flake | Burnt unworked Burnt unworked
type flint count flint weight (g.)

604 603 Ditch 1

1404 1403 1 Pit 10 48.69

2704 2703 2 Pit 2

Table 2. Quantification of the worked and burnt flint

Results

B.3.2  Thefill of ditch 603, Trench 6, produced a single narrow decortication flake, and has
the distinctive green-grey cortex and underlying orange band of flint derived from the
bullhead beds, found at the base of certain Tertiary deposits in southeast and eastern
England where they overlay the flint-bearing chalk (Shepherd 1972, 114).

B.3.3 Pit 1403, Trench 14, produced a small quantity of burnt, unworked, flint. This material
was heavily calcined and highly fragmented, with ten fragments weighting 49g (mean
clast weight of 4.99).

B.3.4 Two small, partly cortical flakes, in fresh condition, were recovered from pit 2703,
Trench 27. Both are simple hard hammer struck removals and although they did not
refit they may derive from the same nodule of raw material.

Discussion

B.3.5 None of the worked flints can be regarded as chronologically diagnostic, but they are
consistent with a broad Neolithic or early Bronze Age date. It seems likely that the
single flint from ditch 603 is residual, whilst the pair of flakes from pit 1403 may be
broadly contemporary with the feature from which they derive. The small assemblage
of burnt flint from pit 2703 is also likely to be of prehistoric date.
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B.4 Fired Clay
By Cynthia Poole

B.4.1  Two fragments of fired clay were recovered from pit 2703 (fill 2704 ). Neither have any
original shaped surfaces surviving. One (3g) recovered by hand excavation is a small
rounded heavily abraded piece 18mm long made in a coarse sandy fabric fired red
grading to yellowish brown at one end. The second fragment (9g) from a sieved
sample 2 is irregular and amorphous and moderately abraded. It is made in fine
sandy-silty clay with fine pores possibly from fine roots grown through it. It is fired
grey apart from a reddened tip on one side. No firm conclusions can be drawn from
these pieces, suffice to say that they are consistent with debris dislodged from
domestic ovens or hearths during raking out of such structures.
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B.5 Worked Stone
By Ruth Shaffrey
Introduction

B.5.1 A single piece of stone weighing 420g and measuring 43mm thick was recovered
from context 403. This was recorded with the aid of x10 magnification hand lens. The
stone retains no original edges, but one of two flat, parallel faces has been worn
smooth through use. Both faces also have a fine groove across them, which could be
from sharpening. The stone is a medium grained micaceous sandstone, slightly
reddened on one face through exposure to heat. The stone could have been used as
a quern, but has certainly been used as a sharpening stone. The sandstone is not
distinctive enough for a provenance to be established, but it could be from the Thanet
Formation.
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Appendix C Environmental Reports

C.1 Environmental Samples
By Richard Palmer
Introduction

C.1.1  Two bulk samples were taken as part of the evaluation, primarily for the retrieval and
assessment of charred plant remains (CPR) and the recovery of bones and artefacts.

Method

C.1.2 The samples were processed in their entirety at Oxford Archaeology using a modified
Siraf-type water flotation machine. The flots were collected in a 250um mesh and
residues in a 500um mesh and dried. The residue fractions were sorted by eye and
with the aid of a magnet while the flot material was sorted using a low power (x10)
binocular microscope to extract cereal grains and chaff, smaller seeds and other
quantifiable remains.

Results
C.1.3 Summary sample and flot abundance data is presented in Table 3.

C.1.4 Trench 14. Sample 1 from fill 1404 of early Neolithic pit 1403 produced a large flot.
Recovered charcoal includes ring porous specimens and the outer surface of many
fragments is dirty with sand encrustation. Recovered CPR is in mixed condition with
grain potentially being wheat (cf Triticum sp.) and chaff being a mix of rachis and
glume fragments. The weed assemblage includes dock seeds (Rumex sp.) and
charred goosefoot seeds (Chenopodium sp.) both in small quantities. Pottery and
burnt flint were recovered from the residue.

C.1.5 Trench 27. Sample 2 from fill 2704 of Beaker pit 2703 produced a flot containing only
charcoal and clinker-like material. Pottery, burnt flint and fired clay were recovered
from the residue.

Discussion

C.1.6  The potential for recovery of charred material on site is variable in both quantity and
preservation. The early Neolithic date for sample 1 places a high level of significance
on the material recovered despite the small quantities.

Recommendations for retention/dispersal

C.1.7 The flots warrant retention until the completion of the project. The possible early
Neolithic sample should be retained for further analysis and scientific dating as part
of any further work.
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Key

Table 3. Assessment of environmental samples

: +=present (up to 5 items), ++=frequent (5-25), +++=common (25-100), ++++=abundant (100+)
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Appendix E Abbreviations and Glossary

ADS Archaeology Data Service. Digital archaeological archive

CDM Construction Design Manual. Health and safety guidance for the construction industry
CPD Continuing Professional Development

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

DBA Desk Based Assessment. Detailed assessment of archaeology and other aspects of the
historic environment

DCO Development Consent Order

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment. Detailed study of environmental impacts as directed
under the The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)

Regulations 2017 following on from EU Directive EIA Directive (85/337/EEC)

ES Environmental Statement. The principal environmental report detailing environmental
impacts within an EIA

GPS Global Positioning System

HER Historic Environment Record

LTC Lower Thames Crossing

MCIfA Member of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

MoRPHE Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment

NMP National Mapping Programme. A study of aerial photographs and digitisation of resulting
data into GIS. Originally funded by Historic England

OASIS Online Access to the Index of archaeological investigations.

The OASIS project brings together a number of strategic partners: the Archaeology Data
Service, Historic England, Historic Environment Scotland, and the Royal Commission on
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales under the umbrella of the University of

York

OCN Old County Number. Historic England’s reference for material that is not readily-available
online and may represent historic archaeological work that consists of paper archives or
has yet to be formally reported on

PINS Planning Inspectorate

RAMS Risk Assessment Method Statement

SMC Scheduled monument consent

TDR Trusted Digital Repository

UKIC United Kingdom Institute for Conservation

WSI Written Project of Investigation. A detailed method statement for archaeological work
WSL - Western Southern Link

The Western Southern Link (WSL) is an alternative for Short List Routes 2, 3 and 4 to the

south of the River Thames.
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Appendix F Site Summary

Site name: Lower Thames Crossing Land Parcel 2,
Land North of Orsett Heath, Essex

Site code: LTC20H20

Grid Reference NGR 564047 180101

Type: Evaluation

Date and duration: 7th-16th October 2020

Area of Site 7.8 ha.

Location of archive:

The archive from LTC20HO (Land Parcel 2) will form part of the overall trial trenching
scheme archive. This will be deposited in a repository consistent with the standards required
by the Museums and Galleries Commission following completion of the archaeological
phase of this project. This may either be with the local receiving museum in Thurrock or, if
no such repositories are available, with a repository for the whole project designated by
LTC. LTC retain the overall responsibility for the successful deposition of the project archive.

Currently, the archive is held at Oxford Archaeology’s head office, Janus House, Osney
Mead, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX2 OES. Oxford Archaeology will store the archive for LTC for
a maximum period of 2 years following the completion of the project. If the storage of the
archive at OA’s office extends past this period, an extension to the storage period and final
deposition timetable will be reviewed by OA and LTC and agreed with the major
stakeholders.

Summary of Results:

Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Balfour Beatty to undertake a trial
trench evaluation of Land Parcel 2, covered by WSI B of the Lower Thames Crossing Pre-
Enabling Works. This land parcel is located ¢ 30m north of the hamlet of Orsett Heath within
the county of Essex and Thurrock unitary authority (NGR 564047 180101). A total of 41
trenches were excavated and recorded between 7th and 16th October 2020.

One early Neolithic pit was found in Trench 14 in the western part of the site, and one late
Neolithic/early Bronze Age pit containing Beaker finds in the eastern half in Trench 27.
These add to a pattern of dispersed early prehistoric activity on the gravel terrace identified
from previous discoveries on the gravels in this area.

One pit containing later prehistoric (middle Bronze Age to early Iron Age) pottery was found
in Trench 26, and two pits containing sherds only datable as prehistoric are also likely to be
of later prehistoric date. Undated pits and ditches, including one curvilinear example, were
scattered across the site, and many of these are also likely to be of prehistoric date, given
the absence of later features or finds from the site.

No evidence of Roman or Anglo-Saxon activity was found, and only a single sherd of
medieval pottery, although this was a rare continental import and thus of intrinsic interest.

Post-medieval finds were sparse. One NNW-SSE ditch in Trench 27 may well correspond
to a boundary shown on the Tithe map of ¢ 1840, although no continuation of this boundary
was seen in Trench 41, which also crossed its line. It is likely that some of the undated
ditches, particularly those on NNW-SSE or ENE-WSW alignments, may well be field
boundaries of post-medieval date.
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Plate 4: South-east facing section 2602, pits 2608 and 2610

Document Number: Rev: P01 Page 64 of 66
HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00021




\*CAR*04.01.20

Land_North_of_Orsett_Heath

0:\L_codes\LTC_Lower Thames Crossing\LTC2OHEV

¥

Plate 6: South-west facing section 3700 of ditch 3703
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Summary

Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Balfour Beatty to undertake a
trial trench evaluation of Land Parcels 3, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 103, 104 and 107 covered
by WSI G of the Lower Thames Crossing Pre-Enabling Works. These Land Parcels
are located either side of the A13, to the south and east of Orsett within the county of
Essex and Thurrock unitary authority (NGR 564149, 180821). A total of 167 trenches
were dug and recorded between 28th September and 27th October 2020 across Land
Parcels 3, 30 and 35. Land Parcels 31, 32, 34, 103, 104, and 107 were not accessible
during this phase of fieldwork.

The evaluation revealed a range of archaeological activity dating from the early
Neolithic onwards. A single pit containing early Neolithic pottery and flint was recorded
in the north-east corner of Land Parcel 30 and residual artefacts of the same date
were also recovered from the same area. The evaluation revealed scattered evidence
for Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement, predominantly from Land Parcel 30, but
across all three parcels. This was represented by a low density of small ditches and
discrete features with small quantities of finds dating to these periods, providing an
indication of dispersed settlement and associated field systems through the later
prehistoric period, although the limited size of the pottery assemblage and lack of
diagnostic pieces has made it difficult to determine the periods of activity more
precisely.

Rectilinear cropmarks indicating ditched enclosures around Heath Place and Hornsby
Lane were confirmed to be Roman in date. The main phase of occupation took place
from the early Roman period and peaked by the end of the 3rd century with little to no
evidence that it continued into the 4th century. Evidence from Trenches 135 to 150
revealed that the activity was well-defined within the ditched enclosures, and
concentrations of pits and postholes with associated finds assemblages clearly
demonstrate domestic settlement. Evidence for associated industrial activities is
limited, based on the artefact assemblages and environmental evidence, but trial
trenching from Hornsby Lane to the south and east has shown that these enclosures
were linked to both pottery production and agricultural economies. The rectilinear
system of cropmarks to the north of the A13 are likely to be of Roman date and also
indicate a focus on an agricultural economy, but due to their peripheral location very
few of these features provided reliable dating evidence.

Archaeological evidence for the post-Roman period was sparse and consisted of a
single pit of early/middle Anglo-Saxon date in Trench 76, a medieval pit in Trench 104
and late medieval pottery from a ditch in Trench 114. During the post-medieval period,
the site was almost entirely used for agricultural activity.

A large number of undated features were also recorded from across the different Land
Parcels. These included three unurned cremation burials in Trench 136 but also many
pits, postholes and ditches.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Project details and scope of work

1.1.1  The Lower Thames Crossing Project is located between the A2 in Kent and
the M25 in the London Borough of Havering. It will run underneath the River
Thames through a tunnel and emerge on the northern side of the river at
East Tilbury. From the North Portal the road will run to the M25 at Junction
29 via the A13 and pass between North and South Ockendon. The
development of the project is managed by LTC, a partnership between
Highways England and a consultancy joint venture set up to oversee the
scheme.

1.1.2 A programme of archaeological trial trenching commenced in the Essex
part of the scheme in November 2019. A scheme-wide specification for trial
trenching was written by LTC (Highways England 2018), and in July 2019,
LTC commissioned Balfour Beatty to deliver the pre-Enabling Works.
Balfour Beatty appointed Oxford Archaeology (OA) to prepare a project-
wide written scheme of investigation (WSI) for the scheme, which (at the
request of the key archaeological stakeholders) is divided into two parts,
one for the Kent section and another for Essex and Havering (Oxford
Archaeology 2019a; 2019b).

1.1.3 Following completion of the project-wide WSIs, OA was instructed to
prepare a series of site-specific or group-site-specific WSIs for approval by
the key archaeological stakeholders in advance of trial trenching to inform
the Development Consent Order. A detailed WSI was created for Land
Parcels 3, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 103, 104 and 107 prior to the trial trenching
(WSI G, Oxford Archaeology 2020a), which details the archaeological
background and potential within the site. It also sets out the archaeological
aims and objectives appropriate to the investigation of this Land Parcel by
trenching and describes the methodology to be applied. The WSI was
approved by Richard Havis, Principal Historic Environment Consultant for
Place Services at Essex County Council, prior to the start of the fieldwork.

1.1.4 Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned as Balfour Beatty’s
archaeological contractor to undertake the evaluation in accordance with
the approved WSI and local and national planning policies. At the time of
the evaluation, only Land Parcels 3 (North), 30 and 35 were available for
trenching. The fieldwork in Land Parcels 3 (North), 30 and 35 was
completed between 28 September and 27 October 2020.

1.1.5 All work followed the MORPHE Project Manager's guide (English Heritage
2015), and the Code of Conduct of the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists. The archaeological works adhered to the standards and
guidance for archaeological evaluation, excavation and archiving (CIfA
2014a; CIFA 2014b).

1.1.6 The work was monitored by Richard Havis and Katie Lee-Smith of Place
Services on behalf of the Borough of Thurrock.
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1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1  The area covered by WSI G lies within the county of Essex and Thurrock
unitary authority (NGR 564149, 180821) and is located either side of the
A13 south of the village of Orsett, and also extends up the west side of the
village (Fig. 1). The WSI covers an area of 95.96ha. Land Parcels 31, 34,
35 and 103 are located just north of the A13, crossing Mill Lane, Rectory
Road and the A128, and Land Parcels 3 (North), 30, 32, 33 and 104 are
located south of the A13 and either side of the A1013. The easternmost of
these, Land Parcel 104, lies immediately north of the modern suburb of
Orsett, separate from the historic village centre. A further corridor runs north
to the west of Orsett across the B188 and then west through Land Parcels
105-7 around the hamlet of Baker Street. Land Parcel 3 is part of a large
field, the southern part of which was the subject of a separate WSI (WSI
C), which has already been evaluated by trenching. The parts of Land
Parcel 3 within WSI G are called Land Parcel 3 (North).

1.2.2 The bedrock geology of the majority of WSI G is Lambeth Group gravels
with a small amount of Thanet Sand at the southern edge of the site (BGS
2020). The superficial geology of the site is mixed, the Lambeth Group
gravels and the Thanet Sand being overlain in the western third of the site
by the Boyn Hill Gravel Member (sand and gravel) and in the central third
by a band of Head Clay running from NW-SE along a dry valley. Patches
of Black Park sand and gravel overlie the eastern part of the site. Parts of
the corridor west of Orsett and the area immediately north of the Orsett
suburb have no recorded superficial deposits.

1.2.3 Land Parcels 30, 31, 33 and 3 form part of larger arable fields whilst Land
Parcels 32 and 34 are made up of small pasture fields. Mobbs Farm is
located west of Mill Lane within Land Parcel 34. Land Parcels 105 and 106
are arable, while Land Parcel 107 is a mixture of pasture and arable fields.
Within the 1km site buffer the land use is a mixture of agricultural land and
urban development associated with the village of Orsett. The village of
Orsett is split, the northern historic core of the village situated 0.5km north
(and east) of the site and the modern housing estates of Orsett located to
the south-east, just south of the site. The area between Land Parcels 3
(North) and 104 west of the junction of the A13 and the Brentwood Road is
used as a recycling centre and also as a quarry. The area is also divided
by the A13, A1013 and the A1089, which have displaced the historical field
boundaries.

1.2.4 The eastern part of the site (Land Parcels 31-33, 35, 105, the eastern part
of 3 (North), 103 and 104) lies upon an upland area to the south and west
of Orsett. A dry valley crosses the western part of the site orientated north-
west to south-east, and this includes the western part of Land Parcels 30
and 34 and the western part of Land Parcel 3 (North). West of this the
ground rises again. The eastern part of the site rises sharply up to the gravel
terrace, which is at 30—34m aOD. To the east the Boyn gravel terrace is
lower than on the west, approaching 26m aOD. The Mar Dyke river lies
2.7km to the north-west, and this is the nearest large river to the site.
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1.3 Previous investigations

1.3.1 A small archaeological excavation was undertaken immediately south of
Land Parcel 31 in 1979 during the widening of the A13. The results of this
investigation are discussed below (Wilkinson 1988).

1.3.2 In 1946 a rhomboidal, double-ditched enclosure was identified by aerial
photography within the eastern part of the site. This site, known as ‘Orsett
Cock’ was trial-trenched in 1956—7 and watching briefs took place in 1960—
61 and in 1968-70 as part of the laying of gas pipelines. This site was
subsequently excavated in 1976-9 in advance of the A13 widening. The
archaeological investigations found that this site was occupied as a
defensive enclosure in the middle to late Iron Age and subsequently as a
farmstead with pottery kilns during the Roman period. Evidence was also
found of Saxon occupation of Orsett Cock including five sunken-featured
buildings (Carter 1998).

1.3.3 The A13 was landscaped during the 1970s widening scheme and this
landscaping is very likely to have truncated archaeological remains within
the footprint of this scheme.

1.3.4 In 2018-19 there were junction alterations and further widening to the A13
within the area of the site and for several kilometres north-eastwards. Trial
trenching by LP Archaeology was followed by several targeted excavations
in 2019, and a summary of the findings of the evaluation and excavation
was kindly provided by John Duffy in advance of completion of the report.
The investigation was spilt into eight areas (A-H): Areas E, G and H lay
within the site and Areas A and B just south and east respectively. Further
east, Area D had already been heavily truncated by the construction of the
A13, while Area C 2km to the north-east contained the most archaeology,
comprising Mesolithic pits and medieval and post-medieval ditches.

1.3.5 Area E, within the A13/A128 junction traffic island, revealed very little
surviving archaeology, while trenching further west confirmed linear
features known from cropmarks, and recorded further linear features and
pits; these were confirmed by small excavations at Areas G and H to the
west of the junction, but were mostly undated. A sequence of Roman
ditches was also recorded in Area H, just south of Land Parcel 35, and
several other ditches contained a small quantity of prehistoric and medieval
dating evidence. Areas A and B, east of the A13/A128 junction, also
confirmed linear cropmark features, and these were tentatively interpreted
as part of a prehistoric field system.

1.4 Archaeological and historical background

1.4.1 The chronological summary of known archaeology given below is taken
from WSI G (Oxford Archaeology 2020a). This covers all of the land parcels
within the WSI rather than just the areas accessible within this phase of
evaluation fieldwork.

1.4.2 Palaeolithic. No Palaeolithic finds have been recovered within the site.
Palaeolithic finds have been identified 0.2km south of WSI G including four
handaxes, one retouched flake and nine flakes. A number of Palaeolithic
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finds have also been recorded 0.8—1km south and south-west of WSI G
and outside the area of the scheme, including a handaxe and flint flakes.

1.4.3 Mesolithic. No Mesolithic finds have been recorded within the site.
Mesolithic finds spots have been recorded 0.8km south of the site.

1.4.4 Neolithic. The only known Neolithic find within the site was recovered at
Orsett Cock along the line of the A13. A scheduled early Neolithic
causewayed enclosure (EH List Entry no. 1009286; Aerial Mapping report
site 17A) is located 50m east of the site, and findspots of Neolithic flints
have also been recorded in the vicinity.

1.4.5 A narrow rectangular enclosure cropmark, aligned east—west with rounded
ends is known from aerial photographs in Land Parcel 3 (south) about 100m
south of the site, and from its morphology this was suspected to be a
mortuary enclosure of Neolithic date. Evaluation trenching, however,
indicated that this had been heavily truncated by later agriculture, surviving
only as a very shallow ditch, and no dating evidence was recovered (Oxford
Archaeology 2020b). This may be a duplicate of a possible long barrow
recorded in the HER as 0.2km further south. Neolithic flints have also been
recorded across several fields 0.6km south of the site on the boundary of
the scheme area.

1.4.6 Early Bronze Age. The cropmark of a possible ring ditch, which may
represent a ploughed-out round barrow, was identified at the western edge
of Land Parcel 30 (Aerial Investigations and Mapping Report site 21). An
oval ring ditch measuring ¢ 7 x 5m was excavated along the line of the A13
within the eastern part of the scheme (Carter 1998, 165). The ditch
contained middle Bronze Age pottery and cremated bone in its upper fills
and may have been an early Bronze Age barrow continuing in use into the
middle Bronze Age.

1.4.7 Alarge ring ditch is known as a cropmark 180m west of the site, and this is
almost certainly of early Bronze Age date. A small cropmark ring ditch lies
only 100m north of Land Parcel 31 (Aerial Investigation and Mapping
Report site 72), and another small ring ditch, referred to as site 49 by the
Aerial Investigation and Mapping Report, was identified 0.5km north of the
site. These possibly represent further early Bronze Age barrows.

1.4.8 Three early Bronze Age vessels dating to 2500—2000BC were found in a
pit within the eastern part of the site during a watching brief on topsoil
stripping for the A13 in the late 1970s. This pit was presumed to mark the
site of a Beaker burial and lay within an area of multiple cropmarks (Carter
1998, 165).

1.4.9 Later Bronze Age and Iron Age. WSI G is located 0.5km north-east and
south-east of the Orsett (Grey Goose Farm) Cropmark Complex (EH List
Entry No. 1002134). This is a scheduled monument that comprises an
extensive and dense multi-period site. It includes a number of cropmark
small ring ditches, one of which on the west side of the site was shown by
evaluation to be of later Bronze Age date, probably representing a burial
monument (OA 2020a). The other cropmark ring ditches proved to be of
Iron Age date and were probably roundhouse enclosures. Although there
was a scatter of pottery of later Bronze Age and early Iron Age date across
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this site, this was almost all residual in later features, but supplements the
several late Bronze Age to early Iron Age features recorded just south and
south-east of this during excavations for the A13 (Wilkinson 1988, 13—16).

1.4.10 The eastern part of a prehistoric scheduled monument (EH List Entry No.
1009287) is located within the northern part of the area of WSI G. This
monument comprises a circular enclosure that is believed to represent a
middle to late Bronze Age Springfield-style enclosure (or ring-fort) and an
overlying complex of settlement enclosures containing smaller ring ditches
or penannular gullies and pits believed to date to the Iron Age. The large
circular enclosure is named after an example excavated at Springfield
Lyons, near Chemsford.

1.4.11 Despite the evidence of penannular gullies or small ring ditches within it,
the integrated complex of enclosures may indicate that this site continued
into the Roman period or was in fact largely of Roman date. A pair of
converging linear boundaries parallel to the north edge of this enclosure
complex may be contemporary, representing a trackway or a succession of
boundaries, or could be of much later date, relating to a subdivision of the
surviving field pattern.

1.4.12 Iron Age settlement activity was recorded west of Rectory Road on the
south edge of Land Parcel 31 during the widening of the A13. Four pits
(including two grain storage pits), 13 postholes and a possible fence line
were recorded (Wilkinson 1988). Two pits contained early Iron Age pottery
and two samples of carbonised grain within one of the pits returned
radiocarbon date ranges of middle to late Iron Age date: 160 + 80 BC (HAR
4527) and 400 = 70 BC (HAR 4635). Other features contained scraps of
flint-tempered pottery. This settlement occupied a high point on the Boyn
Hill terrace although the excavation also recorded a mixed loamy layer
which covered the gravels. This superficial layer, probably Head Clay,
covered cropmarks in this area, restricting their identification from aerial
photographs (Wilkinson 1988).

1.4.13 The Orsett Cock excavation at the A13 roundabout within the eastern part
of the site found a scatter of residual middle Iron Age pottery. During the
late Iron Age, a sub-square enclosure was constructed along with a timber
posthole building. This was followed by a larger triple-ditched enclosure of
late Iron Age/early Roman date. A number of Iron Age spearheads were
found within the backfill of the triple-ditched enclosure (Carter 1998). Two
large oval pits containing early Iron Age pottery, a loom weight and hearth
debris were recorded in a watching brief 0.5km east of the Orsett Cock
enclosure and within the eastern part of the site.

1.4.14 A number of other features and cropmarks have been recorded close to the
Orsett Cock enclosure. This includes a cropmark probable enclosure and
pits that were identified by the aerial survey (site 72) within Land Parcel 31
and within the rest of the field to the north. There is also a cropmark complex
(Aerial Survey site 16) in the fields to the east and within the north-eastern
part of the site. These extensive cropmarks cover an area of 90ha. The
north-westernmost element of this is a partial curvilinear enclosure with a
probable cluster of pits, and only 80m east of this is a sub-rectangular large
enclosure containing a penannular enclosure, both of which may well be
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later prehistoric. Some 200m east again there is a small ring ditch and
another sub-rectangular enclosure, together with a scatter of discrete
features, all of which may be prehistoric. The site includes several linear
features, rectilinear features and a circular feature within the south-eastern
part of this cropmark complex. A number of linear features corresponding
to cropmarks were found south and east of the site during the 2018-19 A13
archaeological works. Most of these did not produce dating evidence,
although some in Areas A and B were tentatively dated to the prehistoric
period (J Duffy pers. comm.).

1.4.15 The Neolithic causewayed enclosure (EH List Entry No. 1009286) located
50m east of the site was overlain by an unenclosed early Iron Age site and
a middle Iron Age sub-rectangular enclosure (Hedges and Buckley 1978,
219-308). Cropmarks including pits, linear features and ring ditches extend
from the area of the scheduled early Iron Age enclosure both south-west
and north-west (Aerial Mapping Report sites 17A, 17B and 72). Within these
another sub-rectangular enclosure may also be of Iron Age date.

1.4.16 A large quantity of high-status Iron Age material was recovered by metal
detectorists adjacent to the site. This findspot may have been located within
an extensive rectilinear enclosure located in the vicinity of the Iron Age finds
in Land Parcel 3 (South). Evaluation has shown that a group of smaller
enclosures on the east side of this were of late Iron Age or very early Roman
date, but that the major part of the enclosure was of Roman date (OA
2020b). Two Iron Age vessels were also found just north of Land Parcel 34
and are now kept in Orsett Church.

1.4.17 Roman period. During the late Iron Age/early Roman period a triple-
ditched enclosure measuring ¢ 90m long by 80m wide was constructed at
Orsett Cock within the eastern part of the site. This continued in use
throughout much of the Roman period, with a succession of round and
rectangular buildings and four pottery kilns. The site was interpreted as a
Romano-British farmstead that developed into a pottery production site
(Carter 1998, 1-10). Early Roman pottery was also found just south-east of
Orsett Cock and just at the edge of the site. Another Roman enclosure was
recorded before the A13 widening within the easternmost part of the site,
but only the south-east corner of this enclosure was recorded. North-west
of the Orsett Cock enclosure is an extensive complex of cropmark
enclosures, trackways, fields and probable pits. The south-eastern part of
this complex is located within the north-eastern part of the site. A rectilinear
arrangement of trackways or double ditches is orientated on the same
alignment as some of the post-medieval field boundaries, so these may be
late in date, but they incorporate a large sub-rectangular enclosure that is
thought more likely to be of late prehistoric date, suggesting that the system
may well prove to be Roman. Several linear features and part of a possible
trackway are located within the area of the site. A sequence of Roman
ditches was recorded in Area H south-west of the Orsett Cock junction
during the 2018-19 A13 archaeological works (J Duffy pers. comm.) and
were presumably related to the Orsett Cock triple-ditched enclosure.

1.4.18 The lines of two possible Roman roads cross the eastern part of the site.
The more westerly of these roads is on a NNW-SSE alignment and is
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believed to pass between the Orsett Cock enclosure and the Roman
enclosure further to the east. The other proposed Roman road lies further
east and is suggested as running on a NW-SE alignment from Orsett Hall
to East Tilbury. Two Roman findspots were recorded close to the line of the
western road, but no definite evidence for these roads has been recorded.

1.4.19 Another extensive cropmark complex that includes one very large
rectilinear enclosure and several smaller ones linked by trackways or field
boundaries was identified by the aerial survey partially within the southern
part of the site (Aerial Investigations and Mapping Report site 20). The large
enclosure is on a north-west to south-east alignment and contains sub-
divisions, pits and curvilinear smaller enclosures. Recent trial trench
evaluation for the scheme in Land Parcel 3 (South) has revealed ditches
and other features belonging to the southern part of an enclosure containing
Roman pottery, confirming their Roman date (OA 2020b). Pottery kilns were
also discovered in the area of WSI C in Land Parcel 3 (South).

1.4.20 A cluster of Roman find spots have been recorded just north of the
settlement of Orsett and 0.5km east of the site. This suggests Roman
activity in this area.

1.4.21 In the wider area, several possible Roman sites lie on the gravel ridge 0.5—
1.5km north-west of the site. These comprise a late Iron Age to late Roman
farmstead, the scheduled Orsett (Grey Goose Farm) Cropmark Complex
(EH List Entry No. 1002134), which evaluation has shown includes Roman
enclosures (OA 2020a), and another possible Roman enclosure just to the
east of it.

1.4.22 Medieval period. Early to middle Saxon activity has been identified east
and south-east of the Land Parcel. A Saxon settlement was located at
Orsett Cock, within the eastern part of the site in the area previously
occupied by the Roman settlement enclosure. The Saxon occupation of the
Orsett enclosure comprised five sunken-featured buildings with associated
pottery dating to the 6th and 7th centuries. Several further buildings were
found outside the enclosure to the east along the A13 and north-east at
Barrington’s Farm within the site (Milton 1987). During the excavations at
Barrington’s Farm six Saxon features were recorded including three
sunken-feature buildings, and these contained Anglo-Saxon pottery dating
to AD 400-700. Other features probably of Saxon date were also found in
this area. Several undated field boundaries post-date these early Saxon
features and indicate that a later field system was imposed on this area
(Carter 1998). These are likely to be later medieval or post-medieval field
boundaries.

1.4.23 The Orsett Neolithic causewayed enclosure (EH List Entry No. 1009286)
located 50m east of the site was reused as a Saxon cemetery comprising
five small ring ditches in the 7th—8th centuries. The aerial investigation and
mapping survey that was undertaken as part of the project identified a large
number of linear cropmarks and pits around the causewayed enclosure,
which may date from the prehistoric to the medieval period (Aerial
Investigation and Mapping Report site 17). The cropmark of a similar
penannular small ring ditch is visible 200m north-west of the Orsett Cock
enclosure and may indicate another middle Saxon burial site.
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1.4.24 A dense pattern of individual cropmarks of varying size and shape are
dispersed across the Orsett Cropmark Complex (EH List Entry No.
1002134; Aerial Investigation and Mapping Report sites 13 and 14) located
0.3km west of the site. These were interpreted as pits, and some were
thought likely to represent Saxon sunken-featured buildings (Place
Services 2019). Evaluation of this site has not, however, produced any
Saxon finds, and the discrete cropmarks have mostly proved to be
geological in origin (OA 2020a). A Saxon clay loomweight was, however,
recovered from work along the line of the A13 south of the monument
(Wilkinson 1988).

1.4.25 Some of the discrete features identified from cropmarks within Land Parcels
30 and 35 are also of similar size to sunken-featured buildings, but these
may also prove to be geological, or alternatively, as the ‘pits’ are of a variety
of sizes and shapes, some rather irregular, many may prove to be small
quarries of medieval or later date.

1.4.26 In the late Saxon and later medieval period the site was located within the
manor and parish of Orsett. The Domesday survey recorded the settlement
of Orsett as having 61 householders, 30 plough teams, six cattle, 40 pigs
and 115 sheep in 1086. This manor belonged to the Bishops of London (St
Paul’s). This manor also had enough woodland to accommodate 1000 pigs
(Palmer 2019). This documentary evidence suggest that the economy may
have been a mixture of arable and pastoral and that some parts of the
parish were wooded.

1.4.27 Bishop Bonner’s Palace is a scheduled monument (EH List Entry No.
1002196) located 0.3km north-east of the site. This ring and bailey
earthwork is likely to date to between the late Saxon period and the later
12th century and may have been the seat of the Orsett manor belonging to
the Bishops of London as mentioned in Domesday.

1.4.28 The later medieval nucleated settlement of Orsett was located just outside
the site on the north and east. The church of St Giles and All Saints is Grade
| listed (EH List Entry No. 1147049) and is located ¢ 0.5km east of the site.
This church dates to the 12th century. It is likely that in the later medieval
period the Land Parcel was used as agricultural land associated with the
settlement of Orsett. A number of roughly north—south aligned droveways
have been observed as cropmarks within the wider area and these may
have been used to take livestock to and from the marshland and the upland
ridge. Mill Lane and Rectory Road may be medieval in origin, and a group
of cropmark trackways south of Orsett on either side of Rectory Road and
on the same orientation or at right angles may also date from the medieval
period, as may some of the enclosures within this system. One of these
possible droveways passes through the north-eastern part of the site,
although this may instead be earlier in date.

1.4.29 Post-medieval period. Documentary evidence indicates that the site was
situated either side of a SW—NE road from Stifford to Stanford. The site was
also located 0.5km south and 0.4km west of the village of Orsett and 0.5km
north-east of the hamlet of Orsett Heath. Several NNW-SSE aligned roads
are shown in the vicinity of the site on the 1840 tithe map of Orsett (D/CT
264/1a) and the late 19th-century OS maps. This includes Baker Street and
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Fen Lane, located to the west and north-west of the site, and Mill Lane,
Rectory Road and the small track west of Barrington’s Farm, which bisect
the centre and eastern part of the site.

1.4.30 A number of listed buildings are located in close proximity to the site, but
not within the site itself. The majority of these are post-medieval buildings
situated in the nucleated settlement of Orsett, and these will not be
discussed in detail.

1.4.31 Orsett Hall was the major manor house for this area and was located 900m
north of the site, but it burnt down in 2007 leaving only a boundary wall (EH
List Entry No. 1392465). Orsett Hall was the seat of the Manor of Orsett
and this may have incorporated land originally belonging to the medieval
Bishop Bonner’'s Palace (EH List Entry No. 1002196). The south-eastern
part of the site, adjacent to the Orsett causewayed enclosure (EH List Entry
No. 1009286), may have belonged to Seaborough Hall, a post-medieval
manor house that was demolished in the early 20th century.

1.4.32 The listed buildings that related to the historic land use of the north and
north-western part of the site include the Old Hall Farm House (EH List
Entry No. 1111592), Orsett House (1111610) and Poplars Farmhouse
(1146717). Three 18th-century farmhouses are located in the vicinity of the
southern and eastern parts of the site including Whitecrofts Farmhouse
(1111566), Heath Place (1111575) and Loft Hall (1111649). There are also
several cottages that are listed in the vicinity of the site including a 17th-
century cottage (1111644) and a pair of 19th century cottages (1337056)
along Baker Street, the 18th-century Murrells Cottages (originally named
Prattocks) (1337096) along the Stifford—Stanford Road and Slades Hold
Cottages dating to the 17th century (1111608) along High Road.

1.4.33 Several non-designated post-medieval farm buildings and cottages were
located within or close to the site along Baker Street, Mill Lane and the
Stifford-Stanford Road. This includes a post-medieval post mill that was
located west of Mill Lane and just east of the site. The circular base for this
mill is extant and may date to the 17th century. Five Chimney Cottages
were located within Land Parcel 30 and adjacent to the Stifford—Stanford
Road (now the A1013). The 1840 tithe map and the OS map of 1873 show
several buildings at Five Chimneys, which were replaced by the mid-20th
century with one long building. Potash Cottages were located in Land
Parcel 32 and adjacent and north of the Stifford—Stanford Road. These
cottages are shown on the 1840 tithe map and the OS map of 1873 and
were also demolished by the mid-20th century, although there appear to
have been cottages south of the A1013 that were also called Potash
Cottages.

1.4.34 The Stifford—Stanford Road (A1013) appears to have been widened in the
mid-20th century, which may have led to the demolition of several buildings
along its route. Mobbs Farm was located just west of Mill Lane within Land
Parcel 34. The tithe map indicates this farm belonged to the Orsett Poor
and it is shown on subsequent later 19th century OS maps. There is still a
farm at this location, although the original farm buildings may have been
demolished. Another terrace of cottages was located in the eastern part of
the site and north of the Stifford—Stanford Road. These cottages were
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shown on the 1841 tithe map and on the late 19th-century and 1920s OS
maps as Ridgwell Cottages. These cottages are not shown in OS mapping
after the 1930s and so must have been demolished by this date. Other
farmhouses located in the vicinity of the site included Barringtons Farm and
Cock Farm just east of the site and Nevilles Farm located just west of Land
Parcel 30.

1.4.35 Orsett House is a Grade II* listed building and is located 70m east of the
site. This building was constructed in 1740 for Captain Samuel Bonham
(Bettley and Pevsner 2007, 619) and the tithe map indicates that Orsett
House remained in the Bonham family until at least the mid-19th century.
In the later post-medieval period, the Land Parcel was used as agricultural
land associated with several farmsteads in the vicinity. The 1841 tithe map
provides details of the tenants and the land use at the time.

1.4.36 The area of the site has seen a number of developments in the 20th century
(including the A13) which have impacted on the historic landscape. Several
post-medieval field boundaries are preserved within the site including two
linear field boundaries in Land Parcels 30 and 3 (North) which were shown
on the tithe map of 1841.

1.4.37 During the Cold War a nuclear monitoring post was constructed to the north
of the A13 within the boundary of the site. Monitoring posts were
constructed below ground with equipment on the surface. It is possible
there may be remains of this structure below ground (Subterranea
Britannica 2019).

1.4.38 In the later 20th century a new housing estate was built immediately south-
east of the site which became an outlying part of the settlement of Orsett,
located south of the A13. During this period several fields in the vicinity of
the site were subjected to quarrying. In the 1960s the fields directly north of
Land Parcel 34 were quarried, and this may have extended southwards into
the Land Parcel. In the late 1970s/early 1980s the route of the A13 was
landscaped in advance of the A13 widening scheme. This caused
disturbance of areas of land directly west and north of the site. It is possible
that further areas of the site may have been truncated by the A13 scheme,
although how far this disturbance extended beyond the footprint of the A13
is unknown.

1.4.39 Undated features and cropmarks. Cropmarks identified within the
southern part of the site and just to the south include linear features, a
curvilinear feature and a possible double-ditched trackway. These have
been identified by aerial photographs (Aerial Investigations and Mapping
Report site 17A). It is possible that these features may be later prehistoric
or Roman in date, but there is insufficient evidence to characterise them as
such.

1.4.40 A number of cropmarks have been identified south-west and west of the
site and south of the A13 (Aerial Investigations and Mapping Report sites
21 and 23). The area to the west of Nevilles Farm, 0.5km west of the site,
includes cropmarks of possible enclosures, linear features, large sub-
circular pits and a ring ditch. Further east, and immediately south of Land
Parcel 30, extensive groups of pits were identified across a wide area. A
cropmark complex just south of Orsett is also currently undated. These
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cropmarks could be dated to the prehistoric, Roman, Saxon or medieval
periods, as demonstrated from nearby activity, and have been discussed
under the relevant chronological headings above.
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2 Project Aims

2.1 General aims

211 The general aims of the project were as follows:

i. To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains along the
line of the scheme, and the extent of any areas where remains appear likely
to be absent.

i. In areas where archaeological remains are known or suspected, to clarify
the reliability of the cropmark or geophysical survey evidence.

iii. In areas where no archaeological remains are indicated by aerial or
geophysical survey, to clarify whether this apparent absence of remains is
genuine.

iv. To determine the degree of complexity of any surviving horizontal or vertical
stratigraphy, and in particular to investigate areas where topography
indicates the likelihood of deep deposit sequences for evidence of buried
archaeological horizons and palaeo-environmental sequences.

v. Where remains are present, to determine the period(s) represented, the
extent, state of preservation and character of the archaeological remains.

vi. To establish the range and state of preservation of archaeological artefacts,
and through their recovery and examination, to establish the potential for
information about the economy, status and contacts of past inhabitants of
the scheme footprint.

vii. To determine whether palaeo-environmental remains are preserved, and,
where these are found, to determine their types (eg charred plant remains,
waterlogged remains, molluscan remains), state of preservation and
potential for environmental information. This will be achieved through the
recovery of samples from sedimentary sequences and archaeological
features suitable for assessment of a range of palaeoenvironmental
remains (eg charred and waterlogged plant remains, charcoal, insects,
pollen, diatoms, ostracods/foraminifera and molluscs) and scientific dating
(eg radiocarbon and OSL dating).

viii. To investigate and record the extent, character and chronology of the
sedimentary sequences, in particular those immediately adjacent to and in
floodplains, contained within palaeochannels or in dry valleys, and to use
the data to refine existing geoarchaeological (predictive) deposit models.

ix. To place any identified archaeological remains into their local and, where
appropriate, regional or national context, and to assess the implications of
any such discoveries for our current understanding of settlement and
landscape change in the area, including an assessment of the associations
of any remains with reference to the historic landscape.

X. To provide sufficient information to enable the LTC archaeological advisor,
in consultation with the Key Archaeological Stakeholders, to determine the
significance of the archaeological assets identified within the Land Parcel.
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xi. To provide a report on the discoveries to inform the Environmental
Statement (ES) supporting the Development Consent Order (DCO) and
support the preparation of a further archaeological mitigation strategy for
the Enabling Works and Construction phases of the scheme.

xii. Following the DCO, to deposit the report in the public domain, and to
generate an accessible and useable archive which will allow future research
to be undertaken.

2.2 Specific objectives

2.2.1 The specific project objectives were as follows:

xiii. To conduct the programme of archaeological investigation within the
general research parameters and objectives defined by the revised East of
England Research Framework (Medlycott 2011), and to take account of the
aims and objectives of the Greater Thames Estuary Historic Environment
Research Framework.

xiv. To clarify through targeting of apparently blank areas whether the
cropmarks provide an accurate representation of the range, quantity and
types of archaeological features present within the parcel;

xv. To clarify whether remains of Mesolithic or early Neolithic date exist within
the site, and if so, what the relationship of these remains is to the
causewayed enclosure, and to the dry valleys and watercourses,
particularly the Mar Dyke Valley, within and adjacent to the scheme area.

xvi. To investigate whether remains of the later Neolithic and early Bronze Age
exist within the site, and if so, to establish their character and chronological
duration, their relationship to monuments of the same period, and to dry
valleys and watercourses, particularly the Mar Dyke Valley.

xvii.  To clarify whether the circular ring ditches within the area of WSI G are the
remains of burial monuments or “shrines’ of the Bronze Age, and if so, to
establish their date and duration of use within and beyond the period, and
to investigate peripheral activity, whether burial, deposits related to visits,
or reuse for burial or other purposes in later periods.

xviii. ~ To further clarify the density and range of sites of the later Bronze Age and
Iron Age within the area of WSI G, and (where appropriate) to use both
artefactual and scientific dating to assist in establishing whether occupation
was long-lasting, repeated or shifting.

xix. To clarify if there were topographic preferences in the location of later
prehistoric sites, ie whether sites are confined to higher ground or also
occur within dry valleys and the Mar Dyke Valley, and to determine what
contribution (if any) later prehistoric agriculture may have made to the
accumulation of colluvium in lower-lying areas within WSI G.

xx. To establish the extent, character and density of Roman activity within the
area of WSI G, and in particular, whether the undated cropmark enclosures
north of the A13 are Roman, and if so, establish their duration of use.

xxi. To determine whether further evidence of pottery production is present
within the area of WSI G, and if so, to date and characterise this. To
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investigate whether there is any physical evidence of the Roman roads
believed to cross the eastern part of the site.

xxii. To establish the character and date of the widespread pit -like cropmarks
across the area of WSI G, and to determine whether these are all
archaeological, and, where proven to be so, if they are of one type or period
or whether they encompass several types and span several periods of
activity.

xxiii.  To clarify the extent and character of the Saxon activity around that found
on the A13 at Orsett Cock, and clarify the date and development of this
within the Saxon period and its relationship to the middle Saxon burials
found at the causewayed enclosure site to the south.

xxiv. To establish the date of the possible medieval or post-medieval field
boundaries that have been identified within the area of WSI G, and whether
there is evidence that some of the roads crossing the area may be of
medieval origin, perhaps droveways, and have medieval settlements or
agricultural structures associated with them.

xxv. To look for evidence of medieval and post-medieval farmsteads that are
recorded on historic maps within the area of WSI G.
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3 Methodology

3.1 Constraints

3.1.1  As well as limited land access, several other constraints have restricted the
area of the site available for trial trenching. These include services and
unexploded ordnance (UXO). There are high voltage overhead electricity
lines crossing Land Parcel 3 (North) and along the A128, and overhead
telecommunication lines along the A1013, along Baker Street, along
Rectory Road and along the A128 adjacent to the site.

3.1.2 There are a number of buried services that cut across the site or are in very
close proximity, including water supplies in Land Parcel 3 (North) and along
Baker Street, and gas supplies along the A1013.

3.1.3 These limitations were considered when designing the detailed trench
layout, but the plotted positions of buried services are often only
approximate and due to this and to low-hanging overhead cables it was
necessary to adjust the locations of approximately 15 trenches in the field.
The approximate locations of all trenches are shown by their numbers in
Figures 2—4.

3.1.4 The following trenches could not be accessed during the fieldwork and were
not excavated at this time.

e LP 3 (North)-115, 116, 117, 118, 138, 158, 159, 162 and 163
o LP30-37,38, 39, 41, 45, 49, 54, 59, 64 and 67
e LP35-2,3,4,18,19and 36

3.2 Methodology for the evaluation

3.2.1 The combined land area for Land Parcels 3 (North), 30 and 35 was 32.7ha.
A total of 167 trenches were excavated, with three trenches measuring 50m
X 2m, one trench measuring 17m x 15m and the remainder measuring 30m
x 2m. Combined, these represent a 3% sample of the area available for
trenching. The locations of the trenches are shown on Figure 2.

3.2.2 The trench design was developed to target cropmark features identified by
the aerial investigation and mapping report (Place Services 2019), and
otherwise to provide even coverage of the blank areas.

3.2.3 All trenches were located using a Global Positioning System (GPS) prior to
machine excavation. All trenches were excavated using a tracked
excavator fitted with a toothless bucket under constant archaeological
supervision.

3.24 Revealed features were hand cleaned and sampled by hand excavation.
They were recording as outlined within the approved WSI. All finds were
bagged by context throughout the evaluation and were recovered for further
investigation, and soil samples were taken as appropriate.
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4 Results

4.1 Introduction and presentation of results

411 The results of the evaluation are presented below and include a
stratigraphic description of the trenches that contained archaeological
remains. The full details of all trenches with dimensions and depths of all
deposits can be found in Appendix A. Finds reports are presented in

Appendix B.

4.1.2 Context numbers reflect the trench numbers, unless otherwise stated. For
example, ditch 803 is a cut within Trench 8, while pit 1719 is a cut within

Trench 17.

4.1.3 The descriptions are separated and presented by Land Parcel. An overview
of the separate Land Parcels and the results for the evaluation is shown on
Figures 2-4. Further detailed plans of the trenches that contained
archaeological features and selected sections are shown on Figures 5—43.

4.2 General soils and ground conditions

4.2.1 The soil sequence was broadly similar across the three parcels. Despite the
changes in topography, there was little evidence for colluvial accumulation
and no buried soil horizons were observed. The natural geology was
overlain, where present, by a subsoil deposit which was in turn sealed by
the ploughsoil. The composition of the ploughsoil varied between sandy silt
and clay silt across the three parcels, depending on the underlying geology.

4.2.2 Across parts of Land Parcel 3, particular the higher ground to the east, and
some areas of Land Parcel 30 the depth of overburden proved to be
remarkably shallow. In some instances, the archaeological horizon was

little more than 0.3m beneath the surface.

4.2.3 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were varied due to the
differing underlying geology and changes in the weather. Several episodes
of heavy rainfall lead to localised flooding in trenches that were excavated
onto the less well-drained substrates, but these drained away rapidly.

4.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits

4.3.1 Archaeological features were located in the following trenches:

e LP 3 (North) — 120, 121, 122, 134, 135, 136, 137, 139, 140, 141, 142,
143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 156, 165, 169, 170, 172, 173,

174,176, 177,179, 183, 184, 186, 187, 188 and 189

o LP30-40,42,43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 51, 55, 56, 58, 61, 62, 63, 66, 68, 69,
70,71,72,73,74,75,76, 78, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 92, 93,
94, 95, 96, 98, 99, 100, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 108, 111, 112, 113 and

114

e LP35-1,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11,13, 14,15, 17, 22, 24, 25, 27, 31, 32, 33,

34 and 35

4.3.2 The evaluation confirmed the presence of several linear and curvilinear
features within the site that had been identified as cropmarks by the aerial
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investigation and mapping report (Place Services 2019). In Land Parcel 3
(North) in particular, there was a strong correlation between the areas with
cropmarks and features revealed by the trenching. In the southern portion
of Land Parcel 3 (North), there was a concentration of enclosure ditches
and associated discrete features, including several unurned cremations in
Trench 136. On the higher ground to the east of the parcel, there was also
a focus of activity represented by linear boundary features.

4.3.3 InLand Parcel 30 there was a more dispersed pattern of activity evidenced
by a range of small pits and ditches appearing in low numbers, but more or
less evenly spready across the site. The cropmarks in this Land Parcel
provide little indication of the distribution of features, as few cropmark
features were identified in this field.

4.3.4 Land Parcel 35 also revealed a more dispersed distribution of features, with
linear ditches corresponding to the cropmarks previously identified, but also
a number of discrete features recorded in the western half of the site.

4.4 Trenches 146-50 (Figs 5 and 6)

441 Trenches 146, 147, 148, 149, and 150 were located at the south end of
Land Parcel 3 (North). They were each targeted on the linear enclosure
cropmarks identified at this location. Trench 148 was a larger open area
trench designed to incorporate possible discrete features also identified
from cropmarks.

4.4.2 Trench 146 was located in the south-west corner of the site approximately
30m west of Trench 147. It revealed a single NE-SW aligned ditch (14602).
The ditch measured 0.9m wide and 0.3m deep with a concave profile. It
contained a single sterile fill (14603). Two possible features were also
investigated in the trench (14604 and 14605). These were both interpreted
as natural variations, but it is worth noting that 14605 does coincide with a
linear cropmark that was recorded as 14708 in Trench 147.

4.4.3 Trench 147 revealed several features including ditches 14702 and 14708.
Both features were orientated NE-SW and matched cropmark features
targeted by the trench. Ditch 14708 had steep sides and a slightly concave
base, 0.9m wide and 0.3m deep. It was filled by a single deposit of grey-
brown silty sand and gravel (14709). Ditch 14702 had a similar profile and
was 0.63m wide and 0.21m deep. It contained a single deposit of grey-
brown, sandy gravel (14703) and produced a single sherd of middle Bronze
Age to Iron Age pottery.

4.4.4 Three discrete features were also recorded in the trench. Pit 14706 was just
0.31m in diameter and 0.11m deep. It contained a naturally silted, sterile fill
of silty sand. Feature 14710 was more likely to be the remains of a posthole.
It measured 0.28m in diameter and 0.3m deep with steep sides and a
concave base. It was backfilled with a dark brownish grey, silty sand
(14711) and produced a very abraded sherd of middle Bronze Age to Iron
Age. Pit 14712 was located at the south-east end of the trench and was
only recorded in plan.

445 Feature 14704 was interpreted as a ditch terminus. It was only partially
exposed, extending beyond the north-east edge of the trench. It was at least
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0.7m wide but just 0.12m deep. It was filled by an orange-brown primary
silting deposit 14705.

44.6 Trench 148 was located approximately 20m north-east of Trench 147. It
revealed several linear ditches and multiple pits and postholes type features
(Plate 1), many of which matched with previously identified cropmarks.

4.4.7 Ditch 14802 was orientated NE-SW and aligned with ditch 14702 in Trench
147 to the south-west. It had a concave base and moderately steep sides
with a single fill of grey-brown silty clay (14803), which produced a sherd of
Roman pottery. The south-east edge of the ditch truncated an earlier
shallow pit (14804). It measured just 0.3m in diameter and 0,04m deep, but
contained a dark silty fill (14805) from which early Roman pottery was
recovered and a bulk soil sample collected. Sample 2 yielded only a few
charred vetches and weed seeds.

4.4.8 Ditch 14806 was in the south-east corner of the trench on a parallel
alignment to ditch 14802. It had a similar profile and contained a similar fill
but finds were recovered from this feature. The truncated remains of a
posthole (14808) survived on the south-east edge of the ditch. It contained
a naturally silted fill of light grey sandy silt. Both the ditch and posthole were
disturbed in plan at this location by a natural feature, possible an animal
burrow (14810).

449 The south-east ends of ditches 14806 and 14802 appeared in plan to be
truncated by perpendicular boundary ditch 14813. Ditch 14813 measured
1.5m wide and 0.48m deep with steep sides and a narrow, almost V-shaped
base. It contained a primary fill (14814) of grey-brown sandy silt, overlain
by a secondary fill of similar, more stony material (14815). No finds were
recovered from this feature. The ditch had an undetermined relationship
with an adjacent pit 14811. The pit contained a sterile fill of grey-brown
sandy silt and produced no finds.

4.4.10 Ditch 14813 was investigated again to the north-west in slot 14818 where
it converged with an adjacent ditch on a similar alignment (14820). Although
the relationship was not certain, it appeared as though ditch 14818 was
truncated by ditch 14820. Ditch 14820 measured 1.26m wide and 0.8m
deep. It contained a single fill of dark brown sandy silt (14821) and
produced two sherds of Roman pottery. It was partially truncated to the
south-west by a shallow pit 14822. It had a shallow concave profile with a
dark brown silty sandy fill. No finds were recovered from it.

4.4.11 Intotal, 25 discrete features were recorded in this trench. These comprised
a mixture of shallow pits and possible postholes, many of which were
recorded in plan only and cleaned for surface finds. Excavated examples
14843 and 14838 were both 0.3m in diameter and less than 0.1m deep with
fills of greyish brown sandy silt. It is unclear if these are the remains of small
pits or postholes, but presumably they have been truncated significantly
since their creation.

4.4.12 Pit 14816 appeared in plan to be part of a group of intercutting features.
Excavation revealed another shallow feature, just 0.26m deep with a
concave profile. It contained a dark brown sandy silt (14817), but this was
indistinguishable from the fill of what were initially perceived to be separate
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features. The feature or features filled by deposit 14817 correspond with
one of the discrete cropmarks targeted by this trench.

4.4.13 Trench 149 was positioned approximately 30m south-west of Trench 148
and immediately south of Trench 147. It revealed a single NW-SE aligned
ditch, corresponding to a previously recorded cropmark feature. Ditch
14902 had a broad concave profile, 0.94m wide and only 0.25m deep. It
was filled by a naturally accumulated dark brown silty sand deposit (14903).

4.4.14 Posthole 14905 was recorded near the centre of the trench. It had vertical
sides 0.3m in diameter and survived to a depth of 0.18m. It contained a
single naturally silted fill that presumably accumulated after the post had
decayed. No finds were recovered from either feature in this trench.

4.4.15 Several other possible features were also investigated in this trench but
were determined to be variations in the geology (14907, 14908 and 14909).

4.4.16 Trench 150 was located east of Trench 149 and south of Trench 148. It
revealed a total of three linear features with ditches 15002 and 15004 on
NW-SE alignment at the northern end of the trench and ditch 15006 on a
perpendicular alignment at the southern end of the trench. Both boundary
features matched the positions of the linear cropmark features targeted by
this trench.

4.4.17 Ditch 15002 had moderately steep sides and a broad concave base and
was 0.84m wide and 0.32m deep (Plate 2). It contained a fill of greyish
brown sandy silt (15003) from which a small quantity of Roman pottery was
recovered. It was recut along the south-west edge by ditch 15004, which
had a similar profile and fill. No artefacts were recovered from this later
feature. Based on their alignment they appear to be the continuation of
ditches 14820 and 14813 recorded in Trench 148 to the north-west.

4.4.18 Ditch 15006 had a very shallow concave profile and was 1.35m wide and
0.16m deep. It was filled by a naturally silted deposit (15007) from which 19
sherds of Roman pottery were recovered. By extrapolating the alignment of
the feature using the cropmark information, it appears to form part of an
enclosure, and is likely to be broadly contemporary with ditches 15004 and
15002.

4.5 Trenches 141-5 (Figs 7 and 8)

4.5.1 This group of trenches was located in the southern part of Land Parcel 3
(North), to the west of Hornsby Lane. They were positioned to target a
rectilinear pattern of cropmarks that extends to the south and the north-
east.

4.5.2 Trench 141 was situated to the north-west of this group at the edge of the
Land Parcel. Near the centre of the trench was a complex cluster of
intercutting pits and ditches (Plate 3; section 14100). The sequence began
with a large NW-SE aligned ditch (14115). It measured 1.54m wide and
0.66m deep and was filled by three successive fills (14116, 14117 and
14120). Several sherds of medieval pottery were recovered from fill 14116.
The ditch was then recut on its north-east and south-west sides by ditches
14103 and 14105. Each had moderately steep sides and a concave base
but they were shallower, between 0.3m and 0.35m deep. No finds were
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recovered from either of these later ditches. Ditch 14115 and its recuts
14103 and 14105 formed part of a linear boundary that is visible as a
cropmark and continues to the south-east.

4.5.3 Ditch 14105 was truncated by later pit or ditch terminus 14109, which was
in turn truncated by feature 14107. Both features were filled by naturally
silted brown sandy silt deposits and neither produced any artefacts. Only
identifiable in section following excavation, it remains unclear if these were
discrete pits or terminal ends of later boundary recuts.

454 Tothe west of ditch 14105 was small pit or posthole 14118. It had a shallow
concave profile and a single fill of brown sandy silt. No artefacts were
recovered from this feature.

455 Atthe western end of the trench and coinciding with a cropmark linear on a
perpendicular alignment to the ditches in the centre of the trench were two
further ditches (14111 and 14113). Although these were recorded as two
separate ditches, the relationship between them was indistinguishable. It is
likely they were actually one large cut, at least 2.6m wide and filled by a
single deposit of orange-brown sand. No finds were recorded from these
contexts.

456 Trench 142 was excavated as an L-shape to target a pair of linear
cropmarks and a nearby discrete feature. It was positioned 35m south of
Trench 141, separated by an overhead powerline. Ditch 14203 was located
at the western end of the trench on a N-S alignment. It had a shallow
concave profile and a single naturally silted fill (14204 ) of light brown sand,
which produced a sherd of undated pottery and a single horse tooth. Ditch
14207 was approximately 3m to the east and orientated NNW-SSE. It also
had a shallow concave profile and was filled by a single deposit (14208). A
single sherd of early post-medieval pottery as recovered from this ditch.

4.5.7 Pit 14205 was partially exposed against the southern edge of the trench. It
measured at least 1.12m in diameter and was excavated to a depth of 0.6m,
although not bottomed. The earliest fill (14206) was a deliberate dump of
material comprising a dark grey silty sand rich in charcoal, middle Roman
pottery and fragments of Roman tile. Bulk soil sample 14, collected from
this deposit, produced large quantities of charcoal and smaller amounts of
charred cereal grains chaff and weed seeds. This layer was sealed by two
naturally accumulated fills (14209 and 14210). A single sherd of Roman
pottery was recovered from fill 14209.

4.5.8 The two ditches both correlate with the linear cropmarks, but the discrete
feature also targeted by the trench was not identified.

459 Trench 143 was located nearly 15m to the north-east of Trench 142.
Numerous ditches were revealed, including a recut boundary (14312)
towards the western end that is likely to have been the continuation of ditch
14115 in Trench 141 and its later recuts. Ditch 14312 is most likely to have
been the same feature as ditch 14115. It was the earliest and largest in the
sequence, measuring 2m wide and at least 0.5m deep. Its earliest fill
(14313) was a naturally silted deposit that produced a small quantity of
middle Roman pottery. It was overlain by a sterile deposit of stony silt
(14314). The western edge of the ditch was then recut by the much smaller
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ditch 14303, which measured 0.68m wide and 0.3m deep with a single fill
(14304). This was in turn truncated to the east by ditch 14305, which had a
similar profile but was slightly larger, being 0.92m wide and 0.4m deep. It
contained a primary deposit of grey-brown sandy silt (14306), overlain by a
dark brown sandy silt deposit (14307) which produced a small quantity of
Roman pottery and two degraded fragments of possible rotary quern. The
final feature in the sequence was a small pit (14315), which had a shallow
concave profile, truncating the edge of ditch 14305. It contained a single
sterile fill and no finds.

4.5.10 Ditch 14320 was orientated N-S and located immediately to the east of
ditch 14312. It had steep sides, measured 1.6m wide and was excavated
to a depth of 0.45m but was not bottomed. It was filled by a process of
natural silting with two deposits (14321 and 14322). No artefacts were
recovered from this feature.

4.5.11 Ditch 14309 was situated on a perpendicular alignment to ditch 14320. It
measured 0.85m wide with moderately steep sides and a concave base
and was 0.3m deep (Plate 4). It was filled by a grey sandy silt deposit
(14310), overlain by a thin deposit of brown sandy silt (14311). Both
deposits were formed by gradual silting. Only fill 14310 contained any
artefactual material, comprising a single piece of well-preserved animal
bone (mole), which may have been intrusive. Bulk soil sample 9 was
collected from fill 14310 and produced a small quantity of charcoal and a
moderate assemblage of terrestrial mollusc shells.

4.5.12 The eastern end of ditch 14309 met with a group of intercutting pits (14317,
14318 and 14319). These features were recorded in plan only, but it is
interesting to note that they coincide with a N-S aligned linear cropmark
and although these appeared to be a cluster of pits, they may be concealing
a linear feature.

4.5.13 Trench 144 was positioned 18m south of Trench 143. It revealed a single
linear ditch (14406), which had a shallow concave profile, 1.66m wide and
0.24m deep, with a single fill light brown silty sand (14407). It produced four
sherds of Roman pottery. Two cropmark features has been plotted in tis
location and it is uncertain which one ditch 14406 represents.

4.5.14 Several other features were investigated in the trench but were interpreted
as natural features (14403, 14404 and 14405).

4.5.15 Trench 145 was located approximately 20m east of Trenches 143 and 144.
It revealed several linear and discrete features. Ditch 14513 was located
near the northern end of the trench. It was 1.2m wide and 0.4m deep, with
a single fill (14514). Ditch 14502 was located approximately 3.5m to the
south on a broadly parallel, E-W alignment. It was filled by a sequence of
three deposits. The primary fill was gravelly deposit 14503, overlain by
naturally silted deposits 14504 and 14505. All three fills were tipping in from
the northern edge, suggesting a bank on this side. No finds were recovered
from this ditch.

4.5.16 Ditch 14510 was orientated NE-SW and matches the position of a linear
cropmark recorded to the south-west as ditch 14708 in Trench 147. In
Trench 145 it had a shallow concave base and was 0.62m wide and 0.32m
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deep. At the base of the ditch was a thin primary deposit of sandy gravel
(14511), which was overlain by a deposit of brownish grey sandy silt
(14512). The later deposit produced three small pieces of middle Roman
pottery.

4.5.17 Pit 14506 was irregular in plan with a concave profile and was 0.3m deep.
It contained a sterile deposit of light grey silty sand. It was truncated to the
east by pit 14508. This later feature was smaller, 0.6m in diameter and just
0.16m deep. It contained a similar sterile fill with no finds.

4.5.18 Pit 14515 was located at the southern end of the trench. It was sub-circular
in plan with a diameter of 0.62m and steep sides leading to a slightly
concave base, 0.38m deep. It contained a deposit of greyish brown, sandy
silt but no artefacts were recovered.

4.5.19 Pits 14517 and 14518 were also identified but were only recorded in plan.
4.6 Trenches 134-7 and 139-40 (Figs 9 and 10)

4.6.1 This group of trenches were located to the west of Hornsby Lane and
targeted the northern limit of the cropmark complex that extends across
Land Parcel 3 (North).

4.6.2 Trench 140 was located at the south of the group, approximately 30m north
of Trench 145. At the eastern end of the trench was N-S aligned ditch
14007. It had gently sloping sides, leading into a pronounced concave base
at the centre of the ditch, and measured 1.7m wide and 0.32m deep. It was
filled by a deposit of brown sandy silt (14008) from which middle Roman
pottery was recovered.

4.6.3 Ditch 14002 was recorded near the centre of the trench. It had an irregular
profile with splayed upper edges, becoming very steep towards the broad,
slightly concave base (Plate 5). Overall, it measured a little more than 3m
wide and 0.6m deep. It contained two thin primary deposits on the eastern
side of the ditch (14003 and 14004 ). These were overlain by deposit 14005,
a brown sandy silt containing residual prehistoric and early/middle Roman
pottery and an upper fill (14006) comprising dark brown sandy silt, which
also produced some pottery. It corresponded with a NW-SE aligned
cropmark and is the same feature as ditch 13902 in Trench 139. Although
the recorded alignment of ditch 14002 does not suggest a connection with
ditch 13902 it is possible that it was more obliquely orientated than realised
at the time of excavation, which might also explain the unusual profile and
substantial width.

4.6.4 Trench 139 was situated to the north-west of Trench 140. It exposed a
single ditch (13902). Orientated on a NW-SE alignment and matching the
cropmark associated with ditch 14002, it appears to be a continuation of the
same ditch. It measured 2m wide with steep sides and a concave base and
was 0.66m deep. The primary fill (13903) comprised light grey silty sand
and produced a combination of residual early Roman pottery, iron
fragments and a worn copper alloy coin dating to AD 260-96. This was
overlain by upper fill 13904, a deposit of grey-brown, silty clay which also
contained fragments of residual late Iron Age/early Roman pottery.
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4.6.5 Trench 137 was located approximately 15m north of Trench 139. It
revealed E-W aligned ditch 13703, a shallow concave feature, 0.78m wide
and 0.2m deep with a fill of grey-brown clay sand. Although slightly offset,
this corresponded with a linear cropmark on the same alignment. A second
cropmark was also targeted by this trench, to the north on a NE-SW
alignment. A change in the natural was investigated that was thought to
correspond to this cropmark, but no archaeological feature was identified.

4.6.6 Trench 136 was excavated to the north of Trench 137 and also targeted on
the NW-SE aligned cropmark. In this trench two separate ditches, 13603
and 13605, were recorded on the same alignment as the cropmark. Ditch
13603 measured 0.68m wide and 0.16m deep and was filled with a deposit
of sterile grey-brown sandy silt. Ditch 13605 as less than 1m to the south-
east and slightly larger at 1.3m wide and 0.36m deep, but contained a
similar fill to the adjacent ditch, also devoid of finds.

4.6.7 A cluster of three unurned cremation burials (13609, 13610 and 13613)
were recorded to the north-west of the two ditches (Plate 6). They varied in
size and form. No artefacts were recovered from any of the pits, other than
cremated bone fragments. Pit 13609 was noted to have signs of heat-
affected soil on its southern edge indicating the material was dumped
relatively rapidly after collection. Bulk soil samples 4—7 were collected from
cremation burial 13610 and yielded large quantities of charcoal and a single
charred wheat grain fragment, as well as burnt bone and flint. Eight soil
samples (8, 11, 12, 15, 18, 20, 21, 24) were collected from cremation burial
13609, from which large quantities of charcoal were identified, alongside a
few charred weed seeds and small quantities of burnt bone and flint. Six
samples (10, 13, 16, 17, 19, 23) were collected from cremation burial 13613
and also contained large quantities of charcoal and small amounts of burnt
bone and flint. A detailed report on the cremated human bone is provided
in Appendix C.

4.6.8 Trenches 134 and 135 were positioned to the north-east of Trench 136
and were both targeted on the same linear cropmark. Ditches 13402 and
13502 appear to be part of the same feature from which the cropmark was
derived. Orientated NE-SW, they had moderately steep sides and a
concave base up to 1.6m wide and 0.7m deep (Plate 7). In both trenches
the ditch was filled by a sequence of three fills. No finds were recovered
from the fills of ditch 13502, but ditch 13402 contained fragments of post-
medieval/modern glass and iron objects.

4.6.9 Ditch 13402 was recut by a smaller ditch on the same alignment (13405).
It contained a single fill and no finds.

4.7 Trenches 120-2 (Figs 11 and 13)

4.7.1 Trenches 120, 121 and 122 were located in the north-west corner of the
parcel and positioned to investigate an area without any cropmarks.

4.7.2 Trenches 120 and 122 were located to the west and east of Trench 121,
respectively. They both revealed what appears to be the same ditch,
orientated ESE-ENE. Ditch 12002 in Trench 120 measured 1.24m wide
and 0.52m deep and was filled with a sequence of five naturally silted
deposits. Ditch 12202 was recorded just over 61m to the north-east on the
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same orientation but was slightly different in appearance. It measured
1.36m wide and 0.3m deep with two naturally accumulated deposits. Post-
medieval/modern CBM, glass and animal bone were recovered from ditch
12202.

4.7.3 Trench 121 was located in the middle of the three trenches and revealed a
single small pit (12102). Circular in plan with a shallow concave base, this
small pit contained a single sterile fill. Without any dating evidence and
seemingly isolated from other similar features, its date and function are
uncertain.

4.8 Trenches 156, 165 and 192 (Figs 12 and 13)

4.8.1 Trenches 156 and 165 were both located in the narrow, central strip of
Land Parcel 3 (North). Trench 156 revealed small undated pit 15602 and
Trench 165 contained a NNE-WSW aligned ditch, 16501. No finds were
recovered from either feature, and there is no correlation between these
and other features or cropmarks.

4.8.2 Trench 192 was positioned 130m north of Trench 165, to the south of
Stanford Road. At the western end of the trench was NNW-ESE aligned
ditch 19202. It had an irregular shape and contained loose silty sand
deposit with pottery, glass and some iron objects, all of 19th-/20th-centuty
date. Based on the artefacts from this ditch, it is likely to be a field boundary
mapped on the 1st edition OS map at this location.

49 Trenches 172-4 and 176 (Figs 14 and 15)

4.9.1 This group of trenches were located in the east of the site in a narrow strip
that extended to the south from the east end of the Land Parcel.

4.9.2 Trench 172 was situated at the north-east of the group, against the eastern
boundary of the site. At its southern end it revealed NE-SW aligned ditch
17208. It has steep sides and a shallow, broad base and was 2.2m wide
and 0.4m deep. It was filled with a deposit of dark grey-brown, silty sand,
(17209) which produced CBM and metalwork of post-medieval date.

4.9.3 Ditch 17206 was located near the centre of the trench on a broadly parallel
alignment to ditch 17208. It was 1.38m wide and 0.34m deep with a broad
concave profile. It contained a fill of grey-brown silt sand (17207). No finds
were recovered.

4.9.4 Athird parallel ditch was recorded near the northern end of the trench. Ditch
17202 also had a broad slightly concave profile, measuring 2.1m wide and
0.4m deep. It was filled with a deposit of grey-brown silty sand but produced
no dating evidence. However, it was recut as ditch 17204 along its centre
line. Ditch 17204 contained a similar, slightly darker fill (17205), which
produced several sherds of middle Roman pottery and two fragments of
animal bone.

4.9.5 Ditches 17202, 17204 and 17206 all matched linear cropmark features at
their locations. Although almost identical in appearance, ditch 17208 had
no corresponding cropmark.

4.9.6 Between ditches 17202 and 17206 were two small pits or postholes (17210
and 17211), which were recorded in plan but not excavated.
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4.9.7 Trench 173 was positioned immediately to the south-west of Trench 172,
at the possible convergence of five different linear cropmarks.
Unfortunately, due to its location at the start of a dry valley that descended
to the south-west, only a colluvial layer (17302) was observed at the base
of the trench after excavation to a depth of 1m. No features were
identifiable.

4.9.8 Trench 174 was located to the south of Trenches 172 and 173. It revealed
a single ENE-WSW aligned ditch (17402), which was 1m wide and 0.16m
deep with a single fill of silty sand but no associated artefacts. At the south-
west end of the trench was a second possible ditch (17404), but this was
recorded in plan only.

4.9.9 Trench 176 was situated at the south end of the group, approximately 70m
south of Trench 174. A single ditch (17603) was recorded at the northern
end. It was broadly aligned E-W, with a slightly irregular shape in plan and
an irregular concave profile. It measured 1.54m wide and 0.14m deep. It
was filled with a deposit comprising dark brown sandy silt (17604) and
contained ten sherds of middle Bronze Age to Iron Age pottery and some
burnt stone.

4.10 Trenches 169-70, 177, 179 and 183-4 (Figs 16 and 17)

4.10.1 This group of trenches were located in the north-east part of Land Parcel 3
(North). Few cropmark features were mapped at this location, so these
trenches were distributed to provide an even coverage and test the blank
areas. This location is particularly interesting as it provides a remarkable
viewpoint across the landscape to the west, south and south-east.

4.10.2 Trenches 169, 170 and 184 were distributed along the western edge of the
group and exposed a single linear ditch orientated NNW-SSE that ran
through all three trenches (17003, 16902 and 18402). The ditch had
moderately steep sides and a concave base and measured between 1.25m
and 1.42m wide and up to 0.38m deep. In Trenches 170 and 169 it was
filled by a single deposit of grey-brown sandy silt. In Trench 184 the fill
sequence was divided between primary silting episode 18403 and upper
naturally silted deposit 18404. Across the three interventions excavated,
only deposit 18403 produced any finds, comprising late Bronze Age/lron
Age pottery and a piece of perforated fired clay slab/plate of late Bronze
Age date.

4.10.3 The alignment of this ditch beyond the three trenches is not known, as it
was not identified as a cropmark feature and did not appear in the adjacent
trenches.

4.10.4 Trench 183 was positioned 25m north-east of Trench 184. At the north-
east end of the trench was a wide, shallow linear feature (18309), which
was only partially exposed within the trench. It measured at least 1.75m
wide and 0.18m deep with a flattish undulating base. It had been filled by a
single deposit of grey-brown sandy silt (18310) which produced a sherd of
pottery. The feature may be the remnant of a footpath between Heath Place
and Prattocks farms that is mapped on the 1st edition OS map.
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4.10.5 A small pit or posthole (18305) was recorded to the west of feature 18309.
It had steep sides and was 0.26m in diameter with a flat, narrow base, and
was 0.15m deep with a single fill of sandy silt.

4.10.6 Feature 18302 was situated approximately 4m to the west. It measured
0.45m wide and up to 0.7m deep. It was filled by brown-grey sandy silt
deposit 18303, which produced a sherd of Roman pottery. The feature was
only partially observed as it extended beyond the north-west edge of the
trench and had been truncated by ditch 18304. It is uncertain if this was an
earlier ditch terminus or in fact a pit. Ditch 18304 had a steep-sided concave
profile 1.5m wide and 0.5m deep. It was filled by an initial slump of material
(18306), which was overlain by a slower accumulation of sandy fill (18307).
No finds were recovered from this ditch.

4.10.7 Trench 177 was positioned to the south-east of Trench 183. It revealed
single ditch 17702, which appeared to be the continuation of ditch 18304 in
Trench 183. It was slightly shallower at this location than in Trench 183 and
was filled by a single deposit of dark brown silty sand (17703). It also
corresponded with a linear cropmark on the same alignment, although the
cropmark does not extend much further north-west of Trench 177. No finds
were recovered.

4.10.8 Trench 179 was positioned in the south-east corner of this group, a little
more than 40m east of Trench 177. It revealed two small ditches on
perpendicular alignments at its western end. Ditch 17902 had moderately
steep sides and a concave base and was 0.6m wide and 0.26m deep. It
was filled by a natural silting deposit (17903) and incorporated finds of
pottery and slag. The adjacent ditch 17904 was not excavated but was
almost identical in appearance.

411 Trenches 186-9 (Figs 18 and 19)

4.11.1 This group of trenches were also located in the north-east corner of the site,
on the higher ground adjacent to the Stanford Road. Their positions were
evenly distributed as no cropmarks were mapped in this location.

4.11.2 Trench 186 was located to the north-west of Trench 183. At the northern
end of the trench was NE-SW aligned ditch 18606 (Plate 8). One of the
largest features encountered in this part of the site, it had steep convex
sides 2m wide and measured at least 1m deep but was not fully excavated.
It contained a single fill (18607), which produced medieval/early post-
medieval CBM and a fragment of animal bone.

4.11.3 Ditch 18602 was located 4.5m to the south-east on a parallel alignment. It
had a broad concave profile and was 1.2m wide and just 0.22m deep, with
a single sterile fill of silty sand. This was almost identical to a third, broadly
parallel ditch at the southern end of the trench (18604).

4.11.4 Trench 187 was positioned to the east of Trench 186. It revealed single
NW-SE aligned ditch 18702, with a similar shallow concave profile and
single fill to ditches 18602 and 18604. Situated on a perpendicular
alignment, they are likely to have formed part of a broader field system. No
dating evidence was recovered from this ditch.

LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35
LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL

DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

35
Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032 Page 36 of 245
Rev: P01



4.11.5 Trench 188 revealed two shallow pits (18802 and 18804). They both
contained dark sandy silt deposits but produced no finds and appear to
have been heavily truncated. The largest of the two, 18804, measured just
0.13m deep.

4.11.6 Trench 189 was located more than 40m north-west of Trenches 188 and
187. Ditch 18903 was recorded at the north-east end of the trench on a
NW-SE orientation. It had a similar profile and fill to the shallow concave
ditches recorded to the south in Trenches 187 and 186 and was broadly
aligned with ditch 18702. Although it is difficult to be certain this was the
same feature over this distance, they may have been part of the same field
system. As with the other examples no finds were recovered from ditch
18903.

4.11.7 Adjacent to the east of ditch 18903 were pits 18905 and 18907. They were
both sub-circular in plan with steep sides and concave bases and were filled
by a deposit of dark grey-brown silty sand. No artefacts were recovered
from either pit.

4.12 Trenches 40, 42-4, 46-8 and 51 (Figs 20 and 21)

4.12.1 This group of trenches are part of Land Parcel 30, located on the northern
side of Stanford Road. They were positioned towards the north-west corner
of the site, close to the A13. None of the trenches in this group was placed
to target a known cropmark.

4.12.2 Trench 40 was located at the north of the group, immediately north of
Trench 44. It revealed two pits (4002 and 4004). Pit 4002 was circular in
plan, 0.8m in diameter and 0.22m deep. It was filled with a greyish brown
sandy clay deposit with a spread of charcoal at its surface.

4.12.3 Pit4004 was more irregular in plan and extended beyond the southern edge
of the excavated area. It was filled with a deposit of grey-orange sandy clay,
not too dissimilar to the surrounding geology. The overall appearance of the
feature is that of a geological variation, but two flints were recovered from
the surface interface between the fill (4006) and subsoil (4005).

4.12.4 Trench 42 was positioned more than 60m south-west of Trench 40. It
revealed two pits (4203 and 4205) and a possible third pit or ditch terminus
(4207). Pits 4203 and 4205 both contained grey-brown silty clay fills. A
fragment of middle Bronze Age to Iron Age pottery was recovered from the
fill (4206) of pit 4205.

4.12.5 Pit/ditch terminus 4207 was almost 1m wide and 0.31m deep. It was filled
by a primary silting episode (4209), which was overlain by a natural
accumulation of brownish grey silty sand (4208) which incorporated 13th-
to 15th-century pottery and animal bone fragments. The final fill was a
deposit of yellowish grey sandy silt (4210).

4.12.6 Trench 43 was situated east of Trench 42. Located near the centre of the
trench was N-S aligned ditch 4311. It measured 0.8m wide and 0.22m with
moderately sloped sides and a concave base. It contained a single deposit
of grey-brown silty clay (4312), which produced fragments of animal bone
but no dating evidence.
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4.12.7 To the west of the ditch was a short, ENE-WSW alignment of five shallow
postholes (4303, 4305, 4307, 4309 and 4313; Plate 9). Sub-circular in plan,
they were all less than 0.1m deep and had shallow gently sloped profiles.
Each filled with a deposit of grey-brown silty clay. None of the postholes
yielded any artefacts.

4.12.8 Trench 44 was located east of Trench 43 and revealed the remains of
possible ditch terminus 4405. It was orientated NW-SE and extended to
the south-east beyond the limits of the trench. It had a concave profile and
was 0.55m wide and 0.22m deep with a single naturally silted fill of brownish
grey clay silt (4406). Middle Bronze Age to Iron Age pottery and prehistoric
flint were recovered from the feature.

4.12.9 Trench 46 was positioned to the south of Trench 42. It revealed two parallel
ditches spaced almost 15m apart on NNW-ESE alignments. Ditches 4605
and 4603 had broadly identical concave profiles of similar dimensions and
were filled with deposit of brownish grey clay silt. However, deposit 4606,
the fill of ditch 4605, was rich in charcoal, indicating a dump of burnt
material. Bulk soil sample 26, collected from deposit 4606, yielded a large
quantity of charcoal and charred cereal grains of wheat and oat, as well as
a few weed seeds. Prehistoric worked flint was recovered from ditch 4605.
It is possible that the two ditches were broadly contemporary in date.

4.12.10 Pit 4607 was located in the western part of the trench and contained a
sterile deposit of dark grey-brown, clay silt (4608).

4.12.11 Trench 47 was located to the east of Trench 46 and revealed two ditches.
Ditch 4704 was aligned WNW-ESE and had a wide, shallow profile 1.1m
across and 0.23m deep. It was filled with a single, sterile clay silt deposit
(4705). Ditch 4706 was recorded immediately to the north of 4704 on a
WSW-ENE alignment with the ditches converging at the western baulk of
the trench. No relationship was recorded between the ditches, which were
nearly identical in appearance, and neither feature produced any finds.
Ditch 4704 corresponds with a historic field boundary mapped on the 1st
edition OS map.

4.12.12 Trench 48 was situated east of Trench 47 and south of Trench 44. A single
oval pit (4804) was observed at the western end of the trench. It contained
a single naturally accumulated fill of silty clay and contained no finds. In the
remainder of the trench several other possible pits were also investigated
but were all determined to be of natural origin (4802, 4803, 4806, 4807).

4.12.13 Trench 51 was situated immediately south of Trench 47. Ditch 5104 was
recorded at the western end of the trench and extended on a NNW-SSE
alignment. It measured just 0.56m wide and 0.1m deep, with a single fill of
sterile sandy silt.

4.12.14 Ditch 5103 was recorded in plan at the east end of the trench on a parallel
alignment to 5104. It corresponded with a mapped historic boundary and is
likely to be a continuation of ditch 4704 in Trench 47.

413 Trenches 55-5, 58 and 61-3 (Figs 22 and 23)

4.13.1 This group of trenches were positioned in the south-west corner of Land
Parcel 30, just north of Stanford Road. It includes Trenches 61 and 62,
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which were targeted on a large annular cropmark which was the only
cropmark identified in this part of the site.

4.13.2 Trench 55 was located in the north-west corner of the group, north of
Trench 60 and west of Trench 56. It revealed a single linear feature aligned
NNW-SSE (5503). Like so many of the ditches in this part of the site, ditch
5503 had a shallow concave profile and was just 0.41m wide and 0.11m
deep. It was filled with a sterile deposit of light grey sandy silt.

4.13.3 Trench 56 was excavated to the east of Trench 55. At the southern end of
the trench was NE-SW aligned ditch 5603. It measured 0.96m wide and
0.3m, with steep sides and a rounded base containing a naturally silted clay
silt deposit. At its south-west end, the ditch met NNW-SSE aligned linear
feature 5607. It is possible that 5607 is the continuation of ditch 5104 based
on their common alignment.

4.13.4 Trench 58 was situated 80m east of Trench 56. It revealed NE-SW aligned
ditch 5803. The ditch had steep sides and a flattish base and was 0.84m
wide and 0.28m deep. It was filled with a sterile, grey-brown clay silt deposit
(5804).

4.13.5 Several possible features to the north of the ditch were investigated and
determined to be of natural origin (5805, 5806).

4.13.6 Trench 61 was located south of Trench 56, close to Stanford Road. It was
targeted on an annular cropmark feature approximately 20m in diameter. A
little more than 5m from the north-east end of the trench a very shallow cut
(6103) was observed in section, measuring almost 1.9m wide and just
0.12m deep. During cleaning, several small sherds of possible early
Neolithic pottery were recovered from its fill (6104).

4.13.7 Ditch 6109 was located almost 9m south-west of ditch 6103. Broadly
aligned N-S, it had a shallow concave profile, filled with a sterile deposit of
light grey sandy silt (6110).

4.13.8 Ditch 6107 lay parallel to ditch 6109, some 2.2m further south-west. It was
slightly larger, with steep sides and a concave base and was 0.81m wide
0.21m deep. lts fill (6108) produced a worked flint.

4.13.9 Pit 6114 was recorded in plan at the south-west end of the trench and
extended beyond the excavated area. Other possible features were also
investigated but determined to be of natural origin (6105, 6111, 6112,
6115).

4.13.10 Trench 62 was situated adjacent to Trench 61 and was targeted on the
north-east side of the annular cropmark. As in Trench 61, a shallow feature
was observable in section. Approximately 4m from the south-west end of
the trench, the ditch was approximately 2.5m wide and 0.08m deep and
contained a single fill of greyish brown clay silt (6209).

4.13.11 At the north-east end of the trench was NNW-SSE aligned ditch 6203. Th
ditch corresponded with the same historic field boundary as ditches 5103
and 4704. Its upper fill (6205) produced burnt stone and fragments of glass
of 19th-/20th-century date. It truncated a small undated pit (6206) on its
eastern side.

LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35
LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL

DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

38
Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032 Page 39 of 245
Rev: P01



4.13.12 Trench 63 was positioned to the east of Trench 62 and revealed a single
small pit (6303). The pit measured 0.53m in diameter and 0.19m deep and
had been backfilled with a dump of clay silt containing large amounts of
burnt clay (6304), but no dating evidence.

4.14 Trenches 66, 69, 70 and 72-5 (Figs 24 and 25)

4.14.1 This group of trenches were positioned further to the east and closer to the
A13. Several of the trenches were targeted on a group of three parallel
linear cropmarks and several large discrete features.

4.14.2 Trench 66 was located to the north-west of the group and targeted the
easternmost of the three linear cropmarks (6604). The ditch had a shallow
concave cut and was filled by a single deposit of greyish brown clay sand
(6605).

4.14.3 A second ditch (6602) was recorded to the east on a NW-SE orientation. It
was steep sided and measured 0.82m wide and 0.24m deep. The primary
fill was a silty gravel deposit (6606) and was overlain by a fill (6603)
comprising stony clay sand.

4.14.4 Trench 69 was positioned south-west of Trench 66 and targeted the other
two linear cropmarks. However, the only feature was a single sub-
rectangular pit (6903) at the north-east end of the trench. Pit 6903 contained
a fill of greyish brown clay sand (6904), which produced a single flint flake.

4.14.5 Trench 70 lay immediately to the east of Trench 69 and also revealed just
a single isolated pit (7005) filled with naturally silted deposit of silty clay. No
dating evidence was recovered from this feature. Several other possible
pits were also investigated but were not thought to be of archaeological
origin (7003, 7004, 7007, 7008).

4.14.6 Trench 72 was targeted on a cluster of discrete cropmark features to the
south of Trench 69. At the south-west end it revealed a small sub-circular
undated pit (7203). To the west of this, coinciding with one of the
cropmarks, was larger pit 7207. Pit 7207 was irregular in shape and
measured at least 1.48m long and 0.9m wide. The base of the pit was not
exposed due to its depth, but it was more than 0.42 deep. It contained a
sequence of four naturally silted deposits, none of which contained any
finds.

4.14.7 Pit 7207 was cut by ditch 7205, which extended on a broadly E-W
alignment with a slightly sinuous shape in plan. It had moderately steep
sides and a rounded base with a single fill comprising orange-brown sandy
silt (7206). A small quantity of very abraded pottery of either early Neolithic
or middle Bronze Age to Iron Age date was recovered from this deposit,
together with a single fragment of animal bone. Based on the projected
alignment of this ditch, it is possible that it is the same feature as 4405 in
Trench 44.

4.14.8 Trench 73 was located south of Trench 72. Near the north-west end of the
trench was a concentration of features corresponded with the location of
one of the many discrete cropmarks in this Land Parcel. The earliest feature
in this sequence was ditch 7305. It was orientated broadly N-S with steep
sides and a flat base and was 0.44m wide and 0.29m deep. It contained a
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naturally silted fill (7306). It was recut along its eastern edge by ditch 7307.
This later feature had a broader and shallow profile and was 2.22m wide
and 0.25m and had also silted up through natural processes. No finds were
recovered from this feature. A steep-sided small pit or posthole (7309) was
recorded cutting through ditch 7307. This feature was only observed in
section and continued beyond the excavated area. A second larger pit
(7303) cut the north-west edge of ditch 7305. Pit 7303 was filled with a dark
grey-brown silty clay (7304) but contained no dating evidence.

4.14.9 Ditch 7311 was located to the south-east and corresponded with a linear
cropmark feature on a NNW-SSE alignment. Excavation of the feature
revealed a ditch terminus with a single naturally silted fill (7312) from which
a single sherd of early Roman (AD 1-150) pottery was recovered.

4.14.10 Trenches 74 and 75 were positioned to the north-east of Trench 73. They
revealed three similar pits (7403, 7503 and 7505). The only find recovered
from the features was a flint flake from fill 7506 of pit 7505. Although their
function is unclear, it is possible they had a similar purpose and date.

415 Trenches 68, 71, 76, 82, 89, and 90 (Figs 26 and 27)

4.15.1 This group of trenches were located near the centre of the site, close to the
A13.

4.15.2 Trench 68 revealed NNW-SSE aligned ditch 6802. This feature is
positioned in the same location and orientation as a historic field boundary
mapped on the 1st edition OS map. The dark grey silt upper fill produced
an iron object of post-medieval/modern date, confirming that this was a
relatively modern boundary ditch.

4.15.3 Trench 71 was located to the south-west of Trench 68. It was targeted on
a large discrete cropmark which appears to have been caused by pit 7103.
Extending beyond the limits of the excavation the pit measured at least
2.22m in diameter and 0.42m deep. It was filled with a grey-brown silty sand
deposit (7102), which produced small fragments of abraded possible Iron
Age pottery and prehistoric worked flint.

4.15.4 Trench 76 also revealed a large pit (7603), located just over 22m to the
south-east of 7103. Pit 7603 measured 2.2m long, at least 1.65m wide and
in excess of 0.5m deep, although the base was not reached during
excavation (Plate 10). It contained a dump of charcoal rich material (7604),
which had been introduced from the southern edge. This was then sealed
by deposit greyish yellow sand (7605) which appears to have accumulated
naturally. Fill 7604 contained seven sherds of Anglo-Saxon pottery dating
to ¢ 400-750, together with residual prehistoric worked flint and Roman
pottery. Fill 7605 produced further fragments of residual Roman pottery and
prehistoric flints. Bulk soil sample 25, collected from fill 7604, contained a
large quantity of charcoal and smaller amounts of charred cereal grains
(barley and possible wheat) and weed seeds.

4.15.5 The central upper portion of the pit appeared to have been truncated by
later feature 7615. Pit 7615 was ovoid in plan and just 0.24m deep with a
concave longitudinal profile. Its fill (7606) comprised a greyish yellow silty
sand and also incorporated charcoal flecks towards the base, which had
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presumably derived from the truncation of deposit 7404. It also contained
sherds of residual Roman pottery and Roman CBM fragments.

4.15.6 Atthe northern end of the trench were two narrow ditches (7608 and 7610).
They were broadly parallel to each other and less than 0.1m apart, on ENE—
WSW alignments. Both ditches had shallow concave profiles less than
0.14m deep and were filled with greyish brown silty sand deposits without
finds. A small undated pit or posthole (7612) was recorded in the space
between the two in the north-east corner of the trench.

4.15.7 Trench 82 was positioned near the northern edge of the site and exposed
pit or large posthole 8202. It had steep sides and a rounded base and was
0.58m in diameter and 0.38m deep. Filling the pit were two sandy clay
deposits (8204 and 8205). The surface of the feature was truncated by a
small shallow cut 8206. No finds were recovered from either feature.

4.15.8 Trench 89 revealed just a small portion of a feature at its south-west end.
Only partially exposed and not relating to any cropmarks, it remains unclear
whether 8902 was part of a ditch or another large pit. Medieval pottery
dating to the 11th to early 13th century was recovered from its single fill
(8903), alongside residual early/middle Roman pottery and Roman CBM. A
fragment of whetstone was also recovered from the surface of this feature.

4.15.9 Trench 90 was located east of Trench 89. It revealed a single ENE-WSW
aligned ditch (9002). It measured almost 1.5m wide and just 0.13m deep
with a sterile fill of dark grey-brown silty clay. No adjacent trenches revealed
similar features on this alignment and there is no corresponding cropmark.

4.16 Trenches 78, 105-6 and 112-14 (Figs 28 and 29)

4.16.1 This group of trenches were positioned near the middle of the site, close to
Stanford Road and opposite Whitecroft’'s Farm. The cropmarks for this area
of the site indicated numerous discrete features and a linear feature that
probably corresponds to a historic field boundary.

4.16.2 Trench 78 was located approximately 20m south of Trench 75. Towards
the northern end of the trench was large WNW-ESE aligned ditch 7802. It
had moderately steep sides and a flattish base and was 1.9m wide and
0.45m deep. It contained a primary slump of material (7808), comprising
light grey silty clay, overlain by an orange-brown silty clay (7809). The final
upper fill was a deposit of greyish brown silty clay (7803) and produced a
small quantity of Roman pottery. The deposits reflect a process of gradual
natural silting.

4.16.3 Truncating the southern edge of the ditch was pit 7804. This feature was
particular difficult to see but consisted of a slightly irregular cut filled with a
slump deposit of gravelly clay (7810), overlain by a sterile deposit of greyish
brown silty clay (7805).

4.16.4 Near the southern end of the trench was unusual, narrow linear feature
7806. Initially interpreted as a ditch, this is perhaps more likely to be a result
of bioturbation.

4.16.5 An area of greyish brown silty clay was investigated at the northern end of
the trench and interpreted as a patch of natural silting (7811). It corresponds
with a discrete cropmark but in the absence of any archaeological material
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to suggest otherwise, it is believed that the cropmark is derived from a
geological variation.

4.16.6 Trench 105 was located to the east of Trench 78. It revealed NNW-SSE
aligned ditch 10502. The position and orientation of this ditch matches both
a linear cropmark and a field boundary recorded on the 1st edition OS map.
Recovery of iron objects and CBM confirm a post-medieval/modern date
for this ditch.

4.16.7 Trench 112 was positioned to the south of Trench 105 and located the
same cropmark field boundary (11202). A small quantity of Roman pottery
was recovered from its single fill (11203). At the southern end of the trench
this was truncated by perpendicular ditch 11206. Ditch 11206 contained a
single fill (11207), which produced Roman pottery and the remains of a near
complete calf skeleton. Due to the level of preservation, it is likely that the
pottery is residual and the faunal remains are more recent than the Roman
period.

4.16.8 Inthe northern half of the trench was L-shaped ditch 11204. It had a shallow
concave profile and was 1.17m wide and 0.16m deep with a fill of brownish
grey clay silt (11205). No finds were recovered from this ditch and no clear
relationship with 11202 could be established.

4.16.9 Trench 106 was located a little more than 25m to the north-east of Trench
112. At the eastern end of the trench an irregular, curvilinear feature was
excavated in two places (10604 and 10602). It was a shallow, steep-sided
feature with a wide flattish base, up to 0.74m wide and 0.27m deep. The fill
was a grey-brown silty clay deposit (10605) that contained a sherd of middle
Bronze Age to Iron Age pottery. The unusual form of the feature made it
difficult to determine its original function. It was perhaps a tree-throw hole
but could be part of an irregular, truncated curvilinear ditch.

4.16.10 Trench 113 revealed a pair of small intercutting pits (11302 and 11305). Pit
11302 contained two fills (11303 and 11304). Upper fill 11304 was a dark
grey-brown silty clay, with frequent fragments of charcoal and a large stone,
suggesting this was a deliberate dumped deposit, though it did not produce
any finds. Soil sample 3, collected from fill 11303, produced just a small
amount of charcoal. The pit was truncated to the east by pit 11305, which
contained a single undated fill (11306).

4.16.11 Trench 114 was located to the east of Trench 113 and adjacent to a row of
houses referred to as Five Chimneys on historic mapping. At the northern
end of the trench was undated ditch 11402, orientated ENE-WSW, which
contained only a few pieces of animal bone. To the south was a second
ditch (11404). It measured 1.7m wide and 0.31m deep with gently sloped
sides and a flat base. It contained a grey-brown, silty clay fill (11405) which
produced a piece of animal bone.

4.16.12 Ditch 11404 coincides with the northern end of a structure mapped on the
1st edition OS map that was no longer extant on the site. Although no
structural material was recovered from the ditch, it is possible that this was
a robber trench to remove the foundations of the structure.
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4.17 Trenches 98-100 and 108 (Figs 30 and 31)

4.17.1 This group of trenches were situated to the north of the Five Chimneys
residential dwellings.

4.17.2 Trench 98 was located at the west of the group. In the south-east end of
the trench was possible ditch terminus or pit 9802. It measured 0.88m wide
and 0.24m deep with a fill of orange-brown sandy clay which produced a
single flint flake.

4.17.3 Near the centre of the trench were two adjacent pits or perhaps two ditch
terminals forming an entrance (9804 and 9806; Plate 11). They were very
similar in appearance with steep sides and slightly concave bases,
approximately 1m wide and 0.3m and 0.42m deep. Both features were filled
by deposits of greyish brown sandy clay (9805 and 9807). Pit 9804 also
contained fragments of middle Bronze Age to Iron Age pottery and
prehistoric worked flint, and pit 9806 produced prehistoric worked flint.

4.17.4 Trench 99 was located to the east of Trench 98 and revealed a single
undated posthole (9902) at the southern end of the excavated area as well
as a natural feature (9904).

4.17.5 Trenches 100 and 108 were situated to the east of Trench 99 and both
revealed what is believed to be the same slightly sinuous NW-SE aligned
ditch (10003 and 10802). Deposit 10004 from ditch 10003 contained both
prehistoric worked flint and middle Bronze Age to Iron Age pottery, but no
finds were recovered from the feature in Trench 108. It had moderately
steep sides and flattish base up to 0.77m wide and 0.3m deep. Due to its
alignment, it was not identified in any adjacent trenches and does not
correspond to any cropmark features plotted in this field.

4.18 Trenches 83-6 and 92-3 (Figs 32 and 33)

4.18.1 This group of trenches were positioned towards the north-east corner of
Land Parcel 30, adjacent to the A13.

4.18.2 Trench 83 was located to the west of this group. Ditch 8302 was recorded
near the north-west end of the trench with a ENE-WSW alignment. It had
a broad shallow profile, 2.1m wide and 0.3m deep, containing naturally
accumulated fills 8303 and 8304. The upper fill (8304) produced two small
sherds of Roman pottery. Ditch 8305 was located along the northern edge
of ditch 8302, on a parallel alignment. Due to the similarity of their fills, no
relationship could be determined. A tiny fragment of undated pottery was
recovered from the fill of ditch 8305 (8306).

4.18.3 Elongated ovoid pit 8307 was excavated to the south of the ditches. Due to
its irregular profile, it is more likely to be a tree-throw hole than an
archaeological feature. No finds were retrieved from its fill.

4.18.4 Trench 84 was excavated to the north-east of Trench 83. It revealed two
ditches and a pit. Large NNW-SSE ditch 8406 measured 2.38m wide with
steep sides leading to a broad concave base and was 0.7m deep (Plate
12). At the base of the ditch was a primary deposit of silty clay (8408)
including flecks of fired clay, overlain by a naturally silted layer of silty clay
(8407).
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4.18.5 Located several metres to the east was a second ditch on a parallel
alignment (8404). It was 0.64m wide with a shallow undulated base 0.07m
deep. It was filled with a deposit of orange-brown silty clay but contained
no artefacts.

4.18.6 Pit 8402 was situated immediately to the east of ditch 8404. The shape in
plan and profile were both slightly irregular and it measured 1.92m wide
and 0.52m deep. It was filled with a deposit of grey-brown silty clay (8403)
and yielded a piece of worked flint.

4.18.7 Trenches 85, 86 and 92 were adjacent to each other over a distance of
approximately 100m near the northern edge of Land Parcel 30. They each
appeared expose parts of the same NE-SW aligned ditch running across
this part of the site (8502, 8602, 9202). It had a consistently shallow
concave profile, between 0.56 and 0.73m wide and up to 0.22m deep. It
was filled by a single naturally accumulated deposit that was devoid of finds.

4.18.8 In Trench 85, a small undated pit (8504) was excavated alongside the ditch.

4.18.9 Trench 93 was positioned to the south of Trench 85. It revealed NNW-SSE
aligned ditch 9307. It had steep sides and an undulating flattish base and
was 1.85m wide and 0.4m deep. Filling the ditch was a single deposit of
sandy clay (9308), which produced a small amount of Roman pottery.

4.18.10 Near the eastern end of the trench were two slightly irregular pits (9304 and
9302). Pit 9302 was almost 2m wide and 0.36m deep. It contained a fill of
reddish-brown silty sand (9303) that was particularly difficult to differentiate
from the geology. Several small sherds of middle Bronze Age to Iron Age
pottery and a prehistoric worked flint were recovered from the fill. Pit 9304
was very similar in appearance, with two fills (9305 and 9306). No finds
were recovered from pit 9304.

419 Trenches 88, 95-66, 102-4 and 111 (Figs 34 and 35)

4.19.1 This group of features were positioned at the eastern end of Land Parcel
30.

4.19.2 Trench 88 was in the north-east corner of the site. Pit 8802 was only
partially exposed, as it extended to the north beyond the limits of the trench.
Ovoid in plan, it measured 1.14m wide and 0.45m deep. It contained a
primary fill of brown clay silt (8804), overlain by a deposit of grey-brown clay
silt (8803). Both fills produced finds of early Neolithic pottery and worked
flint.

4.19.3 Trench 95 was located approximately 20m south-west of Trench 88. It
revealed a single undated ditch 9502. Orientated NNW-SSE, it was filled
by a deposit comprising grey-brown silty clay (9503). It was not observed
in any of the adjacent trenches.

4.19.4 Trench 96 was located east of Trench 95. Ditch 9607 was recorded in the
southern half of the trench on a WSW-ENE alignment. It had steep sides
and an irregular base with a single fill of brown sandy silt (9608). A small
amount of possible late Bronze Age/lron Age pottery and prehistoric worked
flint were recovered during excavation.
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4.19.5 The large tree-throw hole (9609) to the north of ditch 9607 also contained
a small amount of very abraded pottery of either early Neolithic or middle
Bronze Age to Iron Age date from secondary fill 9610.

4.19.6 Several natural features were also observed and investigated in this trench
(9605, 9606, 9612). It is unclear if undated possible pit 9603 was
archaeological or natural in origin.

4.19.7 Trench 102 revealed small irregular pit 10203 at its western end. It
measured 0.9m in diameter and 0.18m deep with a rounded base. It
contained an initial fill of yellow grey silt clay (10204) onto which a dump of
burnt waste had been dumped (10205), rich in charcoal and with a large
quantity of oxidised material. No dating evidence was hand collected from
this pit; however, a very small and abraded sherd of possible Iron Age
pottery was recovered from bulk soil sample 22, collected from deposit
10205. This sample also contained a small amount of charcoal, but no
charred plant remains.

4.19.8 Trench 103 was located east of Trench 102. Two possible ditches (10305
and 10307) were recorded in this trench, but they may have been remnant
subsoil deposits that survived in a depression caused by a change in the
underlying geology. Similarly, pit 10302 was in fact a naturally silted
manganese-rich deposit and not an archaeological feature.

4.19.9 Trench 104 was situated in the south-east corner of the site, east of Trench
103. It revealed large shallow pit 10404 (Plate 13). Approximately 1.89m
wide and 0.22m deep, it was filled a deposit of brownish grey clay sand
(10405). Several sherds of medieval pottery dating to ¢ 1270-1350 were
also recovered, clustered together on the base of the pit (Plate 14), as well
as more than 50 small fragments of very eroded animal bone.

4.19.10 To the north-west of the pit was NW-SE aligned ditch 10406. It had a
shallow concave profile, 0.24m and a fill of greyish brown sandy clay
(10407). A small sherd of Roman pottery was recovered from this ditch.

4.19.11 Further to the north-west was a natural feature (10403) from which small
quantities of Roman pottery and eroded animal bone were retrieved.

4.19.12 Trench 111 was positioned to the south-west of Trench 104, adjacent to
Stanford Road. It revealed shallow undated ditch 11106, truncated by a
parallel adjacent ditch 11104 (Plate 15). The later ditch was filled with a
naturally silted sequence of fills, with a final upper fill (11105). Small
posthole 11102 was recorded cutting through deposit 11105, but due to the
mottled nature of the deposits, this could be a misinterpretation of the
sediments.

4.19.13 Ditch 11110 was a small feature just 0.36m wide and 0.04m deep. It
contained an undated fill of brown silty clay.

4.20 Trenches 1, 5-7, 14, 15 and 17 (Figs 36 and 37)

4.20.1 This group of trenches were located in the western part of Land Parcel 35,
east of Rectory Road and north of the A13. They were predominantly
positioned to target a number of rectilinear cropmark features.

4.20.2 Trench 1 was located in the north-west corner of the site in one of the areas
devoid of cropmarks. At the south-west end of the trench was a narrow ditch
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(109). It measured 0.41m wide and 0.09m deep and was filled with a
deposit of reddish-brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this
feature.

4.20.3 Ditch 111 was situated a few metres to the east of ditch 109, on a parallel
NNW-SSE orientation. It had a broad flat base and was 1.28m wide and
0.25m deep. It contained a primary fill of stony sand (113) overlain by a
slowly accumulated sandy silt (112). Fill 112 produced two joining
fragments of Roman tile.

4.20.4 Ditch 114 was only visible in section, adjacent to ditch 111. It had a shallow
flat profile and a single undated fill (115).

4.20.5 Towards the north-east end of the trench was a row of three postholes (107,
105 and 103), aligned NE-SW (Plate 16). Each measured approximately
0.3m in diameter. They survived to between 0.09 and 0.22m deep. Deposit
104 from posthole 103 contained a small amount of post-medieval pottery
and was the only one to yield any finds.

4.20.6 Trench 5 was situated just over 70m to the south-east of Trench 1. It
revealed E-W aligned ditch 503 near the centre of the trench. The shallow
concave feature contained a deposit of greyish brown silty sand (504) from
which animal bone fragments and post-medieval CBM were recovered.
This ditch was closely aligned with a linear cropmark feature mapped close
to this location.

4.20.7 Ditch 505 was recorded in plan at the northern end of the trench.
Unexcavated at this location, its alignment suggested it was the same
feature as ditch 604 in Trench 6.

4.20.8 Trench 6 was located to the north-east of Trench 5 and contained ditch
604. It measured 1.64m wide and 0.48m deep with a fill of grey-brown silty
clay and stones (605). No finds were recovered from the fill.

4.20.9 Near the centre of the trench and extending beyond the western baulk was
sub-circular pit or tree-throw hole 607. It was filled with naturally
accumulated sediments 608 and 609. The upper fill (608) contained several
pieces of worked flint which had clearly been dumped in this feature.

4.20.10 Trench 7 targeted a NNW-SSE aligned linear cropmark to the east of
Trench 6. Two ditches (709 and 711) were revealed at the eastern end of
the trench on this alignment. Based on its position, ditch 709 is mostly likely
to have created the cropmark targeted. It measured 0.66m wide and 0.16m
deep. It contained a primary fill (714) overlain by reddish grey sand silt
deposit (710). Several fragments of post-medieval CBM were recovered
from deposit 710.

4.20.11 Ditch 711 had steep sides and was 0.81m wide and 0.32m deep. It was
filled with a greyish brown silty sand (713), overlain by a deposit of reddish
grey sandy silty (712). Both deposits contained fragments of post-medieval
CBM, whilst two sherds of early post-medieval pottery were also recovered
from deposit 712.

4.20.12 In the south-west end of the trench were two undated pits or possible
postholes (703 and 707), both measuring approximately 0.4m in diameter
and 0.1m deep (Plate 17). In between these two was a third discrete feature
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(705). It measured 0.51m wide and just 0.06m deep. It is unclear is this was
also originally a posthole or a pit. A single sherd of Roman pottery was
recovered from deposit 706, the fill of feature 705.

4.20.13 Trench 14 was located to the south of Trench 7. It revealed NNW-SSE
aligned ditch 1403. It measured 0.85m wide and 0.3m deep with steep sides
and a flattish base. Filled with a single deposit silty sand (1404), no finds
were recovered from this ditch. Ditch 1403 corresponds with a rectilinear
cropmark feature which indicates that it was the same ditch at 803 to the
north-east and 1507 to the south. Although not connected by the
cropmarks, the orientation and profile of the ditch may also indicate that
was a continuation of ditch 709 to the north.

4.20.14 Trench 15 revealed three parallel ditches (1503, 1505 and 1507). Ditch
1507, at the western end of the trench, had a concave profile and was

0.98m wide and 0.24m deep. It was filled with a single sterile deposit
(1508).

4.20.15 Ditch 1505 was located approximately 9m to the north-east. It had a shallow
concave profile and was 0.54m wide and 0.17m deep with a naturally silted
dark grey-brown silty sand fill (1506). Less than 0.2m to the north-east was
ditch 1503, which measured 0.8m wide and 0.18m with a similar fill to 1506.

4.20.16 No dating evidence was recovered from any of these ditches, but their
correlation to the cropmark evidence does indicate that they were part of
the rectilinear enclosure system present here.

4.20.17 Trench 17 was located to the south-east of Trench 5. It revealed a large
ditch aligned ENE-WSW (1704). Ditch 1704 was only visible in the section
of the trench, an appeared to be cut through the subsoil (1701) and had not
been clearly identified during stripping. It measured 1.38m wide and 0.48m
deep, with a concave base. It was filled with a single orange-brown silty
sand (1705) and produced a small amount of presumably residual late
Bronze Age pottery.

4.20.18 Also recorded in section and apparently cutting the subsoil was a pit or
posthole (1706). It had a width of 0.41m and near-vertical sides, 0.5m deep.
Its fill of dark grey-brown silty sand (1707) included both middle Bronze Age
to Iron Age pottery and CBM fragments.

4.20.19 Although layer 1701 appeared to be a subsoil deposit, subsoil was absent
from many of the trenches and the features recorded were usually sealed
by this layer. Unless the features in Trench 17 were post-medieval in origin,
it is more likely that layer 1701 is a change in the natural geology.

4.21 Trenches 8-11, 13 and 22 (Figs 38 and 39)

4.21.1 This group of trenches were located near the centre of the parcel, targeting
the densest area of rectilinear cropmark features.

4.21.2 Trench 8 revealed a single ditch (803), which the cropmarks indicated was
probably linked to ditch 1403 to the south-west. Ditch 803 had steep sides
and a wide concave base and was 1.28m wide and 0.38m deep. Its single
fill consisted of sterile, greyish brown silty sand (804).

4.21.3 Trench 9 was located to the north-east of Trench 8. It revealed a pair of
parallel ditches aligned NNW-SSE at opposing ends of the trench (903 and
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905). The ditches both had shallow concave profiles and sterile naturally
silted fills. Both ditches also appeared to be related to similarly aligned
cropmarks.

4.21.4 Trench 10 was positioned to the south of Trench 9 targeting adjacent
cropmark features. Ditch 1003 was recorded near the south-west end of the
trench, corresponding to a NNW-SSE aligned cropmark. The ditch
measured 0.72m wide and 0.16m deep. It was filled by sterile sandy silt
deposit 1004.

4.21.5 At the north-east end of the trench, pit or ditch 1005 was recorded in plan
extending beyond the limits of the excavated area. Broadly E-W aligned, it
is likely that this was part of a corresponding linear cropmark. It may have
been parallel to and contemporary with feature 1007, a small ditch recorded
in section to the west of ditch 1005. No finds were recovered from either of
these features.

4.21.6 Trench 11 was located to the east of Trench 10 and revealed two features.
Ditch terminus/pit 1105 was recorded at the northern end of the trench. It
had a shallow, wide concave profile and was 0.58m wide and 0.1m deep
and contained a naturally accumulated deposit (1106). Based on its position
and nearby cropmarks, it is possible that this was the continuation of ditch
1005 in Trench 10.

4.21.7 Ditch 1103 was another undated feature with a shallow concave profile.
Also corresponding with a cropmark feature, its NE-SW orientation is
distinct from the majority of enclosure ditches recorded on this site and
perhaps representative of a different phase of activity.

4.21.8 Trench 13 targeted three linear cropmarks that were revealed as ditches
1303, 1305 and 1307. Each had a shallow concave profile and they were
filed with slowly accumulated sterile deposits. Extrapolating the
alignments, it is likely that 1303 formed part of the same boundary as ditch
1003 to the north. With ditches 1303 and 1305 on a perpendicular alignment
to 1307, they appear to have been part of the same enclosure system.

4.21.9 Trench 22 was located to the south of Trench 13 and recorded a ditch
(2206) that was probably the continuation of ditch 1303 or 1305 from Trench
13. At this location it had steep sides and broad flattish base and was 1.18m
wide and 0.24m deep but was also filled with a sterile undated deposit
(2207). To the east of ditch 2206 was small possible posthole 2203. It
measured 0.3m in diameter and contained brownish grey, silty sand
deposit. Alternatively, it could have been part of adjacent animal burrow
2205.

4.22 Trenches 24, 25, and 27 (Figs 40 and 41)

4.22.1 This group of trenches were located in the south-east corner of Land Parcel
35. They were targeted on a penannular cropmark and other rectilinear
cropmarks north of the A13.

4.22.2 Trench 24 revealed single ditch 2403. It had a shallow concave profile and
was 0.94m wide and 0.14m deep with a fill of grey-brown silty sand (2404).
Aligned NE-SW, it matches one of the linear cropmarks targeted by the
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trench. The second targeted cropmark may have passed to the south of the
trench.

4.22.3 Trench 25 was an L-shaped trench targeting perpendicular linear
cropmarks. At the west end of the trench, ditch 2507 was revealed. The full
depth of the ditch was not exposed, but it was 1.22m wide and at least
0.44m deep. The upper fill (2508) comprised grey-brown silty sand and
included fragments of 18th/19th-century CBM and wood fragments. The
finds recovered suggest a recent date, and although it matches a cropmark
feature. There was no ditch mapped at this location on the 1st edition OS
map.

4.22.4 Ditch 2503 had a steep side and a flat base, filled with greyish brown silty
sand (2504). It was recut to the east by ditch 2505 which also had steep
sides and a flattish base. It was filled by a similar, but darker deposit (2506).
Neither ditch produced any finds.

4.22.5 Trench 27 was located to the north of Trench 26, which had failed to identify
anything that related to a penannular cropmark.

4.22.6 Ditch 2703 was recorded near the centre of the trench and corresponded
with a cropmark feature with an ENE-WSW alignment. It had a concave
profile and contained sterile naturally accumulate fill 2704.

4.23 Trenches 31-5 (Figs 42 and 43)

4.23.1 The group of trenches was situated in the north-east corner of the site. They
were principally focused on the southern edge of a rectilinear enclosure
cropmark.

4.23.2 Trench 31 revealed several features relating to cropmarks. Ditch 3105 at
the south-west end of the trench was a NNW-SSE aligned ditch, 1.3m wide
and 0.34m deep, with steep sides and a narrow concave base (Plate 18).
It contained two fills of naturally silted material, 3106 and 3107, neither of
which produced any finds.

4.23.3 Ditch 3103 was located near the centre of the trench. The extent of this
feature was difficult to define, but it appeared to be a gently sloped, rounded
ditch terminus extending beyond the south-east baulk of the trench. Less
than 0.2m deep, it contained a single fill of sterile light brown silty sand
(3104).

4.23.4 At the north-east end of the trench was ditch 3109. It had steep sides and
a rounded base and was 1.3m wide and 0.36m deep. Primary fill 3110
contained a sherd of 13th- to 15th-century pottery. The overlying deposit of
reddish-brown silty sand (3111) was devoid of finds.

4.23.5 Trench 32 revealed the very shallow remnants of NE-SW aligned ditch
3203. Just 0.07m deep and cut into sandy gravel geology, it was difficult to
determine the relationship with perpendicular ditch 3205, but it appeared
that 3205 was possibly the later feature. Based on the associated
cropmarks, it would seem that ditch 3205 was part of a subdivision within a
larger enclosure defined to the south by ditch 3203. No finds were
recovered from either feature.

4.23.6 Trench 33 revealed ditch 3303, which potentially forms a continuation of
ditch 3203 from ditch 32. Ditch 3303 measured 0.86m wide with moderately
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sloped sides and a concave base 0.18m deep. It contained a primary fill
(3306) overlain by a deposit of dark grey silty sand (3305) and a final upper
fill of brown-grey silty sand (3304). Deposit 3304 contained several sherds
of Roman pottery. Soil sample 1, collected from fill 3304, produced charcoal
and charred cereal grains of wheat and oat, chaff and weed seeds.

4.23.7 Trench 34 was located to the east of Trench 33. At the east end of the
trench small pit or posthole 3403 was recorded. It contained a moderate
amount of charcoal suggesting the fill (3404) had been dumped into the
feature, but no finds were recovered.

4.23.8 Adjacent to feature 3403 was NNW-SSE aligned ditch 3405. The shallow
concave profile was filled with a sterile deposit of reddish-brown sandy silt
(3406).

4.23.9 Trench 35 was located to the south of Trench 34 and exposed narrow NE—
SW aligned ditch 3503. It measured 0.5m wide and 0.14m deep and was
filled with reddish brown silty sand devoid of artefacts.

4.24 Finds summary

4.24.1 Prehistoric pottery. A total of 59 sherds of prehistoric pottery (158g) was
recovered. Much of the pottery is broadly dated to the middle Bronze Age
to Iron Age period and comprises small and abraded sherds, though the
early Neolithic and late Bronze Age are also represented within the small
assemblage.

4.24.2 Late Iron Age and Roman pottery. An assemblage of Roman pottery
comprising 216 sherds (3107g) was collected. Whilst a large proportion of
the pottery could not be more closely dated within the Roman period, there
is an emphasis on the middle Roman period and to a lesser extent the late
Iron Age/early Roman period. It is possible that much of the material was
manufactured locally.

4.24.3 Medieval and post-medieval pottery. Post-Roman pottery consisting of
128 sherds (14549) largely dates to the late medieval period, though a few
sherds of Anglo-Saxon, early post-medieval and 19th-century pottery have
also been identified.

4.24.4 Fired clay. A single piece of fired clay was recovered, comprising a late
Bronze Age perforated slab/plate.

4.24.5 Ceramic building materials. A total of 63 fragments of CBM (4.7kg) were
retrieved, the majority consisting of post-medieval brick, floor tile and roof
tile, though fragments of Roman and medieval/post-medieval tile were also
identified.

4.24.6 Metals. Sixty-four iron objects (570.5g), including nails, rods and chain
links, were collected, most of which are of late post-medieval or modern
date. A worn and corroded copper alloy coin was also recovered and has
been interpreted as a possible late 3rd-century AD radiate.

4.24.7 Glass. Seventeen shards of generally 19th- or early 20th-century glass
were retrieved. Most comprise wine bottle fragments.

4.24.8 Worked Stone. Eight pieces of stone were recovered and retained for
analysis. Two pieces (53g) comprise fragments of Mayen lava that may
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have formed parts of rotary querns. They may be of Roman or medieval
date. The remaining stone is unworked and unused.

4.24.9 Flint. An assemblage of 39 pieces of worked flint and over 1000 fragments
of unworked burnt flint (3798g) was retrieved from the site. Much of the
worked flint, which includes flakes, blades and a scraper, was residual in
later features, though some pieces are of notable early Neolithic date.
Although the large quantity of burnt material is largely undiagnostic, it is
notable for having largely been recovered from three cremation burials.

4.25 Environmental summary

4.25.1 Charred plant remains and charcoal. Twenty-six bulk samples were
collected. Material from ditches 3303, 4605 and pit 14205 are all good
candidates for further analysis and will contribute to the final narrative for
the site. There are also viable samples from each of the cremation cuts that
can undergo further analysis for species identification. Twig roundwood in
several samples offer opportunities for 14C dating, should it be required.

4.25.2 Animal bone. Approximately 139 pieces of animal bone (603g), which
includes refitting fragments, were recovered from the site. The majority of
the fragments are of unidentified mammal bones, though some taxa were
identified, comprising cattle, horse, sheep/goat and mole. No evidence of
articulation, burning, gnawing or butchery was observed.

4.25.3 Human remains. The human bone comprised three undated unurned
deposits of cremated bone (13611 from pit 13610, 13612 from pit 13609
and 13614 from pit 13613). The remains were in keeping with adult, or
possibly adolescent, remains, although no precise age or sex estimations
could be made.
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5 Discussion

5.1 Reliability of field investigation

5.1.1 The layout of trenches provided good overall coverage of the site. However,
the need to omit several trenches due to uncharted services and limitations
on access mean that small areas in each of the three land parcels could not
be evaluated.

5.1.2 The conditions varied throughout the fieldwork, with periods of dry weather
accompanied by frequent rainfall. Fortunately, the conditions did not
hamper the investigations and provided a good opportunity for features to
weather out. Across Land Parcel 35 and the eastern part of Land Parcel 3
this meant that the features were easily identified against the underlying
sand, silts and clay of the Lambeth Group. The Boyn Hill Gravels revealed
across much of Land Parcel 30, on the other hand, were dominated by
naturally silted depressions which bore a close resemblance to
archaeological features and are likely to have been the cause of the many
discrete cropmarks. However, a large number of putative archaeological
features were excavated across the site to ensure that archaeological
remains did not go unrecognised.

5.1.3 The correlation between the cropmarks and the archaeological features
was varied across the three land parcels, but generally favoured the ditched
enclosure systems recorded in Land Parcels 3 and 35. In particular, there
was a very good correlation between the cropmark features targeted by
Trenches 135 to 150 and the archaeological remains they revealed.
Inevitably, discrete features were underrepresented but the concentration
of activity was particularly well indicated by the cropmarks in this area of
the site. This is also the case for the north-east corner of Land Parcel 3 and
Land Parcel 35, where most linear cropmarks were matched with
underlying ditches.

5.1.4 The efficacy of the evaluation in identifying the features that generated the
cropmarks is a good indicator for the reliability of this investigation. The only
notable exception was the ring ditch targeted by Trench 26, where no
corresponding archaeological feature was identified despite meticulous
hand cleaning. Presumably the feature had been truncated by ploughing
since it was first recorded. Overall, the identification of multiple features not
previously recognised as cropmarks again demonstrates that the
evaluation is a reliable indicator for the determining the archaeological
potential of this site.

5.2 Interpretation

5.2.1 Mesolithic/Neolithic. The earliest feature recorded on the site was pit
8802, which produced several sherds of early Neolithic pottery. A serrated
flint blade of the same date was recovered from the ploughsoil of the same
trench. Other finds of pottery and flint have been tentatively dated to the
same period from the adjacent Trench 96 and suggest there may have been
a focus of activity in this corner of the site. However, there were many
undated shallow pits and hollows from across the site that could easily have
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been related to contemporary activity. Whether these remains represent
settlement evidence or more transitory activity cannot be established on the
basis of the limited remains from the evaluation. The proximity of the Orsett
causewayed enclosure ¢ 0.5km east of the site demonstrates that people
would have been drawn to the area throughout this period and more
remains of this date are likely given the limitations of trial trenching in
identifying remains of this period.

5.2.2 Late Bronze Age to Iron Age. Evidence for late Neolithic and early Bronze
Age activity is absent from the finds assemblage and late Bronze Age
evidence is limited to a small quantity of pottery from ditch 1704 and a
perforated clay slab from ditch 18402. Overall, the late Bronze Age and
early lron Age pottery recovered from the site comprised small abraded
sherds from all three Land Parcels, although the majority was recovered
from Land Parcel 30 and the higher ground at the east of Land Parcel 3.

5.2.3 The most notable assemblages from this period were those recovered from
pit 9302 and ditches 10003 and 17603. The pottery from these features
comprised several sherds and were less abraded than those recovered
from the rest of the site. Similar features were found adjacent to these and
were either undated or contained just small abraded sherds of middle
Bronze Age or Iron Age pottery. At the very least these indicate the
presence of a late prehistoric field system, but with the presence of
postholes and pits, many of which are undated, it is possible that there are
remnants of domestic occupation as well, although these features
appeared to have been significantly truncated by subsequent agricultural
activity.

5.2.4 A particularly good demonstration of the truncation that has taken place is
provided by the annular cropmark targeted by Trenches 61 and 62. Due to
the size and form of the cropmark, it is likely that this was generated by the
remains of a Bronze Age barrow, but only a shallow ditch 0.12m survived,
which was only recorded in the trench section.

5.2.5 Late Iron Age and Early Roman. The main phase of activity on the site
appears to develop at the very beginning of the Roman period with a distinct
focus in the southern part of Land Parcel 3. Trenches 135 to 150 were all
targeted on a series of rectilinear cropmarks which previous phases of
investigation (OA 2020b) have proven to be predominantly Roman in date.

5.2.6 During this phase of fieldwork, the principal enclosure targeted by Trenches
139, 140 and 141 appears to define and enclose the main focus of Roman
settlement until the end of the 3rd century. Within the enclosure there is a
dense concentration of features that comprise a series of ditched sub-
divisions as indicated by the cropmarks, alongside distinct settlement
evidence indicated by clusters of shallow pits and postholes, particularly in
Trenches 143, 145 and 148. The suggestion that this forms the focus of the
settlement is further attested by the pottery assemblage, the preservation of
which was best in Trenches 139, 140, 142, 143 and 150.

5.2.7 Beginning in the early Roman period, the peak of activity takes place in the
late 2nd to mid-3rd century, with no evidence for continued occupation into
4th century. As expected, this demonstrates that the focus of activity was
contemporary with and therefore a continuation of the occupation previously
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identified at the Hornsby Lane site (OA 2020b). Although no further
evidence for pottery production was identified, some of the material
produced locally appears to have been used on site.

5.2.8 Whilst the first phase of evaluation revealed the remains of a Roman
cremation burial in the enclosure to the east of Trench 149, no further burials
were found in the vicinity during this investigation. However, the presence
of a cemetery within the rectangular area defined by the cropmarks to the
east of Trench 149 cannot be ruled out due to the potential for a scattered
distribution of such features.

5.2.9 The three unurned cremation burials that were recorded in Trench 136, to
the north of the enclosure, were undated. Given their proximity to the Roman
settlement it is possible that they were contemporary, but equally the
dispersed late prehistoric activity in the area may mean that they predate
the Roman activity.

5.2.10 The ditched enclosures at the southern end of Land Parcel 3 provide a clear
focus of activity during this period, but evidence from across the rest of the
site indicates a more widespread impact on the landscape. These included
ditches in Trenches 186 and 172 on the higher ground at the east of Land
Parcel 3, which both contained Roman pottery. The pair of parallel ditches
in Trench 172 were both aligned with a pair of linear cropmarks and suggest
the presence of a droveway or track, perhaps connecting the settlement at
Heath Place to the area around Orsett Cock.

5.2.11 A small apparently isolated assemblage of Roman pottery from ditch 3303
accompanied by charred remains of wheat and barley is likely to be the at
the periphery of a separate Roman focus, extending to the north and defined
by the cropmark complex recorded in this area.

5.2.12 Further scattered remains of Roman material recovered from across Land
Parcels 30 and 35 were generally abraded, showed signs of reuse or were
residual in later contexts. This indicates a broader spread of Roman activity,
but this was clearly distanced from the main settlement foci. The large
network of NNW-SSE aligned enclosures that spread along and to the north
of the A13 at this location probably has its origins in the Roman period.

5.2.13 Medieval. A single Anglo-Saxon pit was recorded near the centre of Land
Parcel 30 in Trench 76 and is the only feature encountered of this date. The
absence of any contemporary activity is perhaps surprising given the
evidence for contemporary settlement at Orsett Cock and the Anglo-Saxon
cemetery at the Heath Place causewayed enclosure.

5.2.14 Further medieval evidence was equally sporadic and only occurred in
isolated, scattered contexts. Nearly 1kg of 13th/14th century pottery was
recovered from a single pit, 10404. The feature itself was almost completely
truncated by ploughing and without any obviously contemporary features it
is unclear how this material came to be deposited here.

5.2.15 A small quantity of late medieval pottery was also recovered from ditch
14115 in the south of Land Parcel 3. However, this feature appears to be
part of the Roman settlement enclosure so itis possible that the pottery was
intrusive, introduced from one of several later features that intersect the
ditch at this location.
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5.2.16 Post-medieval. Activity during this period was limited and mostly
represented by a scatter of small sherds of redware across the site. In the
absence of any specific features or foci it would appear that activity during
this post-medieval period was mostly agricultural in nature.

5.2.17 Undated. Many of the features across the three land parcels were undated.
Givern the nature of the geology, it is possible that some of these were
simply of natural or geological origin. Others may have been so
substantially truncated by ploughing that they left only shallow remnants
without finds, or they may have lacked artefactual inclusions because they
were peripheral to any areas of contemporary activity. It has been
suggested already that many of these features may be the remains of
scattered late prehistoric settlement and field systems, or in the case of the
NNW-SSE aligned field systems they were established during the Roman
period, matching the alignment of the enclosures at Hornsby Lane and
Heath Place. However, the evidence for scattered activity from the early
Neolithic through to the late medieval period prevents a firm conclusion
from being drawn.

5.3 Evaluation objectives and results

General Aims

5.3.1 Aims i-iii. The evaluation established the presence of archaeological
remains from the early Neolithic through to the late medieval period and
also identified several areas that were devoid of archaeological features.
Overall, the cropmark data has been proven to be reasonably reliable for
identifying the areas of archaeological activity, but as is often the case it
was not a good indicator for the density of activity or for locating discrete
features. In Land Parcel 30 in particular, numerous linear and discrete
features were revealed that had not been indicated as cropmark features.

5.3.2 Aim iv. The evaluation demonstrated that the greatest complexity of
archaeology was located in the southern part of Land Parcel 3, where the
Roman settlement was focused. However, even in the densest areas of
activity, the remains appeared to have been truncated by ploughing, leaving
mostly shallow features and simple stratigraphy. As indicated by the largely
flat topography, no deep sediment sequences or buried archaeological
horizons were encountered with the exception of Trench 171, which
revealed the beginning of a dry valley, although this was almost entirely
beyond the site boundary.

5.3.3 Aims v-vi. The evaluation has established the date of the remains present,
the state and preservation of the archaeological artefacts and has provided
a good indication about the potential for information about the economy,
status and past inhabitants of the site.

5.34 Aim vii. Paleoenvironmental samples were recovered and have
demonstrated the state of preservation and level of potential for
environmental information.

Specific Objectives

5.3.5 Aim xiii. The evaluation was conducted within the parameters and
objectives of the revised East of England Research Framework (Medlycott
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2011) and takes account of the aims and objectives of the Greater Thames
Estuary Historic Environment Research Framework.

5.3.6 Aim xiv. The evaluation has demonstrated that, where present, the
cropmark data is an accurate indicator for the presence of underlying
remains, with the exception of the penannular feature in Land Parcel 35,
which could not be related to any underlying feature, suggesting that
significant truncation has taken place since the cropmark was recorded.

5.3.7 Targeting of the apparently blank areas has shown that not all
archaeological features have led to the development of cropmarks in these
fields. Particularly across Land Parcel 30, there were a number of linear
features that did not correspond with mapped cropmarks. It has also shown
that whilst the cropmarks can provide an indication for an area of activity,
in this case it is not a reliable indicator for the density of remains that were
present.

5.3.8 Aim xv. No finds of Mesolithic date were recovered during the fieldwork,
but a single pit dating to the early Neolithic period was located. This along
with other findspots of flint and possible early Neolithic pottery demonstrate
that remains of this date are present. However, their limited number
prevents any meaningful conclusions to be drawn about their relationship
with the causewayed enclosure and the wider landscape.

5.3.9 Aim xvi. No remains were encountered that could be attributed to the later
Neolithic or early Bronze Age.

5.3.10 Aim xvii. The circular ring ditch indicated by a cropmark within Land Parcel
30 could not be located during the excavations and is likely to have been
truncated away by ploughing. The annular cropmark investigated by
Trenches 61 and 62 had similarly been significantly truncated by ploughing
and survived to a depth of only 0.12m. Its date may be indicated by the
recovery of several small sherds of possible early Neolithic pottery.

5.3.11 Aim xviii. Features dating to the late Bronze Age and Iron Age were
recorded from all areas of the three Land Parcels investigated. However,
these were sparsely distributed with no discernible focus of activity. This is
perhaps an indication that the sites were short-lived and shifting, but given
the likelihood that these sites are also somewhat truncated, the picture
remains unclear at this stage.

5.3.12 Aim xix. Whilst later prehistoric features were encountered across each of
the areas investigated, the inability to recognise any distinct later prehistoric
focus means that it is not possible to determine whether there was a
topographic preference. Furthermore, the sites investigated during this
stage of fieldwork were predominantly located on relatively flat ground and
do not provide enough coverage of low-lying or higher ground to reach an
informed conclusion about preferences for one or the other.

5.3.13 Aim xx. The extent, character and density of the Roman activity has been
established, especially when considered in conjunction with the results of
the Hornsby Lane evaluation in the adjacent fields (OA 2020b). The
undated cropmark enclosures north of the A13 produced very little dating
evidence during the evaluation. However, the larger rectangular enclosure
to the east, targeted by Trenches 31, 32, 33 and 34 did produce Roman
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material in Trench 33 and is likely to be of this date. The parallel ditches in
Trench 7 contained post-medieval finds and clearly indicate a different
phase of field systems.

5.3.14 Overall, it would appear that a pattern of NNW-SSE aligned field systems
was established by the Roman period and became fossilised in the
landscape, with subsequent additions following the same broad alignments.

5.3.15 Aim xxi. Although Roman pottery was recovered that had been locally
produced at either Orsett Cock or Hornsby Lane, no pottery kilns were
revealed during this phase of investigations. No evidence for Roman roads
was discovered.

5.3.16 Aim xxii. As has been established elsewhere on the LTC scheme in Essex,
many of the pit-like cropmarks revealed on the gravel geology are caused
by shallow silt pockets in the surface of the gravels. However, they can also
provide accurate evidence for features, and the pit-like cropmarks targeted
with the open area Trench 148 did correlate with small pits of Roman date.
The cropmarks across Land Parcel 30, on the other hand, appeared to have
been caused by a combination of undated pits and geological features.

5.3.17 Aim xxiii. The discovery of a single Anglo-Saxon feature, more than 1km
from contemporary evidence at the causewayed enclosure and Orsett
Cock, provides little additional information, although it does confirm that this
activity did not extend in any significant concentration to the west of these
known sites.

5.3.18 Aim xxiv. Although there is some evidence that the enclosure systems
begun in the Roman period and continued to develop through the medieval
and post-medieval periods, there is limited evidence to date the associated
roads and droveways, except to note that these tend to follow the same
alignments of the field systems and are likely to be broadly contemporary.

5.3.19 Aim xxv. Despite the evidence for medieval activity on the site, no remains
of any medieval or post-medieveal farmsteads were encountered.
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Appendix A

Trench Tables

Trench 1
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed two ditches and three postholes. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel Width (m) 2
tural.
natura Avg. depth (m) 035
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
100 Layer 0.24 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt.
101 Layer 0.03 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
102 Layer Natural. Soft light
orangish and
yellowish brown,
silty sand and
gravel.
103 Cut 0.32 0.23 Posthole
104 Fill 103 0.32 0.23 Primary Fill. Loose | Pot PMed
mid reddish brown
silt sand
105 Cut 0.32 0.09 Posthole
106 Fill 105 0.32 0.09 Primary Fill. Loose
mid reddish brown
silt sand
107 Cut 0.3 0.1 Posthole
108 Fill 107 0.3 0.1 Primary Fill. Loose
mid reddish brown
silt sand
109 Cut 0.41 0.09 Ditch
110 Fill 109 0.41 0.09 Primary Fill. Loose
mid reddish brown
sandy silt.
111 Cut 1.28 0.25 Ditch
112 Fill 111 1.28 0.36 Secondary Fill. CBM Roman
Loose mid reddish
brown sandy silt.
113 Fill 111 0.92 0.1 Primary Fill. Friable
mid greyish brown
gravelly sand.
114 Cut 0.93 0.15 Ditch
115 Fill 114 0.93 0.15 Primary Fill. Loose,
mid reddish brown,
sandy silt.
Trench 2
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)

LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35
LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL

DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032

Rev: P01

58
Page 59 of 245



Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 3
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 4
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 5
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench revealed two ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
500 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt.
501 Layer 0.15 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
502 Layer Natural. Soft light
orangish and
yellowish brown,
silty sand and
gravel.
503 Cut 1.1 0.16 Ditch
504 Fill 503 1.1 0.16 Deliberate Backfill. | CBM, C17-18
Moderately friable animal
mid greyish brown bone
silty sand with
occasional charcoal
and CBM flecks.
Contained CBM
and bone.
505 Unexcavated Ditch. mid brown
feature sandy silt
Trench 6
General description Orientation NE-
SW
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Trench revealed one ditch and a possible pit. Trench consists | Length (m) 30
of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
600 Layer 0.25 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt.
601 Layer 0.3 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
602 Layer Natural. Soft light
reddish brown
sandy gravels
603 Void
604 Cut 1.64 0.48 Ditch
605 Fill 604 1.64 0.48 Deliberate Backfill.
Compact mid
greyish brown silty
clay
606 Void
607 Cut 0.92 0.21 Pit
608 Fill 607 0.92 0.21 Secondary Fill.
Compact light
brownish grey silty
clay.
609 Fill 607 0.6 0.1 Primary Fill.
Compact mid
brownish red silty
clay
Trench 7
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed three postholes and two ditches. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel Width (m) 2
natural. Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
700 Layer 0.25 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown-grey sandy
silt
701 Layer 0.18 Subsoil. Light
yellowish brown
gravelly sand
702 Layer Natural. Light
reddish brown silt
sand
703 Cut 0.42 0.1 Posthole
704 Fill 703 0.42 0.1 Primary Fill. Mid
reddish grey sandy
silt
705 Cut 0.51 0.06 Posthole
706 Fill 705 0.51 0.06 Primary Fill. Loose | Pot Roman
mid reddish grey
sandy silt
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707 Cut 0.31 0.1 Posthole
708 Fill 707 0.31 0.1 Primary Fill. Loose
mid reddish grey
sandy silt
709 Cut 0.66 0.16 Ditch
710 Fill 709 0.66 0.08 Secondary Fill. CBM PMed
Loose mid reddish
grey sandy silt
711 Cut 0.81 0.32 Ditch
712 Fill 711 0.81 0.07 Secondary Fill. Pot, EPMed
Loose mid reddish | CBM
grey sandy silt
713 Fill 71 0.75 0.26 Primary Fill. Friable | CBM Cc16-17
mid greyish brown
silty sand.
714 Fill 709 0.47 0.07 Primary Fill. Friable
mid reddish brown
silty sand
Trench 8
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench revealed one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil and | Length (m) 27
subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.33
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
800 Layer 0.33 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
801 Layer 0.14 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
802 Layer Natural. Soft light
reddish brown
sandy gravels.
803 Cut 1.28 0.38 Ditch
804 Fill 803 1.3 0.3 Primary Fill. Soft
mid greyish brown
silty sand.
Trench 9
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed 3 ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil and | Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
900 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt
901 Layer 0.15 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
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902 Layer Natural. Soft light
reddish brown
sandy gravels.
903 Cut 1.28 0.44 Ditch
904 Fill 903 1.28 0.44 Primary Fill. Loose
mid brownish grey
silty sand.
905 Cut 1.34 0.3 Ditch
906 Fill 905 1.34 0.3 Primary Fill. loose
mid greyish brown
sandy silt.
Trench 10
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench revealed two ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1000 Layer 2 0.3 Ploughsoil. loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
1001 Layer 2 0.15 Subsoil. mid
yellowish brown
sandy silt.
1002 Layer 2 Natural. light
yellowish brown
clayey sand.
1003 Cut 0.74 0.14 Ditch
1004 Fill 0.74 0.14 Primary Fill. Loose
mid greyish brown
silty sand.
1005 Unexcavated 1.78 Ditch. Mid grey-
feature brown sandy silt.
1006 Fill 1003 1.78 Primary Fill.
Unexcavated
.Friable mid greyish
brown, silty sand
1007 Cut 0.7 0.32 Ditch. Section in
bulk
1008 Fill 1007 0.7 0.32 Primary Fill. Friable
mid reddish grey
silty sand
1009 Void
Trench 11
General description Orientation N-S
Trench revealed one ditch and one possible pit. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel Width (m) 2
natural. Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
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1100 Layer 2 0.28 Ploughsaoil. loose
mid greyish brown
sandy silt.
1101 Layer 0.27 Subsoil. light
reddish grey sandy
silt.
1102 Layer Natural. Light
reddish brown
sandy gravels.
1103 Cut 0.78 0.22 Ditch
1104 Fill 1103 0.78 0.22 Primary Fill. loose
mid greyish brown,
sandy silt.
1105 Cut 0.58 0.1 Ditch. Possible
ditch terminus or pit
1106 Fill 1105 0.58 0.1 Primary Fill. Loose
light greyish brown,
sandy silt.
Trench 12
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology and consists of ploughsoil and | Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.65
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1200 Layer 0.34 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt.
1201 Layer 0.34 Subsoil. Loose
yellowish and
greyish brown
sandy silt and
gravel.
1202 Layer Natural. soft light
reddish brown
sandy gravels.
Trench 13
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench revealed three ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1300 Layer 0.31 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
1301 Layer 0.14 Subsoil. Soft light
yellowish brown
sandy silt.
1302 Layer Natural. Loose light
yellowish brown
sandy gravel
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1303 Cut 0.88 0.22 Ditch
1304 Fill 1303 0.88 0.22 Primary Fill. Loose
Mid greyish brown
gravelly sand
1305 Cut 0.8 0.14 Ditch
1306 Fill 1305 0.8 0.14 Primary Fill. Loose
mid greyish brown
silty sand
1307 Cut 1 0.22 Ditch
1308 Fill 1 0.08 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
gravelly sand.
1309 Fill 1307 0.85 0.04 Primary Fill. Friable
mottled mid reddish
grey silty sand.
Trench 14
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil and | Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1400 Layer 0.29 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt
1401 Layer 21 0.28 Subsoil. Mid
yellowish brown
silty sand with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
1402 Layer 2 Natural. Soft mid
yellowish brown
sandy gravels
1403 Cut 0.85 0.3 Ditch
1404 Fill 1403 0.85 0.3 Primary Fill. Soft
mid greyish brown
silty sand
Trench 15
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed three ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1500 Layer 2 0.3 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
1501 Layer 2 0.2 Subsoil. Light
yellowish brown
sandy silt.
1502 Layer 2 Natural. Light
yellowish brown
sandy gravel.
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1503 Cut 0.8 0.18 Ditch
1504 Fill 1503 0.8 0.18 Primary Fill. dark
grey-brown sandy
silt
1505 Cut 0.54 0.17 Ditch
1506 Fill 1505 0.54 0.17 Primary Fill. dark
grey-brown silty
sand
1507 Cut 0.98 0.24 Ditch
1508 Fill 1507 0.98 0.24 Primary Fill. mid
grey-brown silty
sand
Trench 16
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1600 Layer 0.2 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt.
1601 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
1602 Layer Natural. Soft light
reddish brown
sandy gravels.
Trench 17
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench revealed one ditch and one posthole. Trench consists | Length (m) 30
of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Contains one ditch and one porthole. Avg. depth (m) 05
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
1700 Layer 0.31 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt.
1701 Layer 0.3 Subsoil. Loose light
greyish brown,
sandy silt.
1702 Void
1703 Layer Natural. Soft light
yellowish and
orangish brown
silty sand, with
dense patches of
gravel.
1704 Cut 1.38 0.48 Ditch
1705 Fill 1704 1.38 0.48 Primary Fill. Loose, | Pot LBA
mid orange-brown, (res?)
sandy silt.
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1706 Cut 0.42 0.5 Posthole
1707 Fill 1706 0.42 0.5 Primary Fill. Loose | Pot MBA-IA
dark greyish brown,
sandy silt.
Trench 18
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 19
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 20
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2000 Layer 0.25 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid-brownish grey,
sandy silt.
2001 Layer 0.25 Subsoil. Loose light
pale yellowish
brown, sandy silt.
2002 Layer Natural. Loose light
grey silty sand and
gravel.
Trench 21
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2100 Layer 0.2 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
2101 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Loose light
pale greyish brown,
sandy silt.
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2102 Layer Natural. Loose light
pale grey silty sand
and gravel.
Trench 22
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed one ditch and one posthole. Trench consists | Length (m) 30
of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2200 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt
2201 Layer 0.15 Subsoil. Mid
yellowish grey silty
sand with patches
of gravel.
2202 Layer Natural. Mid
yellowish brown
sandy gravel
2203 Cut 0.3 0.08 Posthole
2204 Fill 2203 0.3 0.08 Primary Fill. Mid
brownish grey silty
sand
2205 Cut 2205 Natural Feature.
Rooting, animal
burrow.
2206 Cut 1.18 0.24 Ditch
2207 Fill 2206 1.18 0.24 Primary Fill. Mid
reddish brown silty
sand
Trench 23
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2300 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid greyish brown
sandy silt.
2301 Layer 0.14 Subsoil. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt
2302 Layer 2 Natural. mid
reddish grey sandy
gravels.
2303 Cut 2303 Natural Feature.
Geological
disturbance
Trench 24
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General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench revealed one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil and | Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2400 Layer 0.25 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt.
2401 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Loose light
orange-brown,
sandy silt.
2402 Layer Natural. Loose light
orange-brown and
white sand and
gravel.
2403 Cut 0.94 0.14 Ditch
2404 Fill 2403 0.94 0.14 Primary Fill. Friable
mid greyish brown
silty sand
Trench 25
General description Orientation NE-
SW to
NW-
SE
Trench revealed two ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 40
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 292
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2500 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
2501 Layer 0.35 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
2502 Layer Natural. light grey-
brown sandy
gravels.
2503 Cut 1 0.26 Ditch
2504 Fill 2503 1 0.26 Primary Fill. Mid
greyish brown silty
sand
2505 Cut 0.96 0.3 Ditch
2506 Fill 2505 0.96 0.3 Primary Fill. Dark
greyish brown silty
sand
2507 Cut 1.22 0.44 Ditch. Modern. Not
fully excavated as
went over 1m
depth.
2508 Fill 2507 1.22 0.44 Primary Fill. Mid CBM C18-19
greyish brown silty
sand
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2509 Cut 2509 Natural Feature.
Animal burrow
Trench 26
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 292
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2600 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey,
sandy silt.
2601 Layer 0.13 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
2602 Layer Natural. Soft light
reddish brown
sandy gravels.
2603 Cut Natural Feature.
Natural sand and
rooting. Thought to
be possible ring
ditch however it
was not.
Trench 27
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench revealed one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil and | Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 292
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2700 Layer 0.25 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
2701 Layer 0.3 Subsoil. Loose light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt.
2702 Layer Natural. Loose light
grey-brown sandy
gravels.
2703 Cut 1.24 0.28 Ditch
2704 Fill 2703 1.24 0.28 Primary Fill. Mid
greyish brown silty
sand
Trench 28
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 292
Avg. depth (m) 0.43
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Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2800 Layer 2 0.28 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid greyish brown
sandy silt
2801 Layer 2 0.15 Subsoil. Firm mid
yellowish brown
with gravel
inclusions, silty
sand
2802 Layer 2 Natural. Firm light
yellowish brown
with patches of
white and gravel
inclusions, silty
sand
Trench 29
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 292
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
2900 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
2901 Layer Natural. Loose light
orange-brown and
white sand and
gravel.
Trench 30
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3000 Layer 2 0.25 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt
3001 Layer 2 0.2 Subsoil. Firm mid
yellowish brown
with gravel
inclusions, silty
sand
3002 Layer 2 Natural. Firm light
yellowish brown
with white patches
and gravel
inclusions, silty
sand
Trench 31

LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35
LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL

DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032

Rev: P01

70
Page 71 of 245



General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench revealed two ditches and one pit. Trench consists of Length (m) 59.4
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3100 Layer 2 0.19 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt
3101 Layer 2 0.21 Subsoil. Firm mid
yellowish brown
sandy clay
3102 Layer 2 Natural. Soft light
yellowish brown
sandy gravels.
3103 Cut 9.96 0.17 Pit
3104 Fill 3103 2.96 0.17 Primary Fill. Friable
light yellowish
brown silty sand.
3105 Cut 1.3 0.34 Ditch
3106 Fill 3105 1.3 0.16 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
gravelly sand,
loose.
3107 Fill 0.8 0.18 Primary Fill. Light
greyish yellow
sand, compact.
3108 Cut Natural Feature.
Rooting. Mottled
dark reddish grey
gravelly sand
3109 Cut 1.3 0.38 Ditch
3110 Fill 3109 1.1 0.2 Primary Fill. Mixed | Pot C13-15
compact brownish
yellow clayey sand
3111 Fill 3109 1.1 0.18 Secondary Fill. Soft
mid reddish brown
silty sand
Trench 32
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench revealed two ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 37
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3200 Layer 2 0.25 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt
3201 Layer 2 0.2 Subsoil. mid
yellowish brown
sandy clay
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3202 Layer Natural. light
yellowish brown
sandy gravels.
3203 Cut 1 0.28 Ditch
3204 Fill 3203 1 0.28 Primary Fill. soft
light greyish yellow
silty sand.
3205 Cut 1 0.19 Ditch
3206 Fill 3205 1 0.19 Primary Fill. Loose
light yellowish
brown sandy
gravel.
Trench 33
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench revealed one ditch. Trench consists of a ploughsaoil, Length (m) 45
and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3300 Layer 2 0.3 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt
3301 Layer 2 0.25 Subsoil. mid
yellowish brown
sandy clay
3302 Layer 2 Natural. light
yellowish brown
sandy gravels
3303 Cut 0.86 0.18 Ditch
3304 Fill 3303 0.86 0.08 Secondary Fill. Pot Roman
Moderately
compact mottled
mid brownish grey
silty sand.
3305 Fill 3303 0.55 0.03 Tertiary Fill.
Moderately friable
dark grey silty
sand.
3306 Fill 3303 0.68 0.07 Primary Fill.
Moderately friable
light yellow silty
sand
Trench 34
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed one pit and one ditch. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.25
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3400 Layer 2 0.22 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt
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3401 Layer 2 0.06 Subsoil. mid
yellowish brown
sandy clay
3402 Layer 2 Natural. light
yellowish brown
sandy gravels
3403 Cut 0.4 0.08 Pit. Possible pit
3404 Fill 3403 0.4 0.08 Primary Fill.
Mottled mid to light
grey, friable sand,
no finds.
3405 Cut 1.29 0.18 Ditch
3406 Fill 3405 1.29 0.18 Primary Fill. Soft
mid greyish brown
sandy silt.
Trench 35
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil and | Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying a sandy gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
3500 Layer 2 0.25 Ploughsoil. Loose
mid brownish grey
sandy silt.
3501 Layer 2 0.15 Subsoil. firm mid
yellowish brown
sandy clay.
3502 Layer 2 Natural. light
yellowish brown
sandy gravels.
3503 Cut 0.5 0.14 Ditch
3504 Fill 3503 0.5 0.14 Primary Fill. soft
mid orange-brown
silty sand.
Trench 36
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 37
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
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Trench 38
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 39
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 40
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains two pits. Trench consists of ploughsoil and Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4000 Layer 0.23 Ploughsoil. Mid
brownish grey
sandy clay.
4001 Layer Natural. Mid
reddish brown
sandy clay
4002 Cut 0.8 0.22 Pit
4003 Fill 0.8 0.22 Primary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
sandy clay with
frequent charcoal
inclusions on
surface.
4004 Cut 1.3 0.5 Pit
4005 Layer 0.32 Subsoil. Soft, Flint PH (res)
compact mid
greyish brown
sandy clay.
4006 Fill 4004 1.1 0.26 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish orange
sandy clay with
manganese
inclusions.
Trench 41
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
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Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 42
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench revealed three possible pits. It consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying clay and gravel geology Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4200 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
Sandy clay
4201 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown
Sandy clay
4202 Layer Natural. Light
orange-brown
Sandy clay
4203 Cut 0.32 0.06 Pit
4204 Fill 4203 0.32 0.06 Secondary Fill. Soft | Flint PH
Mid greyish brown
Sandy clay
4205 Cut 0.76 0.38 Pit
4206 Fill 4205 0.76 0.38 Secondary Fill. Soft | Pot MBA-IA
Mid greyish brown
Silty clay
4207 Cut 1 0.31 Ditch. Terminus
4208 Fill 4207 0.98 0.15 Secondary Fill. Pot, C13-15
Dark brownish grey | animal
sandy silt with bone
frequent grit and
gravels
4209 Fill 4207 0.22 0.02 Primary Fill. soft
Light yellowish
brown silty clay
4210 Fill 4207 0.68 0.18 Secondary Fill.
Light yellowish grey
soft sandy silt.
Trench 43
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench contains five postholes and a ditch. Trench consists of | Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay and gravel geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.46
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4300 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
Sandy clay
4301 Layer 0.11 Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown
Sandy clay
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4302 Layer Natural. Light
orange-brown
Sandy clay
4303 Cut 04 0.06 Posthole
4304 Fill 4303 0.35 0.06 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown Soft
Silty clay
4305 Cut 0.3 0.1 Posthole
4306 Fill 4305 0.3 0.1 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown Soft
Silty clay
4307 Cut 0.4 0.08 Posthole
4308 Fill 4307 0.4 0.08 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown Soft
Sandy clay
4309 Cut 0.4 0.06 Posthole
4310 Fill 4309 0.4 0.06 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown Very
soft Silty clay
4311 Cut 0.8 0.22 Ditch
4312 Fill 4311 0.8 0.22 Secondary Fill. Mid | Animal
greyish brown bone
Moderate soft Silty
clay
4313 Cut 0.25 0.1 Posthole
4314 Fill 4313 0.25 0.1 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown Soft
Sandy clay
Trench 44
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains a terminus and two natural features. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil overlying clay natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4400 Layer 0.32 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown silty
clay.
4401 Layer Subsoil. Mid
greyish brown silty
sand
4402 Layer Natural. Brownish
orange sandy clay
natural
4403 Cut 2.15 0.08 Natural Feature.
Kidney shaped pit.
Light brownish grey
clayey silt.
4404 Cut 1.36 0.15 Natural Feature.
Light greyish brown
clayey silt
4405 Cut 0.56 0.22 Ditch. Terminus of
NWI/SE ditch.

LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35
LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL

DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032

Rev: P01

76
Page 77 of 245



4406 Fill 4405 0.56 0.22 Primary Fill. Light Pot, MBA-IA
brownish grey mod | flint
compact clayey silt
Trench 45
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 46
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains two ditches, a pit and a natural feature. Length (m) 30
Trench consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay and Width (m) 21
I logy.
gravel geology Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
4600 Layer 0.28 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
Sandy clay
4601 Layer 0.17 Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown
Sandy clay
4602 Layer Natural. Light
orange-brown
Sandy clay
4603 Cut 0.51 0.13 Ditch. N/S
4604 Fill 4603 0.51 0.13 Primary Fill. Light
brownish grey
clayey silt
4605 Cut 0.53 0.18 Ditch. N/S
4606 Fill 4605 0.53 0.18 Primary Fill. Light Flint
brownish grey with
freq. Charcoal
inclusions. Clayey
silt
4607 Cut 0.47 0.08 Pit
4608 Fill 4607 0.46 0.08 Primary Fill. Dark
greyish brown
clayey silt
4609 Layer 0.6 Natural. Natural
linear. Light reddish
grey sandy silt
Trench 47
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains two parallel ditches and a pit. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay and gravel Width (m) 21
geology. Avg. depth (m) 05
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
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4700 Layer

0.3

Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
Sandy clay

4701 Layer

0.2

Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown
Sandy clay

4702 Layer

Natural. Light
orange-brown
Sandy clay

4703 Unexcavated

feature

1.05

Pit. Sub ovular. Mid
brownish grey
sandy silt. Cut by
4706

CBM

PMed

4704 Cut

1.1

0.23

Ditch. NW/SE

4705 Fill

4704

1.1

0.23

Primary Fill. Dark
brownish grey
clayey silt

4706 Cut

1.07

0.22

Ditch. E/W

4707 Fill

4706

1.07

0.22

Primary Fill. Mid
brownish grey
clayey silt

Trench 48

General description

Orientation

E-W

Trench contains three natural features and a pit. Trench

consists of ploughsoil overlying clay geology.

Length (m)

30

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.3

Context
No.

Type

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

4800 Layer

0.33

Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown silty
clay

4801 Layer

Natural. Mid
reddish brown
sandy clay

4802 Cut

Natural Feature.
Irregular cut with
roughly concave
sides and base,
both exhibit
irregularities.

4803 Cut

Natural Feature.
Roughly sub
circular cut with
roughly concave
sides and base,
both exhibiting
irregularities.

4804 Cut

0.52

0.26

Pit. Sub-circular cut
with moderately
sloping concave
sides and base.

4805 Fill

4804

0.52

0.26

Secondary Fill.
Moderately
compact mid
greyish brown silty
clay with
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occasional sub-
angular stones. No
finds.
4806 Cut Natural Feature.
Interface between
two naturals that
have dragging top
soil between them.
4807 Cut 0.4 0.23 Natural Feature.
Natural pit. Dark
greyish sandy silt
Trench 49
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 50
General description Orientation NNW-
SSE
Trench contains a large tree bole feature. It consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay and sand geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.66
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
5000 Layer 0.33 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
Sandy clay
5001 Layer 0.27 Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown Silty
clay
5002 Layer Natural. Light
orange-brown
Sandy clay Gravel
inclusions
5003 Cut Natural Feature.
Tree bole
Trench 51
General description Orientation
Trench contains two ditches and a pit. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay and gravel geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
5100 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
Sandy clay
5101 Layer 0.31 Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown Silty
clay
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5102 Layer Natural. Light
orange-brown
Sandy clay Gravel
inclusions
5103 Unexcavated 1.34 Ditch. Dark
feature brown/black clayey
silt. Same as 6203
5104 Cut 0.56 0.1 Ditch. N/S
5105 Fill 5104 0.56 0.1 Primary Fill. Mod
compact light grey
sandy silt 2235/6
5106 Cut 5106 2.98 Natural Feature.
Light yellowish grey
silty sand
Trench 52
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Plough soil and subsail Length (m) 30
overlaying natural. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
5200 Layer 2.1 0.3 Ploughsaoil
5201 Layer 2.1 0.15 Subsoil. Mid
orangish brown
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
5202 Layer 2.1 0.1 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
patches of gravel.
Trench 53
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains two natural features. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlaying gravel and clay geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
5300 Layer 21 0.28 Ploughsoil
5301 Layer 21 0.15 Subsoil. Mid
orangish brown
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
5302 Layer 2.1 0.02 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with

patches of mid
brownish yellow
silty sand and
gravel.
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5303 Cut 1.83 0.36 Natural Feature.
Sub-circular. Light
grey/dark brown
clayey sand
5304 Layer 1.3 Natural. Dark
reddish grey clayey
silt
Trench 54
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
5400 Void
5401 Void
Trench 55
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains a ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil and Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
5500 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey sandy silt
topsaoil
5501 Layer 0.22 Subsoil. Dark
reddish brown
clayey silt subsail
5502 Layer Natural. Orange-
brown gravelly
sandy clay natural
5503 Cut 0.41 0.1 Ditch. N/S
5504 Fill 5503 0.41 0.1 Primary Fill. Mod
compact light grey
sandy silt 2232/4
Trench 56
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains two ditches, a pit and a natural feature. Length (m) 30
Trench consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlaying clay and  ["wigth (m) 21
I logy.
gravel geology Avg. depth (m) 0.69
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
5600 Layer 2.1 0.3 Ploughsoil
5601 Layer 21 0.3 Subsoil. Mid
orangish brown
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
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5602 Layer 2.1 0.09 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
patches of gravel.

5603 Cut 0.96 0.3 Ditch. NE/SW

5604 Fill 5603 0.96 0.3 Primary Fill. Mod
compact light
brownish grey
clayey silt 2330/1

5605 Cut 0.35 0.06 Natural Feature.
Curvilinear. Light
reddish grey clayey
silt

5606 Cut 1.05 0.13 Natural Feature.
Ovular pit. Dark
reddish brown
sandy silt

5607 Unexcavated 0.89 Ditch. NW/SE. Dark
feature reddish brown
clayey silt

Trench 57

General description Orientation

NE-
SW

Trench contains two natural features. Trench consists of Length (m)

30

ploughsoil and subsoil overlaying sand and clay geology. Width (m)

2.1

Avg. depth (m)

0.6

Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds
No. (m) (m)

Date

5700 Layer 21 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid to
dark grey-brown
sandy silt.

5701 Layer 2.1 0.18 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones

5702 Layer 21 0.02 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
patches of mid
brownish yellow
silty sand and
gravel.

5703 Cut 1.02 0.26 Natural Feature.
Nat pit. Dark brown
clayey silt

5704 Layer 0.31 Natural. Sub
circular pit. Dark
reddish brown
clayey silt

Trench 58

General description Orientation

NW-
SE

Length (m)

30

Width (m)

2.1
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Trench contains a ditch and three natural features. Trench Avg. depth (m) 0.5
consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay and sand
geology.
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
5800 Layer 2.1 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid to
dark grey-brown
sandy silt.
5801 Layer 2.1 0.15 Subsoil. Mid
orangish brown
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
5802 Layer 2.1 0.15 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
5803 Cut 0.84 0.28 Ditch. NE/SW
5804 Fill 5803 0.84 0.28 Primary Fill. Dark
greyish brown mod
compact clayey silt
5805 Cut 5805 1.84 0.12 Natural Feature.
Natural pit. Light
brownish grey
clayey sand
5806 Cut 0.76 0.16 Natural Feature.
Light greyish brown
clayey silt
5807 Layer 1.61 Natural. Light
brownish grey
clayey silt
5808 Void
Trench 59
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 60
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench contained five possible features that were investigated | Length (m) 30
and deter_mined tc_) be of qatural origin. It consists of Width (m) 21
ploughsoil, subsoil overlying clay and gravel geology. Avg. depth (m) 05
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
6000 Layer 2.1 0.3 Ploughsail
6001 Layer 21 0.1 Subsoil. Mid
orangish brown
silty clay with
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occasional sub-
angular stones.
6002 Layer 2.1 0.1 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
patches of gravel.
6003 Cut 0.64 0.37 Natural Feature.
Sub oval pit. Dark
grey clayey silt
6004 Cut 0.99 0.23 Natural Feature.
Light brownish grey
sandy silt
6005 Cut 0.55 0.12 Natural Feature.
Dark greyish brown
sandy silt
6006 Cut 2.32 0.16 Natural Feature.
Crescent shaped
pit. Light brownish
grey clayey silt
6007 Cut 1.74 0.24 Natural Feature.
Kidney shaped
hollow. Dark
brownish grey
sandy silt
Trench 61
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains four pits and two linears. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay and gravel geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.65
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
6100 Layer 21 0.35 Ploughsoil
6101 Layer 2.1 0.2 Subsoil. Mid
orangish brown
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
6102 Layer 21 0.1 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
patches of gravel
6103 Cut 1.88 0.12 Ring Ditch. Aligns
with crop marks.
Only in section.
6104 Fill 6103 1.88 0.12 Primary Fill. Dark Pot, ENeo?
brown-grey clay flint
silt.
6105 Cut 0.71 0.44 Natural Feature.
Curvilinear. Natural
feature
6106 Fill 6105 0.71 0.44 Primary Fill. Light Pot MBA-IA
greyish brown
clayey silt
6107 Cut 0.81 0.21 Ditch. N/S.
Probable terminus
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6108 Fill 6107 0.81 0.21 Primary Fill. Light Flint PH
brownish grey
sandy silt
6109 Cut 0.89 0.19 Ditch. N/S.
Probable terminus
6110 Fill 6109 0.89 0.19 Primary Fill. Light
brownish grey
sandy silt
6111 Cut 1.86 0.17 Natural Feature.
Natural feature.
Light brownish grey
sandy silt
6112 Cut 0.32 0.04 Natural Feature.
Circular natural
feature. Dark
greyish brown
sandy silt
6113 Unexcavated 0.85 Pit. Dark orangish
feature brown clayey silt
6114 Unexcavated 2.32 Pit. Light brownish
feature grey sandy silt
6115 Layer 3.3 Natural. Light grey-
brown silty sand.
Trench 62
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench contains a ditch and a ring ditch. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlaying gravel and clay geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.48
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
6200 Layer 21 0.34 Ploughsoil. Mid to
dark grey-brown,
sandy silt
6201 Layer 21 0.12 Subsoil. Mottled
mid brownish
orange and mid
orangish brown
silty clays with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
6202 Layer 2.1 0.02 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones
6203 Cut 1.74 0.64 Ditch. N/S
6204 Fill 6203 0.27 Primary Fill.
Orangish brown
sandy silt
6205 Fill 6203 1.74 0.32 Secondary Fill. Flint, PH (res),
Dark brown-black glass C19-20
with deposition of
natural clayey silt
6206 Cut 0.42 0.08 Pit. Sub circular
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6207 Fill 6206 0.42 0.08 Primary Fill. Dark
brownish grey
clayey silt
6208 Cut 2.57 0.08 Ring Ditch. Aligns
with crop marks.
Only in section.
6209 Fill 6208 2.57 0.08 Primary Fill. Dark
greyish brown
clayey silt with
manganese
inclusions. 2248/53
Trench 63
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains a pit. Trench consists of ploughsoil and Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying sand and clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
6300 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
6301 Layer 0.1 Subsoil. Mid red-
brown clay silt.
6302 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown silt clay.
6303 Cut 0.53 0.19 Pit. Sub circular
6304 Fill 6303 0.53 0.19 Deliberate Backfill.
Light greyish brown
mod compact
clayey silt
Trench 64
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 65
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains a natural feature. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.25
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
6500 Layer 0.27 Ploughsoil. Firm
mid greyish brown
sandy clay.
6501 Layer Natural. Mid
reddish brown
sandy clay
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6502 Cut 2.67 0.07 Natural Feature.
Light brownish grey
silty sand
Trench 66
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains two ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying sand and clay geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
6600 Layer 21 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown silty
sand.
6601 Layer 2.1 0.15 Natural. Reddish
orange silty sand
with patches of
gravel.
6602 Cut 0.82 0.24 Ditch
6603 Fill 0.82 0.24 Primary Fill. Soft,
loose mid brownish
grey clayey sand.
6604 Cut 0.7 0.18 Ditch
6605 Fill 6604 0.7 0.18 Primary Fill. Soft,
loose mid greyish
brown clayey sand.
6606 Fill 6602 0.19 Secondary Fill. Mid
brown silt gravel.
Trench 67
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 68
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench contains one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 28
overlaying sand geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.54
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
6800 Layer 2.1 0.3 Ploughsail
6801 Layer 2.1 0.14 Natural. Mid
yellowish brown
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
6802 Cut 1.28 0.32 Ditch
6803 Fill 6802 1.28 0.32 Deliberate Backfill
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6804 Fill 6802 0.62 0.18 Deliberate Backfill Fe PMed/
Mod
Trench 69
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains a pit. Trench consists of ploughsoil and Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
6900 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark Flint PH (res)
greyish brown
slightly sandy silt
6901 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Brown
sandy clayey silt.
6902 Layer Natural. Strong
brown clayey sandy
silt. Brick earth.
6903 Cut 1.85 0.32 Pit
6904 Fill 6903 1.85 0.32 Primary Fill. Flint PH
Compact mid
greyish brown
clayey sand with
frequent charcoal
inclusions.
Trench 70
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench contains one pit and four natural features. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying sand geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7000 Layer 0.33 Ploughsoil. Mid-
greyish brown silt,
few pebbles
7001 Layer 0.12 Subsoil. Brown
slightly sandy silt.
Subsoil from
brickearth
7002 Layer 0.05 Natural. Yellow
slightly clayey
sand, with gravel
lenses
7003 Cut 0.53 0.12 Natural Feature.
Light greyish
orange. Sandy
clay. Compact.
Very occasional
sub angled stones.
7004 Cut 1 0.15 Natural Feature.
Light greyish
orange. Sandy
clay. Compact.
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Occasional small
rounded stones.

7005 Cut 1.08 0.3 Pit
7006 Fill 7005 1.08 0.3 Primary Fill
7007 Cut 1.12 0.19 Natural Feature.

Med orangish
brown. Clay sand.
Soft. Occasional
rooting action.

7008 Cut 0.45 0.18 Natural Feature.
Mid greyish brown.
Sandy, silty clay.
Compact.
Occasional sub
angled stones.

Trench 71
General description Orientation SE-
NW
Trench contains one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsaoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7100 Layer Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
sandy clay
7101 Layer Natural. Mid
reddish brown
sandy clay
7102 Fill 2.22 0.42 Secondary Fill. Pot, 1A?
Grey-brown sandy | flint
silt.
7103 Cut 2.22 0.42 Pit
Trench 72
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains one linear and two pits. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay and gravel geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7200 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown silt
7201 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Yellowish
brown slightly
sandy silt. Subsoil
from brickearth
7202 Layer Natural. Light
yellow slightly
clayey sand with
lenses of gravel.
Pleistocene river
terrace
7203 Cut 0.7 0.12 Pit
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7204 Fill 7203 0.7 0.12 Deliberate Backfill.
Dark grey-brown

silt clay.

7205 Cut 0.73 0.24 Ditch

7206 Fill 7205 0.73 0.24 Primary Fill. Soft Pot, ENeo or
mid orange-brown flint, MBA-IA
sandy silt with no animal
inclusions bone

7207 Cut 1.9 0.42 Pit. base not
reached due to 1m
LOE

7208 Fill 7207 0.38 0.3 Primary Fill. Loose

mid orange pink
sandy gravel

7209 Fill 7207 0.42 0.08 Secondary Fill.
Compact, light
greyish pink silty
clay with small
gravel inclusions
7210 Fill 7207 1.88 0.21 Secondary Fill.
Compact, mid grey-
pink sandy silt with
rare, rounded
pebbles.

7211 Fill 7207 1.32 0.22 Secondary Fill.
Moderately
compact light
yellow-pink silty

sand.
Trench 73
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains three ditches and two pits. Trench consists of | Length (m) 25
ploughsoil and subsoil overlaying clay and gravel geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.52
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7300 Layer 21 0.26 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown clay
silt.
7301 Layer 21 0.24 Subsoil. Mid
yellowish brown
silty clay with

occasional sub-
angular stones.
7302 Layer 2.1 0.02 Natural. Mid
orangish brown
silty clay mottled
with patches of light
brownish yellow
sand and gravel.

7303 Cut 0.76 0.35 Pit

7304 Fill 7303 0.76 0.35 Deliberate Backfill.
Dark grey-brown
clay silt.

7305 Cut 0.44 0.29 Ditch
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7306 Fill 7305 0.44 0.29 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown silt
clay.
7307 Cut 2.22 0.25 Ditch
7308 Fill 7307 2.22 0.25 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown silt
clay.
7309 Cut 0.25 0.23 Pit
7310 Fill 7309 0.25 0.23 Deliberate Backfill.
Mid brown-grey silt
clay.
7311 Cut 0.85 0.29 Ditch
7312 Fill 7311 0.85 0.29 Primary Fill. Dark Pot AD 1-
grey-brown silt 150
clay.
Trench 74
General description Orientation SE-
NW
Trench contains a single pit. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7400 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Greyish
brown slightly
sandy silt
7401 Layer 0.1 Subsoil. Brown
slightly sandy silt
7402 Layer Natural. Mid
orangish brown,
silty clay, firm
7403 Cut 1 0.16 Pit
7404 Fill 7403 1 0.16 Deliberate Backfill.
Dark grey-brown
silt clay.
Trench 75
General description Orientation SE-
NW
Trench contains two pits. Trench consists of ploughsoil and Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying sand and clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7500 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
brownish grey
slightly sandy silt.
7501 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Brown
slightly sandy silt.
Subsoil from
brickearth
7502 Layer Natural. Strong
brown clayey silty
sand with lenses of
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gravel. Interface of
brick earth to
gravelly sand

7503 Cut 1.1 0.21 Pit
7504 Fill 7503 1.1 0.21 Primary Fill. Soft
mid greyish brown
clayey sand.
7505 Cut 1.48 0.32 Pit. Edge of pit
disappears into NW
bulk.
7506 Fill 7505 1.48 0.32 Primary Fill. Flint PH
Compact light
reddish brown
sandy clay
Trench 76
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench contains a posthole, a pit, two ditches and a natural Length (m) 30
feature. Trench consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying Width (m) 2
sand and clay geology. Avg. depth (m) 06
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7600 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown sandy
silt
7601 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Mid
reddish brown, clay
sandy silt
7602 Layer Natural. Mixed silty
clay and gravels.
7603 Cut 2.24 Pit. Not bottomed
7604 Fill 7603 0.94 0.3 Deliberate Backfill. | Pot, AD 400 —
Friable dark grey flint 750, AD
silty sand 170-230
(res)
7605 Fill 7603 14 0.28 Primary Fill. Pot, Roman,
Moderately friable flint PH (res)
light greyish yellow
silty sand
7606 Fill 7615 1.9 0.24 Primary Fill. Friable | Pot, Roman
mid greyish yellow | CBM
silty sand
7607 Cut Natural Feature.
Mid brownish red
silty clay, compact
7608 Cut 0.44 0.12 Ditch. Gully
7609 Fill 7608 0.44 0.12 Primary Fill. Friable
mid greyish brown
silty sand
7610 Cut 0.34 0.14 Ditch. Gully
7611 Fill 0.34 0.14 Primary Fill. Friable
mid greyish brown
silty sand
7612 Cut 0.26 0.1 Posthole. Possible

posthole
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7613 Fill 7612 0.26 0.1 Primary Fill. Friable
mid greyish brown
silty sand
7614 Cut 0.94 0.3 Pit. Double number
of 7603. It is the
same feature.
7615 Cut 1.3 0.24 Pit
Trench 77
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench consists of ploughsoil with subsoil overlying sand clay | Length (m) 30
geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7700 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
7701 Layer 0.15 Subsoil. Mid brown
silt sand.
7702 Layer Natural. Light red-
brown silt clay.
7703 Cut 1.19 0.07 Natural Feature.
Natural pit. Sub
ovular. Dark
reddish brown
clayey silt
7704 Layer 3.08 Natural. Sub Pot MBA-IA
circular pit. Light
reddish brown
clayey silt.
Trench 78
General description Orientation N-S
Trench consists of two ditches and a pit. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil overlying clay and gravel geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7800 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown clay
silt.
7801 Layer 0.1 Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty clay with
occasional patches
of gravel.
7802 Cut 1.9 0.45 Ditch
7803 Fill 1.4 0.45 Primary Fill. Mid Pot Roman
grey-brown clay
silt.
7804 Cut 0.8 0.35 Pit
7805 Fill 7804 0.8 0.35 Primary Fill. Firm,
dark greyish brown
silty clay
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7806 Cut 0.3 0.12 Ditch
7807 Fill 7806 0.3 0.12 Primary Fill. Soft,
mid greyish brown
silty clay
7808 Fill 7802 0.7 0.3 Primary Fill. Firm,
light yellowish grey
silty clay
7809 Fill 7802 0.55 0.45 Primary Fill. Firm,
mid orange-brown
silty clay
7810 Fill 7804 0.45 0.3 Primary Fill. Firm,
mid orange-brown
silty clay
7811 Cut 1.8 0.45 Natural Feature.
Possible Natural
Hollow running E-
W through trench -
fill consists of a
soft, light greyish
brown silty clay
with gravel
inclusion.
Trench 79
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying natural. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
7900 Layer 21 0.34 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown sandy
silt.
7901 Layer 21 0.14 Natural. Mixed
gravels
Trench 80
General description Orientation SE-
NW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8000 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
8001 Layer 0.1 Subsoil. Mid red-
brown clay silt.
8002 Layer Natural. Light
brown-red silt clay.
Trench 81
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Probable tree throw at centre. Plough soil overlaying natural. Length (m) 30
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Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth (m) 0.48
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8100 Layer 21 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown sandy
silt
8101 Layer 2.1 0.18 Natural. Mid
orangish brown
silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
Trench 82
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains a single posthole. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil over clay sand geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8200 Layer 0.45 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt
8201 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clayey sand
8202 Cut 0.58 0.38 Posthole
8203 Fill 8206 0.22 0.14 Deliberate Backfill.
Mid greenish grey
silty clay
8204 Fill 8202 0.32 0.38 Primary Fill. Dark
brownish grey
sandy clay
8205 Fill 8202 0.2 0.33 Secondary Fill. Mid
brownish grey
sandy clay
8206 Cut 0.22 0.14 Posthole
Trench 83
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains two ditches and a pit. Trench consists of Length (m) 25
ploughsoil over clay and sand geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.47
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8300 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt
8301 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand
8302 Cut 2.1 0.3 Ditch
8303 Fill 8302 1.9 0.18 Primary Fill.
Moderately
compact mid
orange grey silty
clay
8304 Fill 8302 1.5 0.2 Secondary Fill. Pot Roman
Moderately
LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35
LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL
DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 95
Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032 Page 96 of 245

Rev: P01



compact mid
greyish brown silty
clay

8305 Cut

0.7

0.2

Ditch

8306 Fill 8305

0.7

0.2

Primary Fill.
Moderately
compact mid
orange grey silty
clay

Pot

ub

8307 Cut

3.4

0.42

Pit. Possible pit

8308 Fill 8307

3.4

0.42

Primary Fill.
Moderately
compact mid
greyish brown silty
clay

Trench 84

General description

Orientation

Trench contains a ditch and a natural feature. Trench consists

of ploughsoil overlying clay geology.

Length (m)

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

Context Fill Of

No.

Type

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

8400 Layer

0.35

Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.

8401 Layer

Natural. Mid
yellowish brown
sand silt.

8402 Cut

1.92

0.52

Natural Feature.
Sub-circular cut
with moderately
sloping concave
sides and base.
Both sides and
base have
irregularities.

8403 Fill 8402

1.92

0.52

Primary Fill.
Moderately
compact mid
greyish brown silty
clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
Bioturbation
throughout.

8404 Cut

0.07

Ditch

8405 Fill 8404

0.07

Primary Fill. Dark
orangish grey, silty
clay, occasional
small subangular
stones

8406 Cut

2.38

0.7

Ditch. Linear ditch
running NW-SE
with moderately
sloping convex
sides and a
concave base.
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8407 Fill 8406 2.38 0.6 Deliberate Backfill.

Moderately

compact mid

greyish brown silty

clay with

occasional sub-

angular stones,

charcoal and CBM

flecks.
8408 Fill 8406 1.08 0.08 Deliberate Backfill.

Moderately

compact mottled

mid greyish brown

silty clay with mid

brownish orange

silty sand with

occasional sub-

angular stones,

charcoal and CBM

flecks.
Trench 85
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains a ditch and a pit. Trench consists of Length (m) 25
ploughsoil over clay sand natural. Width (m) 2

Avg. depth (m) 0.49

Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8500 Layer 0.45 Ploughsoil. Mid

brown clay silt
8501 Layer Natural. Mid red-

brown clay sand
8502 Cut 0.57 0.16 Ditch
8503 Fill 8502 0.57 0.16 Primary Fill. Dark

grey-brown silt

clay.
8504 Cut 0.79 0.16 Pit
8505 Fill 8504 0.79 0.16 Primary Fill. Mid

grey-brown silt

clay.
Trench 86
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains a ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil over Length (m) 30
clay sand natural. Width (m) 2

Avg. depth (m) 0.48

Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8600 Layer 0.48 Ploughsoil. Mid

brown clay silt.
8601 Layer Natural. Mid red-

brown clay sand
8602 Cut 0.53 0.15 Ditch
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8603 Fill 8602 0.53 0.15 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown silt
clay.
Trench 87
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains two natural features. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil over clay sand geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.49
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8700 Layer 0.5 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt
8701 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand
8702 Cut Natural Feature.
Mid orange-brown
silty clay.
8703 Cut Natural Feature. Flint PH
Tree-throw hole. 2
pieces of flint within
fill. Mid reddish
grey silty clay.
Trench 88
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains a pit. Trench consists of ploughsoil over clay | Length (m) 30
sand natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.49
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8800 Layer 0.44 Ploughsoil. Mid Flint PH (res)
brown clay silt
8801 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand
8802 Cut 1.14 0.45 Pit
8803 Fill 8802 0.26 Secondary Fill. Mid | Pot, ENeo
grey-brown clay flint
silt.
8804 Fill 8802 0.43 Secondary Fill. Mid | Pot, ENeo
brown-grey clay flint
silt.
Trench 89
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench contains one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.53
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
8900 Layer 21 0.3 Ploughsoail
8901 Layer 2.1 0.12 Natural. Mid
orangish brown
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silty clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
8902 Cut Ditch
8903 Fill 8902 Primary Fill. Mid Pot, AD 1000
brownish grey CBM, —1225,
sandy clay stone Roman
(res)
Trench 90
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsaoil Length (m) 30
overlaying clay geology. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.47
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9000 Layer 21 0.3 Topsoil. Plough soil
9001 Layer 2.1 0.2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown silty
clay with
occasional sub-
angular stones.
9002 Cut 1.44 0.13 Ditch
9003 Fill 9002 1.44 0.13 Primary Fill. Dark
grey-brown silty
clay
Trench 91
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
over clay sand natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9100 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt
9101 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand
Trench 92
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains a ditch and a tree throw. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil over clay sand geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9200 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt
9201 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand
9202 Cut 0.73 0.22 Ditch
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9203 Fill 9202 0.73 0.22 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown clay
silt.
9204 Layer 0.25 0.1 Other Layer. Dark
grey-brown silt.
9205 Unexcavated 3.5 Tree Throw. Light
feature grey-brown clay
silt.
Trench 93
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains two pits and a ditch. Trench consists of Length (m) 30
ploughsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9300 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
9301 Layer Natural. Mid
yellowish brown
sand clay.
9302 Cut 0.65 0.36 Pit
9303 Fill 9302 0.65 0.36 Secondary Fill. Mid | Pot, MBA-IA
red-brown silt sand. | flint
9304 Cut 1 0.46 Pit
9305 Fill 9304 1 0.46 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown Silty
clay Firm
9306 Fill 9304 Secondary Fill. Not
shown on section.
Mid yellowish
brown Very
compact Sandy
clay
9307 Cut 1.85 0.6 Ditch
9308 Fill 9307 1.85 0.6 Secondary Fill. Mid | Pot Roman
greyish brown Silty
clay Very compact
Trench 94
General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9400 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
9401 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand.
Trench 95
General description Orientation E-W
Length (m) 30
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Trench contains a ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
overlying clay geology. Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9500 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
9501 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown silt clay.
9502 Cut 1.75 0.32 Ditch
9503 Fill 9502 1.75 0.32 Primary Fill. Dark
grey-brown silt
clay.
Trench 96
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains two natural features, a tree throw, a pit and a | Length (m) 30
ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying clay [\igtn (m) 2
logy.
and sand geology Avg. depth (m) 07
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9600 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid Flint PH (res)
brown clay silt.
9601 Layer 0.35 Subsoil. Light
brown clay sand.
9602 Layer Natural. Light
yellowish brown
clay sand gravel.
9603 Cut 0.68 0.18 Pit
9604 Fill 9603 0.68 0.18 Tertiary Fill. Mid
brown yellow silty
sand.
9605 Cut 0.86 0.24 Natural Feature
9606 Layer Natural
9607 Cut 1.1 0.64 Ditch
9608 Fill 9607 1.1 0.64 Secondary Fill. Pot, LBA/IA?
Backfill containing flint
small amounts of
burning remains,
pot and flint
9609 Cut 1.5 0.41 Tree Throw. Tree
throw containing
small amount of pot
9610 Fill 9609 0.62 0.23 Secondary Fill. Pot ENeo or
Initial silting. MBA-IA
Compact white
brown sandy silt
9611 Fill 9609 1.5 0.39 Tertiary Fill. Final
silting phase. Mid
brown clayey silt.
9612 Cut 9612 Natural Feature
Trench 97
General description Orientation N-S
Length (m) 30
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Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Width (m) 2
overlying clay geology. Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9700 Layer 0.45 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
9701 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown silt clay.
Trench 98
General description Orientation SE-
NW
Trench contains one ditch terminus and two pits. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9800 Layer 0.45 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
9801 Layer Natural. Light
yellowish brown
sand clay.
9802 Cut 0.88 0.24 Ditch
9803 Fill 9802 0.88 0.24 Primary Fill. Mid Flint PH
orange-brown sand
clay.
9804 Cut 1 0.42 Pit
9805 Fill 9804 1 0.42 Primary Fill. Soft, Pot, MBA-IA
mid greyish brown, | flint
sandy clay.
9806 Cut 1.02 0.3 Pit
9807 Fill 9806 1.02 0.3 Primary Fill. Soft,
mid greyish brown,
sandy clay.
Trench 99
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains a posthole and a natural feature. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil over clay sand natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
9900 Layer 0.45 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt
9901 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand
9902 Cut 0.19 0.1 Posthole
9903 Fill 9902 0.19 0.1 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown sand
clay.
9904 Cut 0.5 0.12 Natural Feature.
Tree throw. Mid
greyish brown fill.
No finds.
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Trench 100
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains one ditch and one natural feature. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10000 Layer 04 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
10001 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown silt clay.
10002 Cut 0.98 Natural Feature
10003 Cut 0.77 0.3 Ditch. Possibly
prehistoric ditch
running SE-NW
10004 Fill 10003 | 0.77 0.3 Secondary Fill. Mid | Pot, MBA-IA
blackish brown flint
sandy silt
Trench 101
General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10100 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
10101 Layer Natural. Mid
yellowish brown
sand silt.
Trench 102
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains one pit. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10200 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
10201 Layer Natural. Mid
yellowish brown silt
clay.
10202 Cut 0.72 Natural Feature
10203 Cut 0.9 0.18 Pit. Fire pit
10204 Fill 10203 0.1 Primary Fill.
Moderately
compact mid
yellowish grey silty
clay
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10205 Fill 10203 0.14 Secondary Fill. Pot IA?
Scorched.
Moderately
compact mixed
orange red silty
clay.
Trench 103
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains a ditch, a pit and a natural feature. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10300 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
10301 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown silt sand
clay.
10302 Cut 1.3 0.22 Pit
10303 Fill 10302 | 1.3 0.22 Primary Fill. Dark
grey-brown silt
clay.
10304 Cut Natural Feature.
Tree-throw
hole/rooting
10305 Cut 1.5 0.16 Ditch
10306 Fill 10305 | 1.5 0.16 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown silt
sand.
10307 Cut 1.9 0.3 Ditch
10308 Fill 10307 | 1.4 0.1 Primary Fill.
Compact mottled
grey silty clay.
10309 Fill 10307 | 1.9 0.26 Secondary Fill.
Moderately
compact mid
orange-grey silty
clay
Trench 104
General description Orientation SE-
NW
Trench contains two pits, a terminus and a ditch. Trench Length (m) 30
consists of ploughsoil overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10400 Layer 0.25 Ploughsoil. Mid Flint PH (res)
brown clay silt.
10401 Layer 0.15 Subsoil. Mid red-
brown silt clay.
10402 Layer Natural. Mid brown- | Pot AD 1270
yellow sand clay. —1350
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10403 Cut 1.76 0.2 Natural Feature. Pot, Roman
Mid reddish grey animal
sandy clay bone
10404 Cut 1.89 0.32 Pit
10405 Fill 10404 | 1.89 0.32 Primary Fill. Mid Pot, AD 1270
brownish grey flint, —-1350
sandy clay animal
bone
10406 Cut 0.82 0.24 Ditch Pot Roman
10407 Fill 10406 | 0.82 0.24 Primary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
sandy clay
Trench 105
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains a ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10500 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
10501 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown silt clay.
10502 Cut 1.48 0.62 Ditch
10503 Fill 10502 | 1.2 0.12 Deliberate Backfill.
Dark brownish
orange silty sandy
gravel
10504 Fill 10502 | 2.07 0.48 Deliberate Backfill.
Mid greyish brown
clay silt
10505 Fill 10502 | 0.98 0.22 Deliberate Backfill. | CBM, C18-19
Dark greyish black | Fe
clay silt
Trench 106
General description Orientation SE-
NW
Trench contains two ditches. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10600 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
10601 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown silt clay.
10602 Cut 0.6 0.1 Ditch
10603 Fill 10602 | 0.6 0.1 Primary Fill. Dark
grey-brown silty
clay
10604 Cut 0.73 0.27 Ditch
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10605 Fill 10604 | 0.73 0.27 Primary Fill. Mid Pot, MBA-IA
grey-brown silty flint
clay
Trench 107
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10700 Layer 0.25 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
10701 Layer Natural. Mid
yellowish brown
sand clay.
Trench 108
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains a single ditch. Trench consists of ploughsaoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10800 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
10801 Layer Natural. Mid brown
yellow sand clay.
10802 Cut 0.53 0.12 Ditch
10803 Fill 10802 0.12 Secondary Fill. Mid
grey-brown clay
silt.
Trench 109
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
over clay sand natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.41
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
10900 Layer 0.39 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt
10901 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand
Trench 110
General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
over clay sand natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.47
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Context
No.

Type

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

11000 Layer

0.49

Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt

11001 Layer

Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand

Trench 111

General description

Orientation

NE-
SW

Trench contains a posthole, two ditches and terminus. Trench

consists of ploughsoil over clay sand geology.

Length (m)

30

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.53

Context
No.

Type

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

11100 Layer

0.6

Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt

11101 | Layer

Natural. Mid red-
brown clay sand

11102 Cut

0.46

0.16

Posthole. Sub-
circular moderately
sloping concave
sided and flat
based posthole.

11103 Fill

11102

0.46

0.16

Deliberate Backfill.
Mid greyish brown
moderately
compact silty clay
with occasional
chalk flecks. No
finds.

11104 Cut

0.92

0.38

Ditch. Linear ditch
running NW-SE
with moderately
sloping concave
sides with a
concave base.
Upper fill (11105)
contained a clay

pipe.

11105 Fill

11104

0.56

0.08

Deliberate Backfill.
Moderately
compact mid
greyish brown silty
clay with
occasional chalk
flecks. Contained a

clay pipe.

11106 Cut

1.34

0.2

Ditch. Linear ditch
with moderately
sloping concave
sides and a
concave base
running NW-SE.

11107 Fill

11104

0.64

0.32

Deliberate Backfill.
Very compact light
brownish grey
clayey sand with
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occasional chalk
flecks. No finds.

11108 Fill 11104 | 0.36 0.1 Deliberate Backfill.
Moderately
compact mid
greyish brown silty
clay with
occasional chalk
flecks.

11109 Fill 11106 | 0.36 0.1 Deliberate Backfill.
Moderately
compact mottled
mid greyish brown
and mid orangish
brown silty clay
with occasional
chalk flecks.

11110 Cut 0.36 0.04 Ditch. Linear ditch
running NE-SW
with moderately
sloping concave
sides and a flat

base.
11111 Fill 11110 | 0.36 0.04 Deliberate Backfill.
Moderately
compact mid
greyish brown silty
clay with no
inclusions.
Trench 112
General description Orientation N-S
Trench consists of topsoil covering an brownish orange Length (m) 30
natural Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
11200 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
11201 Layer Natural. Mid
yellowish brown silt
clay.
11202 Cut 0.93 0.14 Ditch. NW/SE
11203 Fill 11202 | 0.97 0.14 Primary Fill. Dark Pot Roman
greyish brown mod
compact clayey silt
11204 Cut 1.17 0.16 Ditch. NW/SE
11205 Fill 11204 | 1.17 0.16 Primary Fill. Dark
greyish brown
clayey silt
11206 Cut 1.1 0.26 Ditch. E/W
11207 Fill 1.1 0.26 Primary Fill. Light Pot, Roman
brownish grey mod | animal
compact clayey silt | bone
Trench 113
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General description Orientation SE-
NW
Trench contains two pits. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
11300 Layer 0.45 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
11301 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown sand clay.
11302 Cut 0.97 0.3 Pit
11303 Fill 11302 | 0.97 0.33 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown silty
clay
11304 Fill 11302 | 0.97 0.14 Secondary Fill.
Dark grey-brown
silty clay
11305 Cut 0.61 0.13 Pit
11306 Fill 11305 | 0.61 0.13 Secondary Fill. Mid
grey-brown silty
clay
Trench 114
General description Orientation N-S
Trench contains a ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying clay geology. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
11400 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
brown clay silt.
11401 Layer Natural. Light
yellowish brown silt
clay.
11402 Cut 0.7 0.17 Ditch
11403 Fill 11402 | 0.7 0.17 Primary Fill. Mid Animal
grey-brown silt bone
clay.
11404 Cut 1.7 0.3 Ditch
11405 Fill 11404 | 1.7 0.3 Primary Fill.
Moderate mid grey-
brown silty clay
Trench 115
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 116
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General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 117
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 118
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 119
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 29
overlying natural clayey sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
11900 Layer 2 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown,
sandy silt, loose,
rare rounded
stones
11901 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand,
frequent patches of
gravel
Trench 120
General description Orientation N-S
Contains one linear. Consists of plough soil overlying natural Length (m) 30
clayey sand. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12000 Layer 2 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown,
sandy silt, loose,
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occasional rounded
stones
12001 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand
12002 Cut 1.24 0.52 Ditch. Cut for a E-
W running possible
boundary ditch.
12003 Fill 12002 | 0.28 0.06 Primary Fill. Light
greyish yellow silty
sand with frequent
angular flint gravel
12004 Fill 12002 | 0.32 0.1 Secondary Fill.
Light pinkish yellow
silty sand
12005 Fill 12002 | 0.43 0.06 Secondary Fill.
Light yellowish grey
silty sand with no
inclusions
12006 Fill 12002 | 1.05 0.26 Secondary Fill. Mid
yellowish grey silty
sand with no
inclusions
12007 Fill 12002 | 1.24 0.14 Secondary Fill. Mid
pinkish grey silty
sand with very rare
angular pebbles
Trench 121
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contained one pit. Consists of ploughsoil overlying Length (m) 30
natural geology of clayey sand. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12100 Layer 2 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown,
sandy silt,
occasional rounded
stones
12101 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand,
occasional rounded
stones
12102 Cut 0.32 0.05 Pit. Circular pit
12103 Fill 12102 | 0.32 0.05 Secondary Fill.
Brown orangish,
clayey silt, soft
Trench 122
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains one ditch. Consists of plough soil overlaying | Length (m) 30
natural geology of silty clay Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
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Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12200 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown, silty
clay, firm
12201 Layer Natural. Mid red-
brown, silty clay,
compact
12202 Cut 1.36 0.36 Ditch
12203 Fill 12202 | 1.1 0.22 Deliberate Backfill. | CBM, PMed,
Mid yellowish glass, C18-19
brown, clay, animal
compact bone
12204 Fill 12202 | 1.36 0.14 Secondary Fill.
Dark brown-grey,
silty clay, friable
Trench 123
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 39
overlying natural clayey sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12300 Layer 2 04 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown,
sandy silt, loose,
occasional rounded
stones
12301 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand, rare
sub angular and
rounded stones
Trench 124
General description Orientation NNW-
SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying subsoil and natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12400 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt with rare
pebble inclusions.
12401 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Light
orange-brown
sandy silt with no
inclusions.
12402 Layer Natural. Mixed light
orange yellow silty
sand with frequent
gravels and light
orange-brown silty
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sand with no
inclusions.
Trench 125
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology, consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying subsoil and sandy natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12500 Layer 0.26 Ploughsoil. Dark
orange-brown
sandy silt with
occasional flint
inclusions
12501 Layer 0.19 Subsoil. Light
orange-brown
sandy silt with no
inclusions
12502 Layer Natural. Mixed light
yellow-orange and
light orange-brown
silty sand with rare
chalk and flint
inclusions
Trench 126
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. One natural feature. Consists Length (m) 30
of ploughsoil overlying subsoil and natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12600 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
orange-brown
sandy silt with no
inclusions.
12601 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown
sandy silt with no
inclusions.
12602 Layer Natural. Mixed light
orange-brown
sandy silt and light
orange yellow
sand.
12603 Cut 0.64 0.23 Natural Feature.
Dark brown
orangish, sandy
clay, firm. Possible
roots.
Trench 127
General description Orientation N-S
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Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil and Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying silty clay natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.5
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12700 Layer 0.29 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional rounded
pebble inclusions.
12701 Layer 0.21 Subsoil. Light
orange-brown
sandy silt with
frequent gravel
inclusions.
12702 Layer Natural. Mottled
light creamy yellow
and mid yellowish
brown silty sand
with rare angular
flint inclusions
Trench 128
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil and Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying silty clay natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12800 Layer 0.26 Ploughsoil. Dark
orange-brown
sandy silt with no
inclusions
12801 Layer 0.29 Subsoil. Light
yellowish brown
sandy silt with no
inclusions
12802 Layer Natural. Mottled
light creamy yellow
and mid yellowish
brown silty sand
with rare angular
flint inclusions
Trench 129
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying natural geology of clayey sand. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
12900 Layer 0.33 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown
sandy silt with

LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35
LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL

DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032
Rev: P01

114

Page 115 of 245



occasional rounded
pebbles.
12901 Layer Natural. Mid
reddish orange
clayey sand with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
12902 Layer 0.6 0.2 Remnant Topsoil.
Missed topsoil from
machining and
bioturbation
Trench 130
General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying subsoil and natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.55
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
13000 Layer 0.22 Ploughsoil. Mid
orange-grey sandy
silt with no
inclusions.
13001 Layer 0.3 Subsoil. Light
orange-brown
sandy silt with no
inclusions
13002 Layer Natural. Mid
orange-brown
sandy silt with
patches of light
creamy yellow
sand.
Trench 131
General description Orientation NNW-
SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying natural geology of clayey sand. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.32
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
13100 Layer 0.32 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
13101 Layer Natural. Mid
reddish orange
clayey sand with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
Trench 132
General description Orientation NW-
SE
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Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying natural geology of clayey sand. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.34
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
13200 Layer 0.34 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
13201 Layer Natural. Mid
reddish orange
clayey sand with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
Trench 133
General description Orientation NNE-
SSW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying natural geology of clayey sand. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.32
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
13300 Layer 0.32 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
13301 Layer Natural. Mid
brownish orange
clayey sand with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
Trench 134
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench revealed two ditches, one of which truncates another. | Length (m) 30
Consists of ploughsoil overlaying natural geology of clayey Width (m) 2
sand with gravel. Avg. depth (m) 041
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
13400 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
13401 Layer Natural. Mid
brownish orange
clayey sand with
occasional patches
of gravel.
13402 Cut 1.62 0.39 Ditch
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13403 Fill

13402

1.62

0.39

Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt with
moderate small and
fine rounded
pebbles and
occasional charcoal
flecks.

Fe

PMed/
Mod

13404 Fill

13402

0.4

0.32

Secondary Fill.
Light yellowish grey
clayey sand with
frequent fine
rounded pebbles
and occasional
shells.

Glass

C19

13405 Cut

0.5

0.23

Ditch

13406 Fill

13405

0.5

0.23

Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional small
and fine pebbles.

13407 Fill

13402

0.05

Primary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional fine
rounded pebbles.

Trench 135

General description

Orientation

NNW-
SSE

Trench revealed one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying

natural geology of clayey sand.

Length (m)

30

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.4

Context
No.

Type

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

13500 Layer

0.4

Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional rounded
pebbles.

13501 Layer

Natural. Mid
brownish orange
clayey sand with
occasional rounded
pebbles

13502 Cut

1.4

0.7

Ditch

13503 Fill

13502

0.7

0.24

Secondary Fill. Mid
brownish grey
sandy silt with
moderate chalk
flecks.

13504 Fill

13502

1.4

0.7

Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt with
moderate fine and
small rounded
pebbles, occasional
shells.
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13505 Fill

13502

0.5

0.12

Primary Fill. Mid
brownish grey
sandy silt with
occasional charcoal
flecks.

13506 Fill

13502

0.7

0.24

Secondary Fill.
Light yellowish grey
clayey sand with
frequent fine
rounded pebbles
and occasional
shells.

Trench 136

General description

Orientation

NW-
SE

Trench contained three cremation deposits and two NW-SE
running linears. Consists of ploughsoil and subsoil overlying

sandy gravel natural.

Length (m)

30

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.44

Context
No.

Type

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

13600 Layer

0.33

Ploughsoil. Mid
orange-brown
sandy silt with
occasional rounded
pebbles

13601 Layer

0.12

Subsoil. Light
greyish orange
sandy silt with
occasional gravels

13602 Layer

Natural. Light
yellow-orange
sandy gravel

13603 Cut

0.68

0.16

Ditch. Gully

13604 Fill

13603

0.68

0.16

Secondary Fill.
Light greyish
brown, moderately
compact, sandy silt
with frequent gravel

13605 Cut

1.3

0.36

Ditch

13606 Fill

13605

1.3

0.36

Secondary Fill.
Light greyish
brown, sandy silt
with gavel

13607 Cut

1.5

0.18

Natural Feature

13608 Cut

1.1

0.42

Tree Throw

13609 Cut

0.65

0.2

Cremation Cut

13610 Cut

1.1

0.2

Cremation Cut

13611 Fill

13610

1.1

0.2

Cremation Deposit.
Dark brown, loose,
clayey sand with
charcoal and
occasional fired
flint, cremated
bones, sub-angular

Flint
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and rounded
stones
13612 Fill 13609 | 0.65 0.2 Cremation Deposit | Flint
13613 Cut 0.34 0.09 Cremation Cut. Not
observed to be a
separate cut until
first spit removed
from (13612)
13614 Fill 13613 | 0.34 0.09 Cremation Deposit. | Flint
Dark greyish black
sandy silt with
frequent burnt bone
inclusions.
13615 Fill 13609 | 0.33 0.03 Primary Fill. Light
brownish grey
sandy silt with no
inclusions.
Trench 137
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains one linear. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying | Length (m) 30
natural geology of sandy gravel. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.33
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
13700 Layer Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
13701 Layer Natural. Mid
orangish brown
sandy gravel.
13702 Cut 1.6 0.36 Natural Feature
13703 Cut 0.78 0.2 Ditch. Gully
13704 Fill 0.78 0.2 Secondary Fill.
Light greyish
brown, clayey
sand, loose,
occasional rounded
pebbles
Trench 138
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 139
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Length (m) 30
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Trench contains one linear. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying

natural geology of clayey sand with gravel.

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.41

Fill Of | Width
(m)

Context
No.

Type Depth

(m)

Description

Finds

Date

13900 Layer 0.33

Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown silty
sand with
occasional rounded
pebbles.

13901 Layer

Natural. Mid
reddish orange
clayey sand
merging with
gravel.

13902 Cut 2 0.66

Ditch

13903 Fill 13902 |1 0.2

Primary Fill. Light
greyish white with
orange lenses. Silty
sand, firm. Finds of
pot and coin (sf 1)

Pot,
Coin

AD 1-
150
(res), AD
260-296

13904 Fill 13902 | 2 0.46

Secondary Fill. Mid
grey-brown with
areas of charcoal.
Silty clay, Some
small stone and
flint inclusions.
Finds of pot

Pot

AD 43—
70

Trench 140

General description

Orientation

E-wW

Contains two ditches. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying
natural geology of clayey sand and gravel.

Length (m)

30

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.5

Fill Of | Width

(m)

Context
No.

Depth
(m)

Type

Description

Finds

Date

14000 Layer 0.4

Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown silty
sand with
occasional rounded
pebbles.

14001 Layer

Natural. Mid
brownish orange
clayey sand
merging with
gravel.

14002 Cut 3.2 0.6

Ditch. Enclosure
ditch

14003 Fill 14002 | 0.5 0.1

Secondary Fill.
Very compact
greyish orange-
brown clayey silt

14004 Fill 14002 | 0.1 0.08

Secondary Fill.
Compact, mid
brownish orange
sandy silt.
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14005 Fill 14002 | 2.8 0.42 Secondary Fill. Pot, AD 50—

Moderately flint 270, PH
compact mid brown (res)
sandy silt.

14006 Fill 14002 | 2.1 0.25 Secondary Fill.
Moderately

compact dark
brown sandy silt

14007 Cut 1.7 0.32 Ditch. N-S ditch
14008 Fill 14007 | 1.7 0.32 Secondary Fill. Mid | Pot AD 120-

brown sandy silt 250
Trench 141
General description Orientation E-W
Trench revealed seven ditches and one posthole. Consists of | Length (m) 30
ploughsoil and subsoil overlaying natural geology of clayey Width (m) 2
sand and gravel. Avg. depth (m) 061
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
14100 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Dark

greyish brown

sandy silt with

occasional rounded

pebbles.
14101 Layer 0.2 Subsoil. Mid

reddish brown
sandy silt with
rounded pebbles.
14102 Layer Natural. Mid
brownish orange
and yellow clayey
sand merging with
gravel.

14103 Cut 0.64 0.34 Ditch. Possible
curvilinear,
Roundhouse?
14104 Fill 14103 | 0.64 0.34 Secondary Fill.
Dark brown, sandy
silt, soft.

14105 Cut 0.91 0.3 Ditch. Possible
enclosure ditch
14106 Fill 14105 | 0.91 0.3 Secondary Fill.
Orange-brownish,
sandy silt, soft.
14107 Cut 0.82 0.4 Ditch. Possible
enclosure ditch
14108 Fill 14107 | 0.82 0.4 Secondary Fill.
Dark brown, sandy
silt, soft.

14109 Cut 0.76 0.42 Ditch. Enclosure
ditch.

14110 Fill 14109 | 0.76 0.42 Secondary Fill.
Dark brown
orangish, sandy
silt, soft.

14111 Cut 1.31 0.14 Ditch
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14112 Fill 14111 | 1.31

0.14

Primary Fill. Light
brown-orange Sand

14113 Cut 1.35

0.23

Ditch

14114 Fill 14113 | 1.35

0.23

Primary Fill. dark
brown Sandy Small
stones

14115 Cut

0.66

Ditch

14116 Fill 14115

0.18

Primary Fill. Grey
orangish/brownish,
silt, compact.

Pot

AD 1175
-1400

14117 Fill 14115

0.36

Secondary Fill.
Light brown whitish,
silt, compact.

14118 Cut 0.36

0.14

Posthole

14119 Fill 14118 | 0.36

0.14

Other Fill. Mid
brown, sandy silt,
soft.

14120 Fill 14115

0.16

Secondary Fill.
Brown
orangish/greyish,
sandy silt,
moderately
compact.

Trench 142

General description

Orientation

E-
W/N-S

Trench contains three linears and a tree throw.
ploughsoil overlying gravel natural.

Consists of

Length (m)

30

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.41

Fill Of | Width

(m)

Context
No.

Type

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

14200 Layer

0.41

Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown, silty
clay, friable

14201 Layer

0.15

Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown, silty
clay, friable

14202 Layer

Natural. Mid brown-
orange, sandy clay,
friable, frequent
gravel inclusions

14203 Cut 0.54

0.17

Ditch. shallow ditch

14204 Fill 14203 | 0.54

0.17

Primary Fill. Mid
brown Sand Small
stones

Pot,
animal
bone

ub

14205 Cut 0.96

0.6

Pit. Pit or ditch
terminus - unclear
due to trench
location

14206 Fill 14205 | 0.7

0.14

Deliberate Backfill.
Very dark grey
sandy loam with
occasional small
burned stones,
moderate fired clay
and frequent

Pot,
CBM,
flint

AD 180-
250, PH
(res)

LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35

LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL
DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032

Rev: P01

122

Page 123 of 245



charcoal fragments.
Full depth of
deposit not
reached.

14207 Cut

0.35

0.06

Ditch. cut of
shallow ditch

14208 Fill

14207

0.35

0.06

Primary Fill. light
brown Sand One
piece of modern
pottery

Pot

EPMed

14209 Fill

14205

0.8

0.22

Secondary Fill. Mid
yellowish brown
sandy silt with
moderate small and
fine rounded
pebbles, rare
charcoal flecks.

Pot

Roman

14210 Fill

14205

0.96

0.28

Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt with
moderate small and
fine rounded
pebbles.

14211 Void

14212 Void

14213 Void

Trench 143

General description

Orientation

Trench has two ditches. Consists of ploughsoil overlying

gravel natural.

Length (m)

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.43

Context
No.

Type

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

14300 Layer

0.27

Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown, silty
clay, friable

14301 Layer

0.16

Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown, silty
clay, friable

14302 Layer

Natural. Mid brown-
orange, sandy clay,
friable, frequent
gravel inclusions

14303 Cut

0.65

0.3

Ditch

14304 Fill

14303

0.65

0.3

Secondary Fill.
Dark brown
orangish, sandy
silt, soft.

14305 Cut

0.7

0.4

Ditch. Enclosure
ditch?

14306 Fill

14305

0.56

0.16

Primary Fill. Grey-
brownish, sandy
silt, moderately
compact.
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14307 Fill

14305

0.7

0.25

Secondary Fill.
Dark brown, sandy
silt, soft.

Pot,
stone

Roman

14308 Cut

0.9

0.1

Natural Feature.
Brown orangish,
sandy silt, soft.
Possible tree throw.

14309 Cut

0.85

0.3

Ditch

14310 Fill

14309

0.52

0.22

Secondary Fill. Mid
grey orangish,
sandy silt, compact.

Animal
bone

14311 Fill

14309

0.85

0.08

Secondary Fill. Mid
brown orangish,
sandy silt, soft.

14312 Cut

0.5

Ditch. Not fully
excavated

14313 Fill

14312

Secondary Fill.
Grey
orangish/brownish,
silt, compact.

Pot

AD 170-
230

14314 Fill

14312

0.36

Secondary Fill.
Light brown whitish,
silt, compact.

14315 Cut

0.68

0.14

Pit

14316 Fill

14315

0.68

0.14

Secondary Fill.
Brown orangish,
sandy silt, soft.

14317
feature

Unexcavated

1.45

Pit. Unexcavated
pit, truncated by
[14319]. Fill is mid
brownish grey silty
sand with
occasional charcoal
flecks.

14318
feature

Unexcavated

0.88

Pit. Unexcavated
pit, truncated by
[14319] and
[14317]. Fill is mid
brownish grey with
charcoal flecks.

14319
feature

Unexcavated

1.88

Pit. Unexcavated
pit part of a pit
group at eastern
end of TR 143. Fill
is mid brownish
grey silty sand with
occasional charcoal
flecks.

14320 Cut

1.6

0.45

Ditch

14321 Fill

14320

1.28

0.35

Primary Fill. Light
greyish white with
orange and black
lenses. Silty sand,
firm.

14322 Fill

1.6

0.1

Secondary Fill.
Dark brown-grey,
silty clay
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Trench 144
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains two ditches and a pit. Consists of ploughsoil | Length (m) 30
overlying gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
14400 Layer 0.26 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown, silty
clay, friable
14401 Layer 0.14 Subsoil. Mid
orange-brown, silty
clay, friable
14402 Layer Natural. Mid brown-
orange, sandy clay,
friable, frequent
gravel inclusions
14403 Cut 1.33 0.2 Natural Feature.
light brown-yellow
Small stones Sand
14404 Cut 0.96 0.03 Natural Feature.
Light brown/yellow
sand. Occasional
small stones
14405 Cut 0.24 0.02 Natural Feature.
light brown/ yellow
Sand
14406 Cut 1.36 0.24 Ditch
14407 Fill 14406 | 1.66 0.24 Secondary Fill. Pot Roman
Dark brown sand,
abundant small
stones, yellow-
orange sand in the
NE corner
Trench 145
General description Orientation N-S
Contains dense archaeology of three linears and four pits. Length (m) 30
Trench consists of ploughsoil overlying gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
14500 Layer 0.45 Ploughsoil. Dark
orange-brown
sandy silt with
frequent rounded
pebbles
14501 Layer Natural. Light
yellow-orange
sandy gravels with
frequent rounded
pebbles
14502 Cut 1.04 0.38 Ditch
14503 Fill 14502 | 0.9 0.12 Primary Fill. Loose,
mid greyish brown
silty sand
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14504 Fill 14502 | 0.18 0.2 Secondary Fill.
Soft, mid yellowish
brown sandy silt

14505 Fill 14502 | 0.9 0.32 Secondary Fill.
Soft, mid grey-
brown silty sand

14506 Cut 0.6 0.3 Pit

14507 Fill 14506 | 0.6 0.3 Secondary Fill.
Soft, light brownish
grey silty sand

14508 Cut 0.6 0.16 Pit

14509 Fill 14508 | 0.6 0.3 Secondary Fill.
Soft, mid greyish
brown sandy silt

14510 Cut 0.62 0.32 Ditch. truncated by
machine
14511 Fill 14510 | 0.6 0.32 Secondary Fill.

Loose mid greyish
brown silty sand

14512 Fill 14510 | 0.62 0.15 Secondary Fill. Soft | Pot AD 170-
mid brownish grey 250
sandy silt

14513 Cut 1.2 0.4 Ditch. Truncated by
machine

14514 Fill 14513 | 1.2 0.4 Secondary Fill. Soft
dark brownish
black sandy silt

14515 Cut 0.62 0.38 Pit

14516 Fill 14515 | 0.62 0.35 Secondary Fill.

Soft, mid greyish
brown sandy silt
14517 Unexcavated 1 Pit. Mid greyish
feature brown, soft, sandy
silt fill.
14518 Unexcavated 0.65 Pit. Mid greyish
feature brown, soft, sandy
silt fill
Trench 146
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains one ditch. Trench consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 20
overlying gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.42

Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date

No. (m) (m)

14600 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown, silty
clay, friable

14601 Layer Natural. Mid brown

orange, sandy clay,
friable, frequent
gravel inclusions

14602 Cut 0.9 0.3 Ditch

14603 Fill 14602 | 0.9 0.3 Secondary Fill. Soft
mid orange-brown
silty sand
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14604

Cut

1.63

Natural Feature.
Mid greyish brown
soft silty sand fill.
Moderate sub
rounded stones.

14605

Cut

1.45

Natural Feature.
Mid greyish brown,
loose, silty sand fill.
Frequent sub
rounded stone
inclusions

Trench 147

General description

Orientation

NW-
SE

Trench revealed three ditches, two postholes and one
potential pit which was left unexcavated. Consists of
ploughsoil overlaying natural geology of sandy gravel.

Length (m)

30

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

0.4

Context
No.

Type

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

14700

Layer

0.4

Ploughsoil. Dark
orange-brown
sandy silt with
frequent flint pebble
inclusions

14701

Layer

Natural. Light
yellow-orange
sandy gravel with
occasional pebbles

14702

Cut

0.63

0.21

Ditch

14703

Fill

14702

0.63

0.21

Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown silty
sand and gravel
with occasional
charcoal flecks.

Pot

MBA-IA

14704

Cut

0.7

0.12

Ditch. Ditch
terminus

14705

Fill

14704

0.7

0.12

Secondary Fill. Mid
orangish brown
silty sand and
gravel with
occasional sub-
angular flint
fragments.

14706

Cut

0.31

0.11

Pit

14707

Fill

14706

0.31

0.1

Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown silty
sand with frequent
medium and small
sub-angular flint
nodules.

14708

Cut

0.9

0.3

Ditch

14709

Fill

14708

0.9

0.3

Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown silty
sand and gravel
with occasional
charcoal flecks and
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moderate sub-
angular flint
fragments.

14710 Cut 0.3 0.28 Posthole

14711 Fill 14710 | 0.3 0.28 Deliberate Backfill. | Pot
Dark brownish grey
silty sand and
gravel with
occasional sub-
angular flint
inclusions.

MBA-IA

14712 Unexcavated 0.7 Pit
feature

Trench 148

General description Orientation

N-S

Dense archaeology of four linears and 25 pits/postholes. Length (m)

17

Trench consists of ploughsoil overlying gravel natural. Width (m)

14.5

Avg. depth (m)

0.36

Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds
No. (m) (m)

Date

14800 Layer 0.36 Ploughsoil. Dark
orange-brown
sandy silt with
frequent rounded
pebbles

14801 Layer Natural. Light
yellow-orange
sandy gravel with
frequent rounded
pebbles

14802 Cut 0.9 0.2 Ditch

14803 Fill 14802 | 0.9 0.2 Primary Fill. Mid Pot
grey-brown, silty
clay, frequent
stone/flint
inclusions, finds of
pot

Roman

14804 Cut 0.3 0.04 Pit

14805 Fill 14804 | 0.3 0.04 Primary Fill. Dark Pot,
charcoal rich flint
deposit, some pot

AD 43—
150

14806 Cut 0.94 0.16 Ditch. Uneven
along length,
rooted in about
50%

14807 Fill 14806 | 0.94 0.16 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown
gravely silt.

14808 Cut 0.27 0.32 Stake hole. not
visible on the
surface.

14809 Fill 14808 | 0.27 0.32 Secondary Fill.
Light grey sandy
silt
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14810 Cut

0.5

0.12

Natural Feature.
Overlying [14808]
and [14806]

14811 Cut

0.6

0.18

Posthole

14812 Fill

14811

0.6

0.18

Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown, sandy
silt, frequent stone
and flint inclusions,
no finds

14813 Cut

1.5

0.48

Ditch

14814 Fill

0.56

0.14

Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown, sandy
silt, rare inclusions,
no finds

14815 Fill

14813

1.5

0.34

Tertiary Fill. Mid
grey-brown, sandy
silt, frequent stone
and flint inclusions,
no finds

14816 Cut

0.98

0.26

Pit. Shallow wide
pit.

14817 Fill

14816

0.98

0.26

Secondary Fill.
Dark brown sandy
silt.

14818 Cut

0.48

0.28

Ditch. Linear ditch

14819 Fill

14818

0.48

0.28

Secondary Fill.
Dark brown sandy
silt.

14820 Cut

1.26

0.38

Ditch. Linear ditch

14821 Fill

14820

1.26

0.38

Secondary Fill.
Black sandy silt
with moderate
stones and roman
pot.

Pot

Roman

14822 Cut

1.11

0.25

Pit. Shallow pit

14823 Fill

14822

1.11

0.25

Secondary Fill.
Blackish brown silty
sand

14824
feature

Unexcavated

0.25

Posthole. Filled by
dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.

14825
feature

Unexcavated

0.16

Posthole. Filled by
dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.

14826
feature

Unexcavated

0.28

Posthole. Filled by
dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.

14827
feature

Unexcavated

0.6

Pit. Filled by dark
blackish brown silty
sand with frequent
gravels.
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14828 Unexcavated 0.18 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14829 Unexcavated 0.7 Pit
feature
14830 Unexcavated 0.8 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14831 Unexcavated 0.6 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14832 Unexcavated 0.42 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14833 Unexcavated 0.53 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14834 Unexcavated 0.6 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14835 Unexcavated 0.23 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14836 Unexcavated 0.33 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14837 Unexcavated 0.3 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14838 Cut 0.29 0.09 Posthole
14839 Unexcavated 0.18 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14840 Unexcavated 0.15 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish

brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
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14841 Unexcavated 0.31 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14842 Unexcavated 0.18 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14843 Cut 0.3 0.09 Posthole
14844 Unexcavated 0.2 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14845 Unexcavated 0.35 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14846 Layer 0.35 Natural. Filled by
dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14847 Unexcavated 1.8 Tree Throw. Filled
feature by mid greyish
brown sandy silt
with no inclusions
14848 Unexcavated 0.5 Posthole. Filled by
feature dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14849 Unexcavated 0.55 Ditch. Possible
feature ditch terminus
14850 Unexcavated 0.85 Ditch. Possible
feature ditch terminus
14851 Fill 14843 | 0.3 0.09 Secondary Fill.
Dark blackish
brown silty sand
with frequent
gravels.
14852 Fill 14838 | 0.3 0.09 Secondary Fill. mid
greyish brown silty
sand
Trench 149
General description Orientation WNW-
ESE
Trench has one linear and a posthole. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying gravel natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.38
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
14900 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
orange grey sandy
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silt with frequent
rounded pebbles

14901 Layer

Natural. Light
yellow-orange silty
sand with frequent
flint pebbles and
gravels

14902 Cut

0.91

0.25

Ditch

14903 Fill

14902

0.91

0.25

Primary Fill. Dark
brown Loam
Abundant gravel

14904 Cut

0.4

0.26

Natural Feature.
Cut for a natural
feature. Continues
beyond northern
LOE of trench.
Filled by mid yellow
grey sandy clay
with rare rounded
pebble and gravel
inclusions.

14905 Cut

0.3

0.18

Posthole. Cut for a
straight sided
posthole

14906 Fill

14905

0.3

0.18

Primary Fill. Mid
orange grey silty
sand with rare
rounded gravel
inclusions

14907 Cut

0.75

Natural Feature.
Change in natural
investigated.

14908 Cut

1.71

Natural Feature.
Two interventions
dug in natural
feature

14909 Cut

0.92

Natural Feature.
Natural feature that
was investigated.

Trench 150

General description

Orientation

gravel natural.

Trench contains two linears. Consists of ploughsoil overlying

Length (m)

Width (m)

Avg. depth (m)

Context
No.

Type

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description

Finds

Date

15000 Layer

0.4

Ploughsoil. Dark
orange-brown
sandy silt with
frequent rounded
pebbles

15001 Layer

Natural. Light
yellow-orange
sandy gravels with
frequent rounded
pebbles
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15002 Cut 0.84 0.32 Ditch
15003 Fill 15002 | 0.84 0.32 Secondary Fill. Mid | Pot Roman
greyish brown,
gravelly sandy silt,
loose, occasional
bioturbation
15004 Cut 0.76 0.3 Ditch
15005 Fill 15004 | 0.76 0.3 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brown,
gravelly sandy silt
frequent
bioturbation and
rounded pebbles
15006 Cut 1.35 0.16 Ditch
15007 Fill 15006 | 1.35 0.16 Secondary Fill. Pot Roman
Light greyish
brown, sandy silt,
loose, frequent
rounded pebbles
Trench 151
General description Orientation W-E
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural clayey sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
15100 Layer 2 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
stones
15101 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish clayey
sand, occasional
rounded stones
Trench 152
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural clayey sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
15200 Layer 2 0.34 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, sandy silt,
occasional rounded
stones
15201 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand, rare
rounded stones
15202 Void
Trench 153
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General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural clayey sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
15300 Layer 2 0.4 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand
15301 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand,
occasional rounded
stones
Trench 154
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural clayey sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
15400 Layer 2 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
stones
15401 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand,
occasional rounded
stones and fine
manganese
Trench 155
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying sandy clay natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
15500 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt
15501 Layer Natural. Mid
orange-brown
sandy clay
Trench 156
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains one pit. Consists of ploughsoil overlying Length (m) 30
sandy clay natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.42
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Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
15600 Layer 0.42 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt
15601 Layer Natural. Light
reddish brown silty
clay with rare
pebble inclusions.
15602 Cut 0.37 0.2 Pit
15603 Fill 15602 | 0.37 0.2 Secondary Fill.
Dark brown-grey,
sandy clay, firm
Trench 157
General description Orientation ENE-
WSW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying silty clay natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
15700 Layer 0.45 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown sandy
silt with rare gravel
inclusions.
15701 Layer Natural. Light
orange-brown silty
clay with
occasional gravels.
Trench 158
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 159
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 160
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural clayey sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
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Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
16000 Layer 1 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
stones
16001 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand, rare
rounded stones
and frequent fine
manganese
Trench 161
General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural clayey sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
16100 Layer 2 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
pebbles
16101 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
reddish brown,
clayey sand, rare
rounded stones
Trench 162
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 163
General description Orientation
Length (m)
Width (m)
Avg. depth (m)
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
Trench 164
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil and Length (m) 30
colluvium? Overlying silty sand natural Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.6
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
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16400 Layer 2 0.2 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
stones
16401 Layer 2 04 Colluvial Layer. Mid
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
stones
16402 Layer 2 Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
sandy silt,
occasional rounded
stones
Trench 165
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench contains one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying Length (m) 30
gravelled natural Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
16500 Layer 2.1 04 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, loose. With
rounded stone and
potatoes
16501 Cut 0.59 0.05 Ditch. Shallow n-a
ditch
16502 Fill 16501 | 0.59 0.05 Secondary Fill. Mid
grey silty sand
16503 Layer Natural. Light
brownish yellow
silty sand with
occasional gravel
patches.
Trench 166
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural silty sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
16600 Layer 2 0.4 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown Silty Sand,
occasional rounded
stones
16601 Layer 2 Natural. Light
yellowish brown
with occasional
rounded pebbles
and hematite
Trench 167
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General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying sandy natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
16700 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown silty
sand, loose with
rounded stones
16701 Layer Natural. Light
brownish yellow
silty sand with
gravel patches
Trench 168
General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil and Length (m) 30
subsoil overlying natural sandy silt and gravel Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
16800 Layer 2 0.3 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand
occasional rounded
stones
16801 Layer 2 0.1 Subsoil. Mid
greyish brown, silty
sand occasional
rounded stones
16802 Layer 2 Natural. Light grey
and mid brown silty
sand and gravel
Trench 169
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains one linear. Consists of ploughsoil overlying Length (m) 30
sand natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
16900 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt with
occasional rounded
pebbles.
16901 Layer Natural. Light
yellow-orange sand
with occasional
gravels
16902 Cut 1.26 0.28 Ditch
16903 Fill 16902 | 1.26 0.28 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown, sandy
silt, frequent small
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rounded stone incl,
no finds
16904 Cut Natural Feature
Trench 170
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil and subsoil | Length (m) 30
overlying sandy natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17000 Layer 0.26 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown silty
sand with rare
pebble inclusions
17001 Layer 0.14 Subsoil. Mid
greyish brown, soft,
silty sand
17002 Layer Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
loose, silty sand,
occasional gravel
patches
17003 Cut 1.25 0.32 Ditch. N-S ditch
17004 Fill 17003 | 1.25 0.32 Secondary Fill. Soft
mid greyish brown
sandy silt
Trench 171
General description Orientation E-W
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural silty sand. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17100 Layer 2 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
pebbles
17101 Layer 2 Natural. Mid
yellowish brown,
silty sand frequent
gravel patches
Trench 172
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains four ditches and two possible postholes. Length (m) 30
Consists of ploughsoil overlaying natural geology of sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.37
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
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17200 Layer 0.36 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown, silty
clay, firm
17201 Layer Natural. Mid grey-
yellow, silty sand,
friable
17202 Cut 21 0.4 Ditch
17203 Fill 17202 | 1.4 0.34 Secondary Fill. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, loose
17204 Cut 0.76 0.46 Ditch
17205 Fill 17204 | 0.76 0.46 Deliberate Backfill. | Pot, AD 140-
Dark brown-grey, animal | 240
silty sand, loose bone
17206 Cut 1.38 0.34 Ditch
17207 Fill 17206 | 1.38 0.34 Secondary Fill. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, loose
17208 Cut 2.2 0.4 Ditch
17209 Fill 17208 | 2.2 0.4 Secondary Fill. CBM, C16-18,
Dark grey-brown, Fe PMed/
silty sand, loose Mod
17210 Unexcavated 0.27 Posthole. Circular
feature in plan. Mid grey-
brown, silty sand,
loose
17211 Unexcavated 0.24 Posthole. Circular
feature in plan. Mid grey-
brown, silty sand,
loose
Trench 173
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains one large probable natural feature which was | Length (m) 30
not bottomed. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying natural clayey [\yigth (m) 21
sand. Avg. depth (m) 0.4
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17300 Layer 2.1 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
17301 Layer 21 Natural. Light
whiteish yellow with
orange patches,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
17302 Layer Colluvial Layer.

Large natural
feature across most
of the base of the
trench, present on
historic maps,
probably natural
infilling of a natural
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depression. Mid
brownish grey
sandy silt with
occasional angular
flint inclusions.
Trench 174
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench contains one ditch and one unexcavated feature. Length (m) 30
Consists of ploughsoil overlying sandy natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17400 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
stones
17401 Layer Natural. Mid
yellowish brown,
silty sand frequent
gravel patches
17402 Cut 1.9 0.34 Ditch. East-west
running ditch
17403 Fill 17402 | 1.9 0.34 Secondary Fill.
Loose, mid
yellowish brown
silty sand
17404 Unexcavated 1.35 Other Cut. Brown
feature silty sand. Possible
ditch if not a spread
of residual
ploughsoil.
Trench 175
General description Orientation N-S
Trench devoid of archaeology consists of plough soil Length (m) 30
overlying natural silty sand Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.35
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17500 Layer 2 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
brown, silty sand,
occasional rounded
stones
17501 Layer 2 Natural. Light
yellowish brown,
loose, silty sand,
occasional gravel
patches and
frequent hematite
Trench 176
General description Orientation NW-
SE
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Trench contains one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil and subsoil | Length (m) 30
overlaying natural sand. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17600 Layer 21 0.3 Ploughsoil
17601 Layer 21 0.23 Subsoil. Mid
orangish brown
silty sand, friable
17602 Layer Natural. Light
whiteish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
17603 Cut 1.54 0.14 Ditch. E-W shallow
ditch.
17604 Fill 17603 | 1.54 0.14 Secondary Fill. Pot, MBA-IA
Dark brown sandy | flint
silt with occasional
charcoal, small
stones and
prehistoric pot
fragments and one
burnt stone.
Trench 177
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench contains one linear. Consists of ploughsoil overlying Length (m) 30
Sandy natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.48
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17700 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
greyish brown
sandy silt.
17701 Layer Natural. Light
orange yellow with
occasional gravel
patches.
17702 Cut 1.58 0.32 Ditch
17703 Fill 17702 | 1.58 0.32 Secondary Fill. Mid
brown silty sand.
Trench 178
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 1.8
overlying sandy natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17800 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown silty
sand with
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occasional rounded
pebbles.
17801 Layer Natural. Light
yellow-orange sand
with occasional
patches of gravel.
Trench 179
General description Orientation ENE-
WSwW
Trench has one linear. Consists of ploughsoil overlying sand Length (m) 30
natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.42
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
17900 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown silty
sand with
occasional flint
pebbles.
17901 Layer Natural. Light
orange sand with
occasional patches
of gravel
17902 Cut 0.6 0.26 Ditch
17903 Fill 17902 | 0.7 0.26 Primary Fill. Mid
grey-brown, silty
loam. Some stone
inclusions. Slag in
fill. Single fill
17904 Unexcavated Ditch. Ditch
feature terminus, possible
curvilinear. Fill silty
loam, mid grey-
brown.
Trench 180
General description Orientation NNW-
SSE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlying sand natural. Width (m) 2
Avg. depth (m) 0.45
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18000 Layer 0.35 Ploughsoil. Dark
greyish brown silty
sand with rare
pebble inclusions
18001 Layer Natural. Soft light
yellow-orange sand
with occasional
patches of gravel.
Trench 181
General description Orientation NW-
SE
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Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying a sandy gravelled natural Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.36
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18100 Layer 0.36 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
18101 Layer Natural. Light
whiteish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
Trench 182
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying natural Width (m)
Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18200 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid Flint PH (res)
grey-brown silty
sand, friable with
rounded stones
18201 Layer Natural. Light
whiteish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
Trench 183
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains two ditches, one pit and one posthole. Length (m) 30
Consists of ploughsoil overlaying natural. Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.36
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18300 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
18301 Layer Natural. Light
whiteish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
18302 Cut 0.45 0.3 Pit. Small pit cut by
[18304]
18303 Fill 18302 | 0.45 0.3 Secondary Fill. Mid
brownish grey.
Sandy silt. Soft.
Rare pebble
inclusions
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18304 Cut 1.5 0.5 Ditch

18305 Cut 0.26 0.15 Posthole

18306 Fill 18304 | 0.45 0.2 Secondary Fill. Mid
blackish brown.
Soft sandy silt.
Rare pebble
inclusion

18307 Fill 18304 | 1.5 0.5 Secondary Fill. Mid
greyish brow.
Sandy silt. Soft.
Moderate sub
rounded stone
inclusions.

18308 Fill 18305 | 0.25 0.15 Secondary Fill. Mid
orange-brown
sandy silt. Soft.
Rare sub rounded
stone inclusions

18309 Cut 1.75 0.18 Ditch. Possible
modern feature
18310 Fill 18309 | 1.57 0.18 Secondary Fill. Mid

greyish brown,
loose, sandy silt,
occasional small
rounded stones,
occasional charcoal
and frequent
bioturbation

Trench 184
General description Orientation NE-
SW
Trench contains one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying Length (m) 30
natural geology of silty sand with gravel Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.33
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18400 Layer 21 0.33 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
18401 Layer Natural. Light
whiteish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
18402 Cut 1.42 0.38 Ditch
18403 Fill 18402 | 0.76 0.14 Secondary Fill. Pot, LBAVIA
Light brown-grey, fired
silty sand, loose clay
18404 Fill 18402 | 1.42 0.24 Secondary Fill.
Dark grey-brown,
silty sand, loose
Trench 185
General description Orientation NW-
SE
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Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying silty gravelled natural Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18500 Layer 21 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
18501 Layer Natural. Mid
orangish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
Trench 186
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench contains three ditches. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying sandy gravelled natural Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18600 Layer 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
18601 Layer Natural. Light
whiteish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
18602 Cut 1.2 0.22 Ditch
18603 Fill 18602 | 1.2 0.22 Primary Fill. Dark
grey-brown, silty
loam, frequent
stone incl
18604 Cut 1.2 0.2 Ditch
18605 Fill 18604 | 1.2 0.2 Primary Fill. Dark
grey-brown, silty
loam, frequent
stone inclusions
18606 Cut 2 0.58 Ditch
18607 Fill 18606 | 2 0.58 Primary Fill. Dark CBM, C14-16
grey-brown, silty animal
loam, frequent bone
stone incl
Trench 187
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying a | Length (m) 30
sand natural with frequent gravel Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.33
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
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18700 Layer 0.37 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
18701 Layer Natural. Light
whiteish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
18702 Cut 0.96 0.22 Ditch
18703 Fill 18702 | 0.96 0.22 Secondary Fill.
Dark grey-brown,
silty sand, loose
Trench 188
General description Orientation E-W
Consists of ploughsoil overlaying a sandy gravelled natural Length (m) 30
Width (m) 2.1
Avg. depth (m) 0.32
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18800 Layer 0.39 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
18801 Layer Natural. Light
whiteish yellow,
silty sand, with
gravel inclusions
18802 Cut 0.6 0.05 Pit
18803 Fill 18802 | 0.6 0.05 Secondary Fill.
loose dark grey
sandy silt
18804 Cut 0.88 0.13 Pit
18805 Fill 18804 | 0.88 0.13 Secondary Fill.
Loose, dark
blackish grey sandy
silt
Trench 189
General description Orientation E-W
Trench contains one ditch and two pits. Consists of ploughsoil | Length (m) 30
and subsoil overlaying natural geology of silty sand with Width (m) 21
I
grave Avg. depth (m) 04
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
18900 Layer 0.26 Ploughsoil. Dark
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable
18901 Layer 0.15 Subsoil. Mid grey-
brown, silty sand,
friable
18902 Layer Natural. Mid grey-

brown, silty sand,
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loose with frequent
gravel inclusions
18903 Cut 1.12 0.26 Ditch

18904 Fill 18903 | 1.12 0.26 Secondary Fill.
Dark brown-grey,
silty sand, loose
18905 Cut 0.45 0.14 Pit

18906 Fill 18905 | 0.45 0.14 Secondary Fill.
Dark grey-brown,
silty sand, loose
18907 Cut 0.44 0.15 Pit

18908 Fill 18907 | 0.44 0.15 Secondary Fill.
Dark grey-brown,
silty sand, loose

Trench 190
General description Orientation NE-
SwW
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying silty clayey gravelled natural Width (m) 21
Avg. depth (m) 0.29
Context | Type Fill Of | Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
19000 Layer 0.4 Ploughsoil. Mid
grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rooting potatoes
and rounded stone
19001 Layer Natural. Light
orange yellow, silty
sand, with clay
patches and gravel
inclusions
Trench 191
General description Orientation NW-
SE
Trench devoid of archaeology. Consists of ploughsoil Length (m) 30
overlaying a silty gravelled natural Width (m) 292
Avg. depth (m) 0.3
Context | Type Fill Of | Width Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) (m)
19100 Layer 21 0.3 Ploughsoil. Mid

grey-brown silty
sand, friable with
rounded stone and
potatoes present
19101 Layer 2.1 Natural. Mid
brownish orange,
silty sand with
gravel throughout,
compact

Trench 192
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General description

Orientation

NE-
SW

Trench contains one ditch. Consists of ploughsoil overlaying a | Length (m)

silty gravelled natural

30

Width (m)

2.1

Avg. depth (m)

0.4

Context | Type
No.

Fill Of

Width
(m)

Depth
(m)

Description Finds

Date

19200 Layer

0.4

Ploughsoil. Mid

grey-brown, silty
sand, friable with
rounded pebbles

19201 | Layer

2.1

Natural. Mid
brownish orange
silty sand with
gravel throughout.
Firm

19202 Cut

0.88

0.15

Ditch. Boundary
seen on historic
map

19203 Fill

19202

0.88

0.15

Secondary Fill. Pot,
Dark brownish grey | Fe,
silty sand with glass
occasional rounded
pebbles, moderate
charcoal fragments
varying of sizes
and well preserved
organic materials.

C19-20
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Appendix B Finds Reports

B.1 Prehistoric Pottery
By Alex Davies
Introduction

B.1.1  Some 59 sherds, weighing 158g, were found over 22 contexts in 18 trenches (Table
1). The assemblage is poorly preserved with a mean sherd weight of just 2.7g,
suggesting the material has been subject to a significant degree of fragmentation and
dispersal after initial discard. The material in many of the contexts could be residual
or intrusive.

B.1.2  There are very few diagnostic sherds. There are only two rims, one very small, and
none of the material is decorated. Spot dating is almost entirely based on fabrics.
Almost all the material is flint tempered, with the exception of two sherds that contain
only quartz sand. The spot date ranges for most of the contexts are broad, reflecting
the continuing use of flint as a tempering agent in the region over long periods of time
(Evans et al. 2016, 70, 105, 160, 379-80), and the small and fragmentary nature of
the assemblage dominated by body sherds.

Methodology

B.1.3  Pottery from each context was scanned, with spot dates given based on the latest
material present. Fabrics were recorded in order of their approximate frequency in
any one context. The two most common inclusion types were noted, using the
following fabric codes:

° Fl — Flint
e Qs - Quartz sand

B.1.4  The grade of the fabric was also recorded with a number suffix, ranging from 1 (fine)
to 4 (very coarse).

Early Neolithic

B.1.5 Two contexts (8803 and 8804) have been spot dated to the early Neolithic (probably
Plain Bowl) on the basis of their poorly sorted coarse flint fabrics that stands out from
the well sorted later prehistoric material from this site and the wider scheme. Three
further contexts (9610, 7206 and 6104) produced sherds in a similar fabric, but the
spot dates are less certain, as the sherds are very small and abraded; even if they
are this date, they could be residual in later contexts.

Middle and late Bronze Age

B.1.6  None of the material was diagnostically middle Bronze Age, although many of the
flint-tempered body sherds could be of this date.

B.1.7  Pottery from context 9805 is probably middle or late Bronze Age in date on the basis
of its coarse fabric, although this date is very tentative.

B.1.8 At least two contexts contained pottery of probable late Bronze Age date (1705 and
18403). Context 1705 contained the only diagnostic rim sherd, and this was incurving,
probably from a late Bronze Age hook-rim jar. The pottery in context 18403 is spot
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dated to the late Bronze Age/lron Age, but a late Bronze Age perforated clay slab
was also found in the context, showing its late Bronze Age date.

B.1.9 A slight shoulder was found in context 9608 that probably belongs to a late Bronze
Age or Iron Age vessel, although this is tentative.

Iron Age

B.1.10 No certain Iron Age pottery was found, but contexts 7102 and 10205 have been
tentatively spot dated to the Iron Age, as these were the only sherds that did not
contain flint. Sand slowly replaced flint in pottery fabrics through the Iron Age in the
region, and any contexts containing sandy fabrics are perhaps more likely to have
been Iron Age in date rather than Bronze Age (Mucking: Brudenell 2016a, 160;
2016b, 380; South Hornchurch: Harrison 2000, 337-8). However, quantities
recovered from this evaluation are very small making such comments tentative.
Contexts containing sand and flint are 9303, 10605, 14703 and 14711.

B.1.11 A complete absence of glauconitic sand makes a middle Iron Age presence unlikely.
If any of the material is indeed Iron Age, it is more likely that this is early Iron Age in
date.

Retention

B.1.12 The pottery has future research value and should all be retained.

Context | Count | Weight (g) | Fabric Spot date | Comment
1705 2 6 FI2 LBA Incurving rim. Could be 1A?
1707 1 3 FI2 MBA-IA
4206 1 1 FI2 MBA-IA Very small and abraded
4406 3 1 FI2 MBA-IA Very small and abraded
6104 2 8 FI3 (poorly | E Neo? Poss MBA-IA
sorted);
QsFI2
6106 2 1 QsFI2 MBA-IA Very small. Rim
7102 1 4 Qs2 IA? Very abraded
7206 1 1 FI3 (poorly | E Neo, or | Very abraded
sorted) MBA-IA
7704 4 2 FI2 MBA-IA
8803 3 8 FI3 (poorly | E Neo
sorted)
8804 1 4 FI3 (poorly | E Neo
sorted)
9303 11 23 QsFI2 MBA-IA Probably IA? Base
9608 3 2 FI2 LBA/IA? Slight shoulder? Not very
diagnostic
9610 2 2 FI3 E Neo or | Very small and abraded
MBA-IA
9805 3 12 FI3 MBA-IA Base. Coarse, more likely
M/LBA
10004 4 16 FI2; FI3 MBA-IA
10205 1 3 Qs2 IA? Very abraded. Sample 22
10605 1 3 FIQs2 MBA-IA Poss IA?
14703 1 1 FIQs2 MBA-IA Very abraded. Poss I1A?
14711 1 3 QsFI2 MBA-IA Very abraded. Poss I1A?
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Context | Count | Weight (g) | Fabric Spot date | Comment

17604 10 41 FI3; FI2 MBA-IA

18403 1 13 FI2 LBA/IA LBA - context contains
perforated slab

Total 59 158

Table 1: Prehistoric pottery assemblage
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B.2

By Edward Biddulph

Introduction

B.2.1

Late Iron Age and Roman Pottery

Some 216 sherds of late Iron Age and Roman pottery, weighing 3107g, were

recovered from the evaluation (Table 2). Context groups were sorted into fabrics and
each fabric group quantified by sherd count and weight in grams. Fabrics were
assigned codes devised by the Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit (cf.
Biddulph et al. 2015). Forms were identified by rim and quantified by minimum
number of vessels (MV) and estimated vessel equivalents (EVE). Forms codes were
taken from Going’s Chelmsford typology (Going 1987). Forms and fabrics are
quantified in Tables 2 and 3.

Fabric | Description Count | Weight (g) | MV EVE
ABAET | South Spanish amphora fabric (BAT 1 44

AM 1
BSW Black)-surfaced wares 33 979 3 0.25
BUF Miscellaneous buff wares 4 27
BUFM Miscellaneous buff ware mortaria 2 398 2 0.23
EGSW | East Gaulish samian ware 1 31 1 0.06
ESH Early shell-tempered ware 20 55
GRF Fine grey wares 11 106
GROG Fine grog-tempered ware (SOB GT) 2 30
GRS Sandy grey wares 114 1312 10 1.34
MICW Miscellaneous Iron Age coarse wares | 4 12
NKG North Kent grey ware (UPC FR) 4 22
RED Miscellaneous red wares 7 21
STOR Storage jar fabrics 3 65
UPOT Unidentified pottery 10 5
Total 216 3107 16 1.88

Table 2: Quantification of late Iron Age and Roman fabrics (codes in brackets from Tomber
and Dore 1998)

Form Description BSW BUFM | EGSW | GRS Total
EVE

B5 Incipient bead-and-flanged | 0.05 0.22 0.27
dish

C (Drag. 37) | Decorated hemispherical 0.1 0.06
bowl

D3.2 Mortarium with tall bead 0.18 0.18
and drooping flange

D11 Hammerhead mortarium 0.05 0.05

E Bowl-jar or wide-mouthed 0.23 0.23
jar

G Jar 0.44 0.44

G5.5 Neckless, lid-seated jar 0.07 0.07

G10 Wide-mouthed and 0.17 0.17
cordoned necked jar

G11 Neckless, everted rim jar 0.1 0.11

G23/G24 Oval-bodied necked jar 0.09 0.09
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Form Description BSW BUFM | EGSW | GRS Total
EVE
G371 Narrow-necked jar with 0.21 0.21
hooked rim
Total EVE 0.25 0.23 0.1 1.34 1.88

Table 3: Quantification by EVE of Roman pottery forms
Assemblage composition

B.2.2  Five context groups, representing 13% of the assemblage by sherd count, were spot
dated to the late Iron Age or early Roman period. These were recovered from
Trenches 73, 139, 148 and 186. Contexts 7312 (ditch 7311), 13903 (ditch 13902)
and 18603 (ditch 18602) contained shell-tempered pottery (ESH) dating from the
early 1st to mid 2nd century AD. Pottery from another fill of ditch 13902 (context
13904) includes grog-tempered ware (GROG), which was accompanied by Roman-
period black-burnished ware (BSW). It is possible that all the pottery from the feature
was deposited after ¢ AD 43.

B.2.3 Some 36% of the assemblage by sherd count belonged to context groups spot dated
to the middle Roman period (¢ AD 120-250). The pottery was recovered from six
contexts recorded in Trenches 76, 140, 142, 143, 145 and 172. A relatively large
group was recovered from context 14206 (pit 14205). Pottery diagnostic of the period
from this group includes a lid-seated jar (type G5.5) in sandy grey ware (GRS) and
at least three incipient bead-and-flanges dishes (type B5) in fabrics GRS and BSW.
Going (1987, 15) dates the dishes to the mid to late 3rd century, but at Mucking
(Jefferies and Lucy 2016, 177) the form is suggested to have been current from the
late 2nd century. The examples here, however, may well have been made at Orsett
itself, where the form is known to have been produced in the early/mid-3rd century
(Cheer 1998, 98, 101, fig. 63, no. 21). Overall, a date for deposition within the late
2nd or first half of the 3rd century or later is likely for this group.

B.2.4  Activity at this time is supported by the presence of a decorated bowl (Drag. 37) in
East Gaulish samian ware (EGSW) from context 17205 (ditch 17204), a narrow-
necked jar (G37) in fabric GRS from context 14512 (ditch 14510), and two buff ware
mortaria (BUFM) from contexts 4604 (ditch 4503) and 14313 (ditch 14312). The
mortaria are likely to have arrived from Heybridge, where production of such vessels
in the later 2nd and early 3rd century is attested (Biddulph 2015, figs 317 and 318).

B.2.5 Three groups from Trenches 89, 140 and 143 contained pottery dating to the early to
middle Roman period (¢ AD 43/50-250/70) and represented 15% of the assemblage
by sherd count. Pottery includes North Kent grey ware (NKG) from context 14005
(ditch 14002), a possible bag-shaped beaker in fabric GRF from context 14313 (ditch
14312) and a sherd from a South Spanish amphora (ABAET) from context 8903. The
last was residual, being found with medieval pottery.

B.2.6 A large proportion of the assemblage, 35% by sherd count, was from context groups
that could not be dated closely within the Roman period (¢ AD 43—410). This material
was collected from Trenches 7, 33, 71, 76, 78, 83, 93, 104, 112, 142, 144, 148 and
150. The pottery typically comprises undiagnostic sherds in coarse wares (BSW,
GRF, GRS and RED). Some jar rims were noted, but none could be identified to
precise type.
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Discussion

B.2.7 The assemblage spans the late Iron Age and Roman periods, with the emphasis on
the middle Roman period. It is possible that some of the pottery was deposited in the
late Iron Age. However, it is notable that no relatively large groups exclusively
containing pottery of late Iron Age tradition were recovered and that all grog-tempered
ware was associated with Roman-period fabrics, suggesting that all deposition was
of Roman or later date. No groups dated with certainty to the late Roman period were
recovered.

B.2.8  With much of the diagnostic pottery being consistent with a later 2nd- or early/mid
3rd-century date, it is a strong possibility that at least a proportion of the pottery was
manufactured locally and fired in the kilns uncovered at either Orsett Cock (Cheer
1998) or Hornsby Lane (OA 2020b). That the B5-type dish was among the potters’
repertoire has already been noted, and the G5.5 jar is also attested as a local product
(Cheer 1998, fig. 63, no. 12). However, the Orsett and Hornsby Lane kilns form part
of a much wider zone of pottery production in the south Essex/Thameside region,
and it is possible that pottery recovered from the current site was supplied by other
workshops. For example, a cordoned, necked jar (type G10) in fabric GRS from
context 14206 is similar to types made at Mucking (Jefferies and Lucy 2016, fig. 3.19,
type FB01) and Dagenham (Biddulph 2010). Other sources of pottery include the
North Kent marshes (NKG), East Gaul (EGSW), Southern Spain (ABAET) and
Heybridge (BUFM).

B.2.9 The condition of the assemblage is mixed. It has a mean sherd weight (weight divided
by sherd count) of 14.3g and a mean EVE or ‘completeness’ value (EVE divided by
MV) of 0.12 EVE, which is indicative of the presence of relatively large sherds; a near-
complete beaker, for instance, was found in context 14313. However, some context
groups consisted of little more than crumbs weighing less than 1g.

B.2.10 While the assemblage was distributed across the evaluation area, pottery deposition
was concentrated in the southern area of the evaluation site. Trenches 139, 140, 142,
143 and 150 contained relatively large amounts of pottery by sherd count, while the
‘best-preserved’ pottery — that is, pottery with high MSWs and above-average mean
EVE values — was recorded in Trenches 142, 143 and 145. This suggests that
deposition was concentrated in the southern area and that the pottery in this area
had been deposited comparatively rapidly after initial breakage. Trenches in this area
targeted features within a system of enclosures, which may have provided a focus of
settlement. Elsewhere, the distribution of pottery was sparse and the pottery in poorer
condition, suggesting that these areas were more peripheral to areas of use and that
the pottery had undergone multiple episodes of redeposition.

Recommendations for retention

B.2.11 The pottery reported on here has the potential to inform future research through
reanalysis, and thus it is recommended that all the pottery is retained. This follows
the advice set out in the Standard for Pottery Studies in Archaeology (PCRG et al.
2016).
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B.3 Medieval Pottery
By John Cotter
Introduction and methodology

B.3.1 A total of 128 sherds of medieval and post-medieval pottery, weighing 14549, were
recovered from 11 contexts. Ordinary domestic wares were recovered. A range of
pottery dating from perhaps the early/mid Anglo-Saxon period through to the 19th
century was identified. Nearly all of this, however, is medieval in date.

B.3.2  All the pottery was scanned during the present assessment, and spot dates were
provided for each context. Each context group was quantified by sherd count and
weight and recorded on a spot-dating spreadsheet. The pottery is mostly in a very
fragmentary and abraded condition, but some fresh sherds are also present.

B.3.3 The context spot date is the date bracket during which the latest pottery types or
fabrics are estimated to have been produced or were in general circulation.
Comments on the range of fabrics were recorded, usually with mention of vessel form
(jugs, bowls etc.) and any other attributes worthy of note (eg. decoration etc.). Fabric
codes referred to are those of the Museum of London (MOLA 2014). Where
appropriate, these are cross referenced to the fabric codes used by Essex County
Council (Cotter 2000, 12—-13). The range of pottery is described in some detail in
Table 4 and is therefore only summarised below.

Context | Spot date Count | Weight | Comments
(9)
104 ¢ 1550-1900 2 6 2x scraps post-med redware (PMR). 1

glazed; the other very abraded (or poss
post-med tile/CBM?)

712 ¢ 1580-1750 2 8 1x bo (body sherd) black-glazed redware
(PMBL) probably from a cylindrical mug.
1x bo PMR

3110 13-15C? 1 14 Identification uncertain as very abraded.

Probably not Roman. Possibly a thick-
walled narrow-necked late medieval
drinking jug (or bottle?) in one of the
medieval Surrey whitewares — possibly
Kingston-type ware (KING, ¢ 1250-1400)
or Cheam (CHEA, ¢ 1350-1500)? Wheel-
thrown with surfaces mostly worn. Sandy
cream-buff fabric. No evidence of glaze
surviving. Possibly weathered and plough-
damaged, or water-worn.

4208 13-15C? 1 1 Rounded scrap in same fabric as in
(3110) but finer (KING/CHEA?). Traces of
surfaces. Or unidentifiable?

7604 ¢ 400-750 7 104 Probably 1 jar-like vessel. Anglo-Saxon
organic-tempered ware (CHAF). Joining
sherds from crudely handmade, slightly
odd, slightly shouldered form with plain
upright rim (3 rim sherds) and parts of
rounded base. Fine silty fabric — abundant
voids from burnt-out organic temper.
Black fabric. Probably sooted
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Context | Spot date Count | Weight | Comments
(9)
8903 ¢ 1000-1225? | 10 312 Probably all 1 vessel. Handmade cooking
pot profile in shelly ware with everted
squared rim and sagging base. Fairly
large. Coarse shelly inclusions — mostly
dissolved. Also sparse—moderate grainy
pellets/lumps of light brown-yellow sandy
clay or weathered sandstone (resembling
grog)? Possibly Essex EMSHX (c1000—-
1225)? Or London early med shelly ware
(EMSH, ¢ 1050-1150)? Sooted/scorched
10402 ¢ 1270-1350 1 2 Worn bo from jug. Fine orange sandy with
some coarser quartz grains. Probably Mill
Green ware (MG). Outside covered with
white slip under a clear yellow glaze with
some green flecks

10405 ¢ 1270-1350 97 936 Minimum 10-12 vessels. Mainly one
cooking pot profile with short horiz flanged
rim in Mill Green coarseware (MG COAR,
fine with just a scatter of quartz grits), one
sherd of latter vess has an applied
thumbed vertical strip; sooted ext. Bos
from other MG COAR cook pots in
coarser fabric, 1 with int clear glaze. 1x
sagging base from wide bowl in MG
COAR & a squared cook pot rim — both in
an oxidised fabric containing sparse
dissolved shell inclusions. 4x smallish
sherds from Mill Green ware (MG) jugs
with ext white slip under clear or green-
flecked glaze, including a rod/oval-section
jug handle. 1x MG COAR handle terminal
from a pipkin or skillet. 1x flat base (diam
70mm) from drinking jug or bottle in
Fabric 20 greyware (RCWX, fabric related
to MG COAR?). Approx. 10 other sherds
F20, & ¢ 20 sherds from cook pots with
thumbed strips in Essex shelly-sandy
ware (London SSWX; Essex Fabric 12C)
the shell content is only sparse-moderate
in this fabric.

14116 ¢ 1175-1400 5 45 Probably all Essex grey sandy ware
(Essex Fabric 20/London RCWX)? All bos
including 2 joining probably from jug
shoulder (wheel-turned?). All sherds
weathered with most of original surfaces
missing. Mainly grey, or grey-brown with
fine silty matrix and moderate-abundant
coarse rounded/polished quartz grains
and some rare angular flint. Sherds
include part of a broken everted neck/rim
14208 ¢ 1480-1600 1 20 Jar/pipkin with everted thickened/beaded
rim. Essex-type early post-medieval
redware (40EA,; similar London PMRE).
Glaze specks on neck. Very fresh
condition
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Context | Spot date Count | Weight | Comments
(9)
19203 ¢ 1820-1900 1 6 Transfer-printed ware (TPW). Bo from
?jug in very hard ironstone-type fabric
with blurred light blue floral printed
decoration

Total 128 1454

Table 4: Description of post-Roman pottery by context
Discussion

B.3.4 The pottery comprises ordinary domestic wares typical of this part of south Essex
and ranges in date from the early/mid Anglo-Saxon period through to the 19th
century. Medieval wares of the later 13th to 14th century, however, predominate.

B.3.5 Context 7604 produced fresh sherds, including rims, from a single jar in early to
middle Anglo-Saxon organic-tempered ware (Fabric code CHAF). This ware has a
broad date range in south-east England (mainly ¢ AD 400-750) and shows little or
no typological change during the period. Some occupation during this date is
therefore attested here.

B.3.6 A cooking pot profile in Essex-type early medieval shelly ware (EMSHX) came from
another context (8903). This probably dates to ¢ 1000—1225.

B.3.7  Most of the pottery here (97 sherds) came from a single context (10405). This can be
dated to ¢ 1270-1350 with a fair degree of confidence because of the presence of
glazed and white-slipped jug sherds in Mill Green ware (MG). Mill Green ware was
produced at Ingatestone in central Essex and had a wide distribution in Essex and
the Thames estuary area. Mill Green coarse ware (MG COAR) was another product
of this industry. The same context includes one or two well-preserved cooking pots
in this fabric, a bowl base and a probable pipkin (saucepan) handle. Sherds of Essex
medieval grey sandy ware (Fabric 20/RCWX) are also present, including the base of
a small drinking jug or bottle. Sherds from shelly-sandy ware cooking pots (London
SSWX; Essex Fabric12C) are present here too. Altogether the pottery from this
context — and one or two others — attests to significant occupation here in the late
medieval period.

B.3.8 A small number of post-medieval redware sherds (PMRE, PMR, PMBL) and a single
19th-century sherd (TPW) were also recovered.

Recommendations regarding the conservation, discard and
retention of material

B.3.9 The pottery here has potential to inform research through reanalysis. It should all
therefore be retained and properly catalogued and reported at some future date,
along with material from any subsequent formal excavations in this area.
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B.4 Flint
By Lawrence Billington
Introduction

B.4.1  Atotal of 39 struck flints were recovered during the evaluation, alongside a relatively
large assemblage of 3798g (over 1000 fragments) of unworked burnt flint, the latter
having derived mostly from a series of cremation burials investigated in Trench 136.

B.4.2 The assemblage was catalogued directly onto an Excel spreadsheet, and the
artefacts were classified according to a system of broad artefact/debitage types
based on standard definitions for post-glacial lithic assemblages from southern Britain
(eg. Bamford 1985, 72—7; Healy 1988, 48-9; Butler 2005). Additional information on
selected technological and non-metric attributes of the material (including platform
type/preparation, hammer mode and dorsal cortex coverage) was also recorded
using standard classifications and terminology based largely on those set out by
Inizan (Inizan et al. 1999). A summary catalogue of the assemblage is presented in
Table 5, with full details of the recording retained in the project archive.

Raw materials and condition

B.4.3 The struck flint is varied in terms of colour and texture but is generally fine grained
and of good knapping quality. Surviving cortical surface suggests the exploitation of
small to medium sized cobbles/nodules, whilst abraded and weathered surfaces
indicate a source from secondary deposits of gravel, probably including those of the
Boyn Hill Gravel member, which outcrops across the western part of the evaluated
area. Similar gravel-derived flint appears to have been the main source of material in
the assemblage of predominantly early Neolithic flintwork recovered during
excavation of the Orsett causewayed enclosure, immediately to the south of the site
(Bonsall 1978), and in the very large multi-period assemblage found during the
excavations on the Boyn Hill terrace gravels at Mucking, little more than 2km to the
west (Healey 2016). Although most of the unworked burnt flint is heavily shattered,
the larger pieces suggest the use of small to medium sized gravel clasts, perhaps
rarely in excess of 100mm in maximum dimension, and these too were presumably
locally sourced.

B.4.4  The condition of the worked flint varies, but a high proportion displays at least some
slight edge damage/rounding, whilst other pieces — especially those from ploughsoil
contexts — had more severe edge damage. Recortication (‘patination’) is entirely
absent.

Worked flint: quantification and distribution

B.4.5 The worked flint was very thinly distributed across the site, with the 39 pieces having
derived from 28 individual contexts recorded in 20 of the excavated trenches. Most
of this material was recovered from the fills of cut features, with seven pieces coming
from ploughsoil/subsoil deposits. Given the very low densities of flintwork recovered
and the condition of the assemblage, it seems likely that the vast majority of the
represents residual material inadvertently caught up in the fills of later features.

B.4.6  Although the distribution of the flint has not been analysed in great detail, there seems
to be at least one notable, but very slight, concentration of flintwork in a restricted
area of the site, in the area of Trenches 87, 88 and 96. Ten worked flints were
recovered from deposits recorded within these trenches, including both the fills of cut
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features and the ploughsoil, and these include a relatively high proportion of fine
flakes and blade-based removals, as well as the only two formal retouched tools
identified in the assemblage: a serrated blade and an end scraper (see below).

Worked flint: technology, typology and dating

B.4.7 The small assemblage is overwhelmingly dominated by unretouched removals,
alongside one core, two retouched tools and a fragment of hammerstone. The
assemblage includes a substantial blade-based component, with blades and blade-
like flakes making up over a quarter of unretouched removals. The only core in the
assemblage is a very neatly and extensively worked multiple platform blade core
(weighing 13g) from pit 4203, Trench 42 (context 4204).

B.4.8 This blade-based material does not include any kind of very regular, prismatic blades
that are most readily associated with Mesolithic technologies, and it seems likely that
the majority is of early Neolithic date. A similar date is probable for one of the
retouched tools in the assemblage: a serrated blade from the ploughsoil of Trench
88, made on a fine secondary blade blank. This piece bears very fine serrations along
one lateral edge (accompanied by some faint use gloss/polish), as well as some
serrations with limited dorsal retouches at its distal end. Serrated pieces such as this
are a long-lived form, but they are especially common in early Neolithic assemblages,
and locally this piece can be compared with early Neolithic examples recovered from
the lower fills of the ditch of the Orsett causewayed enclosure (Bonsall 1978, fig. 24,
nos 3 and 4). The other retouched tool in the assemblage, a simple convex end
scraper from the ploughsoil of Trench 96, could also be of early Neolithic date but
could equally represent a late Neolithic or early Bronze Age piece.

B.4.9 The remainder of the assemblage is dominated by simple flake-based removals,
generally hard-hammer struck from unprepared, plain or cortical striking platforms.
Little of this material is in any way diagnostic, but much is likely to date to the late
Neolithic or early Bronze Age. There is no clear indication of especially
crudely/expediently worked material suggestive of a later Bronze Age or Iron Age
date.

Unworked burnt flint

B.4.10 Aside from small quantities of unworked burnt flint from various features investigated
across the evaluation area (pits 14205 and 14804; ditches 4605, 6203, 10003, 17603;
see Table 5), the vast majority of this material was recovered from a series of
cremation burials investigated in Trench 136. This material was recovered from the
residues of bulk samples collected from the three cremation burials (13609, 13610
and 13613) and comprises a total of 3687g (some 1040 pieces) of heavily burnt,
fractured/shattered fragments of flint.

B.4.11 Full quantification of the burnt flint recovered from each of the samples from these
burials is provided in Table 5. In summary, four samples from cremation burial 13610
produced 2025g of burnt flint, four samples from cremation burial 13609 produced
16389 of burnt flint and three samples from cremation burial 13613 produced a much
smaller assemblage of only 24g of burnt flint. The material from all these features
was closely comparable, consisting of highly fragmented angular pieces that have
experienced severe thermal fracturing. This is reflected in a low mean clast weight of
around 3.5g, with the assemblage predominately consisting of small pieces and
spalls, alongside a small number of fractured cobbles/pebbles up to ¢ 70mm in
maximum dimension.
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B.4.12 Although small quantities of burnt flint, presumably inadvertently caught up in the
pyre, are a frequent inclusion in prehistoric and Roman cremation deposits,
assemblages of this size are unusual. In this context, the reason for its occurrence
here is not clear. It seems possible that the pyre site was located on an exposed
gravel surface and that heat affected stones were gathered up from the pyre during
recovery of the cremated bone, or perhaps even that part of the pyre structure
included gravel in its construction, but either way it seems clear that little attempt was
made to exclude the burnt flint from the material selected for burial.

Discussion

B.4.13 Given the scale of the evaluation, the worked flint assemblage can only be described
as small, with no large or coherent concentrations of material. Nevertheless, the
assemblage provides some indication of prehistoric activity at that site, and it is
notable that this includes evidence for early Neolithic activity which may have been
broadly contemporary with the construction and use of the nearby Orsett causewayed
enclosure. Although it is difficult to make comparisons between assemblages
recovered from trial trench and those from more intensively excavated sites, the
intensity of prehistoric activity across the evaluated area seems to be significantly
lower than that seen on the main areas of the gravel terraces slightly further to the
south, as exemplified by the excavations at Mucking, where episodic Neolithic and
early Bronze Age occupation was indicated by the very extensive lithic assemblage
and occasional pits and pit clusters that contained contemporary pottery (Evans et al.
2016).

B.4.14 The large assemblage of unworked burnt flint recovered from the cremation burials
in Trench 136 is unusual, and if further work is carried out at the site, this material
should be reconsidered in the light of any dating evidence for the burials.

Context
Sample No.

' IMultiple platform blade core
' lUnworked burnt weight (g)

' Hammerstone fragment
' lUnworked burnt count

' [Irregular waste
' Blade-like flake
' |Serrated blade

' INarrow flake
' End scraper

' IChip
NFlake

4005
4204
4406 | - | - | -
4606 |26 | - |- |- |- |- |- [-1-1-7T-
6104 | - | - |- [1 |- |- |- 1-1-1-7-
6108 | - | - |- |- |- |- |1 [- [--1-
6205 | - | - |- |- |- |- 1-1-1-1-7-
6900 | - | - |- [1 |- |- |- |- [-1-71-
6904 | - | - |- |- |- |- 11 [--1-7-
7102 | - | - |- [1 [ - |- |-1-1-1-7-
7206 | - | - | - |1

7506 | - | - |- |- |- |- |1 [-[--1-
7604 | - | - |- [1 |- |- 1-1-1-71-7-

1

1

1
—_

1

=| = |NTotal worked

N
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

N
-_—
N

=,
1
1

_A( (Rl ,
1
1
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7605 - - 11 - - - - - -2 - -
8703 - -] - - |1 - - - - -2 - -
8800 - - - - - - - - - |1 - -
8803 - |1 - - - - - - -3 -
8804 - |1 R e e - - l- - 12 |- -
9303 - |1 R N e e e e - -
9600 - - - - - - - - - -1 - -
9608 - - - - -1 R - -
9803 - - -1 R N e - -
9805 - -l -2 - - - - -2 -
10004 | - |- | - |- |- |- |- |-]|-1]-/(1]1 |1 18
10400 | - |- |- |- |- |- |1 R e - -
10405 | - | - | - | - [1 -1 -l - - - 12 |- -
10605 | - | - | - |1 R N e - -
13611 | 4 - l-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1103 780
13611 |4 | - | - | - |- |- |- |- |- 1]-|-1]- |524 183
13611 |5 | - |- |- |- |- |- |- 1]-1]-1]-/]-1160 1016
13611 | 5 S G S S - - - - |- Y 14
13611 | 6 - - - - - - - - - - - 16 23
13611 [12 | - [ - [ - |- |- |- |-1-1-1-71-/11 9
13612 (8 | - | - |1 - - -1 2
13612 | 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 118 555
13612 | 8 S G S S - - - - |- - 114 13
13612 |11 | - | - | - | - | - -] - - - |- - |54 17
13612 | 12 | - - - - - - - - - - - |92 996
13612 |12 | - | - | - | - | - - - - - |- - |24 11
13612 |15 - |- | - | - |- [-[-1]-1]-1-1-1916#6 44
13614 (10 | - | - | - | - | - |- |- [|-1]-1-/1-"/1 9
13614 |13 | - | - | - |- |- |- |- |- 1]-|-1-13 9
13614 |16 | - | - -1 1-1-1-1-12 6
14005 | - |- [1 |3 | - |- |- |-1|-1-1-14"/]- -
14206 | 14 | - - - - - - - - - - - 14 27
14206 (14 | - | - | - |- |- |- |- |- 1]-|-1]1-14 5
14805 | 2 - - - - - - - - - - - |4 29
17604 | - | - | - | - |- |- |- |-1-1-/1-71-/11 6
18200 | - | - | - |1 o N e e - -
Total 3 |2 |21 |1 2 |6 1 1 1 1 39 | 1067 3798

Table 5: Flint assemblage
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B.5 Fired Clay
By Alex Davies

B.5.1 A single piece of fired clay was found in context 18403. This is from a late Bronze
Age perforated slab/plate. The piece weighs 40g and measures 48 x 42 x 15mm. It
is from the corner of the object, surviving up to the edge of the nearest perforation.
The rim on one of the edges is a dished U-shape. The fabric includes fine-moderate
flint, very similar to the pottery sherd found in the same context. These are common
late Bronze Age finds in the lower Thames Valley/estuary (Harrison 2000).

Retention

B.5.2 The piece has future research value and should be retained.
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B.6 Ceramic Building Material
By Kirsty Smith and Cynthia Poole
Introduction and methodology

B.6.1 A modest quantity of ceramic building material (CBM) amounting to 63 fragments,
weighing 4.7kg, was recovered from Trenches 1, 5, 7, 25, 47, 76, 89, 105, 122, 142,
172 and 186. The majority of the assemblage is post-medieval in date, although six
fragments of Roman tile and one fragment of medieval tile was also recovered. The
fragments of Roman tile are heavily abraded and poorly preserved (except for two
fragments of tegula), whereas the post-medieval material has moderate abrasion,
and several larger fragments of brick are well preserved. The assemblage has a
mean fragment weight of 155g.

B.6.2 The assemblage has been fully recorded on an Excel spreadsheet in accordance
with guidelines set out by the Archaeological Ceramic Building Materials Group
(ACBMG 2007) and is summarised in Table 6. The record includes quantification and
details of fabric type, form and evidence of use/reuse (burning etc.). Fabrics were
characterised on the basis of macroscopic features supplemented by the use of x40
hand lens for finer constituents.

Roman tile

B.6.3 The Roman tile comprises two fragments of tegula roofing tile and four fragments of
flat tile, weighing 411g in total. Dating cannot be more precise than to the Roman
period for this small assemblage. These fragments were made in a variety of red/pink-
orange fine sandy fabric with mica inclusions. The two joining fragments of tegula are
worn but relatively well preserved and have a standard upper cutaway 41mm long.
These fragments were recovered from ditch 111 in Trench 1. The flange is 13.5mm
wide and had possibly been removed deliberately for reuse as a flat tile. The other
four fragments of Roman flat tile are 17-23mm thick and were recovered from pit
7606, ditch 8902 and pit 14205. These fragments have burning on one or more
surfaces, perhaps indicating reuse of the material in an oven or hearth.

B.6.4 A scrap of possible CBM or fired clay (4g) from context 7606 was made in a mauve,
coarse sandy fabric. The fragment is small and amorphous and may be a lump of
burnt natural sediment rather than deliberately formed.

Medieval CBM

B.6.5 One late medieval to early post-medieval peg tile of 14th- to 16th-century date was
recovered from Trench 186 (context 18607). This weighs 161g and measures 15mm
thick. It was made in an orange-pink sandy fabric, containing iron oxide grit inclusions.
The tile was roughly finished and has an uneven peg hole at one end that measures
12.8mm in diameter.

Post-medieval CBM
Brick

B.6.6  The post-medieval brick comprises 43 fragments (3310g) that were found in ditches
revealed in Trenches 5, 7, 25 and 122. Brick was also found in one unexcavated pit
in Trench 47. The majority of these bricks were made from an orange-red moderately
sandy fabric, apart from the brick from 4703, which is a dark brownish purple/red
colour. The inclusions within these brick fragments vary. The bricks from Trenches 7
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and 47 have black cinder, coarse flint and quartzite >5mm inclusions. The bricks from
Trenches 5, 25 and 122 were made in a distinctive fabric with cream laminations and
cream clay pellets and iron oxide grit inclusions.

B.6.7 Three bricks from contexts 504, 713 and 2508 are more complete than the others,
the first two being 55mm thick and the brick from 2508 being 66mm thick. The brick
from context 504 dates to the 17th-18th century and the brick from 713 to the 16th-
17th century. The brick from 2508 was more regularly finished with sharp arrises,
probably having been produced in a metal-lined stock mould, and dates to the 18th-
19th century. The rest of the bricks comprise amorphous fragments and could not be
dated more precisely than to the post-medieval.

Floor tile

B.6.8 Two fragments of floor tile/paviours (6479) were recovered from Trenches 5 and 105.
The unglazed brick paviour or floor tile from 504 was made in an orange sandy fabric
with cream striations and contains iron oxide grit and mica inclusions. It is 39mm thick
and has creasing along one edge and burning on the tip of one edge, suggesting
possible use as a hearth brick. This paviour dates to the 17th—18th century. The brick
paviour from context 10505 was made from an orange-pink sandy fabric containing
mica and black cinder inclusions. This paviour has a regular finish, creased edge
surface and angular arrises, possibly indicating a metal mould was used. This paviour
dates to the 18th—19th century.

Roof tile

B.6.9 Five fragments of post-medieval flat rectangular roof tile (167g), probably of peg tile
form, were recovered from Trenches 105 and 172. These were made from an orange-
pink sandy fabric with mica inclusions. The roof tile from 17209 is 13mm thick and
dates to the 16th—18th century. The fragment of tile from 10505 could not be dated
more precisely than to the post-medieval period.

Context | Spot date | Count | Weight | Form Comments
(9)
112 Roman 2 152 Tegula Tegula joining pieces (fresh
break). Standard upper cut
away 41mm long. Flange
(13.5mm wide) removed
possibly for reuse. Thickness

25mm
504 c17-18 1 333 Brick paviour | Unglazed floor tile with
or floor tile creasing along the edge and

burning on tip of one edge.
Thickness 39mm

504 c17-18 1 413 Brick Brick — similar date to floor tile
in 504. Three surfaces.
Thickness 55mm

504 Post- 5 6 Unknown Five small frags of unknown
medieval type with burning on the
surface (burnt grey) probably
part of the floor tile

710 Post- 13 221 Brick Amorphous frags of brick with
medieval chalk inclusions
712 Post- 8 442 Brick Amorphous frags of brick with
medieval chalk grit and flint pebbles
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Context | Spot date | Count | Weight | Form Comments
(9)

713 c 16-17 2 629 Brick Two bricks (part of). Two
surfaces on each. Thickness
55mm

2508 c 18-19 2 1128 Brick Two bricks (part of). Regular

angles — metal lined stock
mould? Three surfaces.
Thickness 66mm

4703 Post- 1 251 Brick Brick with pebble inclusions,
medieval one surface
7606 Roman 2 64 Flat tile Burning on lower surface and
underfired. Thickness 22mm
7606 Undated 1 4 Indeterminate | Amorphous frag — uncertain
CBM/FC/stone?
8903 Roman 1 91 Flat tile burning on base and the

broken edge suggest reuse.
Thickness 17mm

10505 Post- 1 8 Roof: flat
medieval
10505 c18-19 1 314 Brick paviour | Creased surface. Angular
edges — metal mould. Two
surfaces. Thickness 49mm
12203 Post- 16 226 Brick Amorphous frags of brick with
medieval iron oxide inclusions
14206 Roman 1 104 Flat tile underfired, base missing.
Burning on upper surface and
heat discoloured. Thickness
23mm
17209 c 16-18 4 159 Roof: flat Flat tile, red with grey/red core.
Thickness 13mm
18607 c 14-16 1 161 Roof: peg Peg hole uneven (12.8mm

diameter). Rough finish.
Broken edge worn to a bevel
on one corner — reused.
Thickness 15mm

Table 6: Ceramic building material assemblage
Conclusions

B.6.10 The assemblage is moderate in size and the material is fragmentary but includes a
few larger fragments of post-medieval brick and brick paviour.

B.6.11 The amount of Roman tile is very small, especially when compared to the amount of
Roman pottery recovered. The tile occurred as a sparse scatter across the site in
Trenches 1, 76, 89 and 142, coinciding with the occurrence of Roman pottery, which
spanned the late Iron Age and Roman periods but with the main emphasis on the
middle Roman period. The flat tile shows signs of burning, which suggests reuse of
the material in oven or hearth structures, as does the deflanging of the tegula. The
Roman CBM is moderately to heavily abraded, suggesting the material may have
undergone several episodes of disturbance and redeposition before reaching its final
place of deposition. The small quantity of Roman tile recovered compared to pottery
is perhaps surprising, as by the middle Roman period one might expect some surplus
tile to have been filtering down to lower status settlements. It suggests that the site
may have had no direct links to a higher status settlement, such as a villa, from which
disused tile could have been obtained.
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B.6.12 The majority of the assemblage is post-medieval in date. The earliest item is a peg
tile of 14th- to 16th-century date found in Trench 186, located in the south-eastern
part of the site and south of Stanford Road.

B.6.13 The post-medieval CBM was found at a number of foci across the site. Half of the
material recovered was found in Trenches 5 and 7, plus a smaller group from Trench
25, all of which were located in the north-eastern block of the site, bounded by
Stanford Road (A1013), Brentwood Road and Rectory Road. Trenches 47 and 105
were located in the western part of the site and north of Stanford Road and south of
the A13. Trench 122 was located to the south of Stanford Road and west of Hornsby
Lane. Trench 172 was located in the eastern part of the site and south of Stanford
Road. These trenches rarely produced more than a single item each (the fragments
from Trench 122 probably represent a single shattered brick fragment). Later 19th-
century Ordnance Survey maps indicate a number of farms and cottages stood along
Stanford Road and Hornsby Lane. It is possible that the post-medieval brick and tile
originated from some of these farms and cottages and that concentrated in Trenches
5 and 7 possibly relates to a building of 17th-century date in the vicinity. Elsewhere
the post-medieval CBM may represent casual loss, most probably dispersed by
agricultural activity.

Recommendations

B.6.14 The assemblage provides some supplementary dating evidence for the contexts. This
assemblage has limited intrinsic research value except perhaps some tentative
association with post-medieval buildings in the locality.

B.6.15 In general, the archive record together with any items recommended for retention
should be sufficient in any wider research encompassing the site or the material. A
small selection of diagnostic pieces providing a representative sample of fabrics and
forms should be retained as indicated in the archive record. Other material may be
discarded upon completion of the project prior to archiving.
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B.7 Metals
By Anni Byard
Introduction and methodology

B.7.1 A total of 65 metal objects (572.4g) were recovered during the evaluation (Table 7).
This comprises 64 iron objects (570.5g) and one copper alloy object (1.9g) collected
from six contexts across six trenches. Most of the artefacts are of later post-medieval
or modern date, while three objects may date to the Roman period.

B.7.2  All the metalwork was scanned during the present assessment and, where possible,
century or broad period dates were assigned. Objects were quantified by type count
and weight by context and were recorded on an Excel spreadsheet.

Context | Material | Count | Weight | Object | Date Description
(9)

6804 Fe 10 300 Vessel? | PM/ Mod | Six refitting fragments of a
bucket hoop, probably
from the top of the bucket.
Four small, loose
fragments. Probably 19th-
early 20th century

10505 Leather/ | 1 445 Shoe PM/ Mod | Leather boot heal with
Fe hobnails.
10505 Fe 4 53.5 Chain? | PM/ Mod | Four loops / links,

corroded together, plus
one loose, incomplete
possible oval link.

10505 Fe 1 27.7 PM/ Mod | Heavily corroded rod(s).
Uncertain function

10505 Fe 2 12.6 PM/ Mod | Heavily corroded iron
fragments including a
possible nail

13403 Fe 38 Vessel? | PM/ Mod | 38 fragments of thin iron

sheet. Two pieces have
been rolled to create a

hollow 'rim'.

13903 Cualloy |1 1.9 Coin Roman Very worn and corroded
probable radiate. AD 260—
296. SF 1

13903 Fe 1 6.9 Roman? | Corroded sheet fragment

13903 Fe 1 21.9 Roman? | Curved bar

17209 Fe 1 32.5 Ring PM/ Mod | Flat, circular iron ring,

uneven width and uneven
central circular hole. SF 2.
Washer-like object,
uncertain function.
Probable PM /Mod

17209 Fe 1 11 Nail Encrusted short
rectangular rod, probably
a nail shank

19203 Fe 1 211 Rod Sub-rectangular-

sectioned rod or bar,
131mm length. Uncertain
function
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Context | Material | Count | Weight | Object | Date Description
(9)

19203 Fe 1 22 Rod Tapering rod of
rectangular section, bent.
165mm length. Uncertain

function

19203 Fe 1 6.6 Nail U-shaped staple, 40mm
length.

19203 Fe 1 10.2 Nail PM? Rectangular shank with

square head

Table 7: Description of metalwork by context
Discussion

B.7.3 The metalwork assemblage comprises mostly fragmentary iron objects of later post-
medieval or modern date, generally dating to the 19th or early 20th centuries. The
single copper alloy object is a Roman coin of probable later 3rd-century date.

B.7.4 Notable finds include a bucket hoop of six refitting pieces from Trench 68 (context
6804). The hoop is formed of an iron band approximately 34mm deep with a folded
over section on one edge, which is probably the rim of the vessel. This fold creates
an internal lip that may have secured wooden staves. No rivet holes are visible on
initial inspection. The reassembled hoop has a diameter of 200mm.

B.7.5 Trench 105 produced the largest amount of metalwork, comprising eight objects. This
includes the remains of a leather boot heel (context 10505). Of probable 19th-century
date, the heel comprises three layered pieces of leather, with no obvious stitching
holes. The heel retains ten hobnails, of which all heads are broken and missing. The
hobnail arrangement appears random. The lack of stitch holes through the leather
could suggest adhesive, an early 20th-century development; however, the sole could
also have been nailed through to the upper, a technique developed from the 1860s.

B.7.6 A collection of four loops or possible chain rings/links were recovered from the same
context. These are all corroded into one mass. It is uncertain whether any loops inter-
link. The form of link could date anywhere from the Roman period to the modern era,
although the latter is more likely. They may be harness related.

B.7.7  The remaining three iron objects from Trench 105 (context 10505) are corroded rod
fragments, including a possible nail stem.

B.7.8 Trench 139 yielded two iron objects: a curved bar and a corroded sheet fragment of
uncertain date. The copper alloy coin recovered from this trench is extremely worn
and corroded but is probably a radiate issue of the later 3rd century AD (¢ AD 260—-
96). All these objects were recovered from context 13903.

B.7.9  The remaining objects comprise a rod section flat iron ring (possibly a large washer-
like object) from Trench 172 and two rod sections, a U-staple and a nail with square
head from Trench 192. The staple and nail are likely to be of post-medieval or modern
date.

Recommendations regarding the conservation, discard, and
retention of material

B.7.10 The assemblage is small and generally of modern date. The objects of probable
Roman date from Trench 139 should be retained, as should the bucket hoop from
Trench 68. The leather shoe fragment and chain links from Trench 10505 should be
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retained, but the remaining objects from this trench are of little value and have been
fully recorded so could be discarded, as could the rest of the assemblage.
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B.8 oGlass
By Anni Byard
Introduction and methodology

B.8.1 A total of 17 shards of glass (145.4g) were recovered from four contexts from four
trenches (Table 8). The assemblage is generally of 19th- or early 20th-century date.

B.8.2 The glass was scanned during the present assessment and, where possible, century
or broad period dates were assigned. Shards were quantified by count and weight by
context and were recorded on an Excel spreadsheet.

Context | Count | Weight (g) | Object | Date Description

6205 5 16.4 Bottle | 19/20th C Shards from the same light green
wine bottle. Probably later 19th /
20th century

12203 1 341 Bottle | 18th/19th C | Basal / heel rim shard from a dark
green probable wine bottle.

13404 2 30 Bottle | 19thC Bulbous neck shard from a 19th
century cylinder bottle. Dark olive
green.

19203 6 52 Bottle | 19/20th C Body shards from a dark olive-

green wine bottle. Probably
moulded. One fragment appears
knapped.

19203 2 10.5 Bottle | 19/20th C Two body shards of clear glass,
small milk bottle or similar. The
larger fragment appears to have
been knapped.

19203 1 2.4 Query | 19/20th C Thick, light aqua blue clear
curved shard. Thickness of glass
(5mm) suggests later 20th
century.

Table 8: Description of glass assemblage by context

B.8.3  Most of the glass comprises wine bottle fragments of olive-green hue. A basal or heel
rim shard in a dark green glass with surface weathering is from a wine bottle of later
18th-, but more likely, 19th-century date. This appears to be the earliest fragment
recovered during the evaluation.

B.8.4  Of note are two shards from Trench 192 (context 19203). In a collection of nine shards
from this context, two pieces display probable knapping. This suggests that the
fragments were reutilised after their original disposal. Knapped glass of late post-
medieval/modern date is recorded from other 18th- and 19th-century sites in the UK
(in particular east London), as well as in indigenous communities at historic sites in
Australia and America.

Recommendations regarding the conservation, discard, and
retention of material

B.8.5 Further research and investigation are needed into the glass objects to ascertain if
they have been intentionally knapped or if the flaking is a product of some other factor.
Should they prove to have been knapped, they should be illustrated and published in
a suitable publication and retained.
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B.8.6 The glass not associated with the knapped fragments has been recorded. It is of
modern date and offers little potential to inform subsequent works, so it could be
discarded.
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B.9 Worked Stone
By Ruth Shaffrey

B.9.1  Atotal of eight pieces of stone were retained and submitted for analysis. These were
examined with a x10 magnification hand lens for signs of use. Worked or utilised
items were recorded and details entered into a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet.

B.9.2 Two fragments of Mayen lava, weighing 53g, were recovered from contexts 14307.
These are too degraded for anything to be said about their form, but as Mayen lava
is only known to have been imported for use as rotary querns, it is assumed that this
was their function. It is likely that they are of Roman date because these were first
introduced to Britain at the time of the Roman conquest in AD 43 and were widely
used thereafter, but Saxon or medieval dates are also possible.

B.9.3 A single whetstone was recovered from context 8903. This is made of a grey schist
known as Norwegian Rag. Norwegian Rag was the stone type most commonly used
for whetstones in Britain from the 9th century AD onwards (Hansen 2009). It is not
found in Roman contexts.

Recommendations

B.9.4  All the unworked and/or burnt stone can be discarded, but the lava fragments and
whetstone should be retained in case of future geochemical or petrographic analysis.

LOWER THAMES CROSSING ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT LAND PARCELS 3 (NORTH), 30 AND 35
LTC30EV_EVALUATION_REPORT_V1.1_SL_FINAL

DATE PUBLISHED - 01/02/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 173

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032 Page 174 of 245
Rev: P01



Appendix C Environmental Reports

C.1 Environmental Samples
By Richard Palmer
Introduction

C.1.1  Twenty-six bulk samples were collected as part of the evaluation, primarily for the
retrieval and assessment of charred plant remains (CPR) and the recovery of bones
and artefacts.

Method

C.1.2 The samples were processed in their entirety at Oxford Archaeology using a modified
Siraf-type water flotation machine. The flots were collected in a 250um mesh and
residues in a 500um mesh and dried. The residue fractions were sorted by eye and
with the aid of a magnet, while the flot material was sorted using a low power (x10)
binocular microscope to extract cereal grains and chaff, smaller seeds and other
quantifiable remains.

Results
C.1.3 Sample summary and flot abundance data is presented in Table 9.

C.1.4 Trench 33. Sample 1 from fill 3304 of ditch 3303 produced a modest flot. Most of the
material has surface concretions, but identification was still possible in most cases.
The grain is often fragmented and consists of wheat (Triticum sp.) and possible oat
(cf. Avena sp.). Charred goosefoot seeds are also present (Chenopodium sp.), and
the recovered glume bases have spelt-like characteristics (Triticum spelta). Roman
pottery was recovered from the residue.

C.1.5 Trench 46. Sample 26 from fill 4606 of ditch 4605 produced a large flot. The charcoal
includes some ring porous fragments and roundwood in the form of twig fragments.
Most of the grain is wheat, with a little oat also present. Many legumes of various
sizes were also recovered, the largest being about 4mm, and are probably a mix of
vetches. A bedstraw seed (Galium sp.) was also identified. A little burnt flint was
extracted from the residue.

C.1.6  Trench 76. Sample 25 from fill 7604 of pit 7614 produced a large flot. Some of the
charcoal fragments are >10mm in size, and multiple species are present in the
assemblage. Grain includes barley (Hordeum vulgare) and possible wheat. Anglo-
Saxon pottery, fired clay and burnt stone were recovered from the residue.

C.1.7 Trench 102. Sample 22 from fill 10205 of pit 10203 produced a flot consisting of a
small quantity of charcoal. Possible Iron Age pottery was recovered from the residue.

C.1.8 Trench 113. Sample 3 from fill 11303 of pit 11302 produced a flot consisting of a
small quantity of charcoal. No artefacts were recovered from the residue.

C.1.9 Trench 136. The bulk of the samples from this site were collected as spits through
three cremation burial cuts encountered in this trench.

C.1.10 Eight samples were collected from cremation 13609 (samples 8, 11, 12, 15, 18, 20,
21, 24). Eight of them were from fill 13612, which includes spits through the cremation
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burial and the surrounding material. Sample 21 was from fill 13615, comprising
material underlying the cremation deposit. Charcoal was recovered from all samples,
some of which is ring porous, and occasional speedwell seeds (Veronica sp.) are
also present. Calcined bone was recovered from all residues except 20 and 21, and
burnt flint was present in multiple residues.

C.1.11 Four samples were collected from cremation burial 13610 (samples 4-7), all from fill
13611. Sample 4 was a 50L bulk sample, so the standard 40L was processed as laid
out in the method section, with the excess 10L being wet sieved to 500um to enable
recovery of bones and artefacts. Samples 4, 5 and 6 produced large quantities of
charcoal, with a wheat fragment also recovered from sample 5. Calcined bone and
burnt flint were recovered from the residues of samples 4, 5 and 6, with no artefacts
present in the residue from sample 7.

C.1.12 Six samples were collected from cremation burial 13613 (samples 10, 13, 16, 17, 19,
23), all from fill 13614. Charcoal was recovered from all samples, some of which is
ring porous, and speedwell seeds are present in several. Calcined bone was
recovered from the residues of all samples except sample 19, and burnt flint was
recovered from several residues.

C.1.13 Trench 142. Sample 14 from fill 14206 of pit 14205 produced a large flot. A significant
portion of the charcoal is roundwood in the form of twig fragments, some up to 8mm
in diameter and 4-5cm in length. The grain is a mixture of wheat and barley, with
wheat glume bases and barley rachis also recovered. The weed assemblage includes
dock seeds (Rumex sp.) and a number of small Fabaceae, likely vetches. Burnt flint,
pottery and fired clay were recovered from the residue. The deposit is dated to the
middle Roman period.

C.1.14 Trench 143. Sample 9 from fill 14310 of ditch 14309 produced a modest flot. The
main component of the flot is a terrestrial mollusc assemblage. Bone and slag were
recovered from the residue.

C.1.15 Trench 148. Sample 2 from fill 14805 of pit 14804 produced a poor flot. All material
is <2mm in size, with a speedwell seed and some small vetch fragments being
identified. Burnt flint and fired clay were recovered from the residue. The feature is
dated to the early Roman period.

Discussion

C.1.16 Ingeneral, there is good potential for the recovery of charred material on site. Material
from ditches 3303, 4605 and pit 14205 are all good candidates for further analysis
and will contribute to the final narrative for the site. There are also viable samples
from each of the cremation cuts that can undergo further analysis for species
identification. Twig roundwood in several samples offer opportunities for 14C dating,
should it be required.
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1 3304 | 3303 |RB 40 50 | ++ +++ | 4 | ++ 10YR 5/2 silty
clay
2 14805 | 14804 | ERB | 3 5 + + 7.5YR 4/4 sandy
clay loam
3 11303 | 11302 16 25 | ++ 10YR 4/4 sandy
silt loam
4 13611 | 13610 40 200 | ++++ + 7.5YR 3/2 sandy
silt loam
5 13611 | 13610 35 150 | ++++ | + 7.5YR 3/2 sandy
silt loam
6 13611 | 13610 10 25 | +++ 7.5YR 3/2 sandy
silt loam
7 13611 | 13610 10 5 + 7.5YR 3/2 sandy
silt loam
8 13612 | 13609 40 200 | ++++ ++ 7.5YR 3/4 silt
loam
9 14310 | 14309 40 50 | ++ +++ 7.5YR 4/6 loamy
sand
10 | 13614 | 13613 4 50 | +++ + 10YR 3/3 sandy
silt loam
11 | 13612 | 13609 30 150 | ++++ + 10YR 3/3 sandy
silt loam
12 | 13612 | 13609 30 200 | ++++ + 10YR 3/4 sandy
silt loam
13 | 13614 | 13613 5 25 | +++ 10YR 4/4 sandy
silt loam
14 | 14206 | 14205 | LIA— | 18 210 | ++++ | ++ + +++ 7.5YR 3/2 sandy
MRB loam
15 | 13612 | 13609 20 50 | +++ + 10YR 3/4 sandy
silt loam
16 | 13614 | 13613 8 20 | ++ + 7.5YR 4/4 sandy
silt loam
17 | 13614 | 13613 5 5 ++ 7.5YR 4/4 sandy
silt loam
18 | 13612 | 13609 5 10 | ++ 10YR 3/3 sandy
silt loam
19 | 13614 | 13613 4 5 + + + 10YR 4/6 sandy
silt loam
20 | 13612 | 13609 3 10 | ++ + 7.5YR 3/4 sand
21 | 13615 | 13609 10 10 |+ + 10YR 4/3 sandy
silt loam
22 | 10205 | 10203 | IA 18 25 | ++ 7.5YR 5/4 silty
clay loam
23 | 13614 | 13613 8 10 | + + 7.5YR 4/6 sand
24 | 13612 | 13609 20 10 | ++ + 7.5YR 4/6 sand
25 | 7604 | 7614 | LIA- | 36 375 | ++++ | ++ + 7.5YR 4/4 loamy
MRB/ sand
Sax
26 | 4606 | 4605 38 100 | ++++ | ++++ + +++ | 10YR 4/3 loamy
sand

Key: +=present (up to 5 items), ++=frequent (5-25), +++=common (25-100), ++++=abundant (100+)
Table 9: Assessment of bulk samples
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C.2 Animal Bone

By Rebecca Nicholson
Introduction and methodology

C.2.1  An estimated total of 139 animal bone fragments (number taking into account refitting
fragments that are scored as one bone), weighing 603g, was recovered from the site
(Table 10Error! Reference source not found.Error! Reference source not
found.), all of which was collected by hand. Features on the site were dated based
on associated ceramic finds, most of which were Roman, medieval or post-medieval
in date. The animal bone was collected from 18 contexts recorded across Trenches
5,42,43,72,90, 104, 112, 114, 122, 142, 143, 172 and 186.

C.2.2 The animal bone was recorded in full, with the aid of the Oxford Archaeology skeletal
reference collection and standard identification guides, using a diagnostic zone
system (Serjeantson 1996). Bone condition was recorded on a semi-quantitative
scale of 1 (as fresh) to 5 (extremely poor, corroded and crumbly). Where condition
was difficult to score (eg burnt bone and teeth), condition was recorded as 0. No
bones were suitable for measurement; any complete or nearly complete bones were
from young animal(s) with unfused bones. Tooth wear was recorded following Grant
(1982). Full records will be lodged with the site archive.

Description

C.2.3 Bone preservation varies depending on trench and period but, if considered by the
number of fragments exhibiting each condition, then is typically fair—good (condition
2-3). This is, however, skewed by the presence of a partially complete and well-
preserved foetal calf from 11207. The bone from contexts 9003, 10403 and 10405
are extremely eroded (condition 5), and only fragments of tooth enamel were
recovered from 4312. No burnt bone was recovered. A mole (Talpa europaea)
humerus from 14310 is in extremely good condition and is very probably intrusive, as
is a small mammal metapodial from 7206.

C.2.4 Notable elements of the assemblage include the partially complete foetal calf from
ditch fill 11207. The majority of bone fragments are post-cranial, some of the head,
including the mandible and maxilla, is missing. All epiphyses are unfused, and there
is one example where metacarpal/metatarsal lll and IV have not yet fused together.
This burial accounts for 14 of the identified bones, as well as an estimated 45
indeterminate fragments. Two large mammal cervical vertebrae from animals of
different sizes were also recovered from the same context.

C.2.5 Nobones were butchered, and no pathologies were observed. A loose cattle M3 tooth
from context 4208 is at Grant’s (1982) wear stage k, equating to an elderly/senile
animal (Halstead 1985, 219).

Conclusions

C.2.6  Animal bone is clearly present on site in the areas excavated, but it is possible that
the calf from context 11207 is of later date than the ceramics within the fill, since the
bone is fairly well-preserved despite being immature.
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504 1 1
4208 ¢ 13th— 1 1
15th
4312 7 7
7206 1 1
9003 1 1
10403 | Roman 1 1
10405 50* 50
11207 | Roman 14 2 45* 61
11403 10 10
12203 1 1
14204 1 1
14310 1 1
17205 | EM 2 2
Roman
18607 1 1
Total 17 | 1 1 1 4 12 1 102 139

*= small fragments, estimated number

Table 10: Animal bone assemblage, number of fragments by context and taxon

Recommendations regarding the conservation, disposal or
retention of material

C.2.7 The bone assemblage is small and has been recorded in full. Retention in the archive
is not considered to be a priority.
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C.3 Human Remains
By Helen Webb
Introduction and provenance

C.3.1  All deposits were recovered, processed and analysed in accordance with published
guidelines (McKinley 2004).

C.3.2 The human bone recovered from the archaeological evaluation at land bordering the
A13 at Orsett, Essex (LTC3020), comprised three unurned deposits of cremated
bone (13611 from pit 13610, 13612 from pit 13609 and 13614 from pit 13613). A
small quantity of bone was also recovered from the primary fill (13615, sample 21) of
pit 13609. This clearly originated from overlying deposit 13612, thus it is therefore
included with this deposit.

C.3.3 All three pits, which were closely adjacent to one another, were revealed within the
south-eastern half of Trench 136. Immediately to the south-east of the cremation
features were NE-SW aligned gully 13603 and ditch 13605.

C.3.4 The largest of the three pits was 13610 (containing deposit 13611). This feature was
roughly oval, measuring 1.10m in width with a depth of 0.20m. Deposit 13611
comprised a dark brown, loose clay-sand with charcoal, as well as fired flint
fragments. Heat-affected natural was noted on the south-west edge of the feature.

C.3.5 Pit 13613, the smallest of the three pits, measured 0.34m by 0.26m, with a depth of
0.09m. The fill (13614) comprised a soft, dark grey-black (charcoal-rich) sandy silt
with frequent burnt bone. Pit 13609, immediately adjacent to the south-east of 13613,
measured 0.87m by 0.65m, with a depth of 0.20m. This pit contained very dark grey-
brown clayey sand, with occasional burnt flint/stone fragments and frequent charcoal.
During excavation it was not clear, initially, that 13609 and 13613 were separate
features, the upper fills (13612 and 13614) being mixed on the surface.

C.3.6  All three of the pits were affected by plough truncation and this was probably the
cause of the mixing of deposits 13612 and 13614. The features also suffered slight
machine truncation.

C.3.7 None of the cremation deposits yielded dating evidence, nor was any dating evidence
recovered from the adjacent gully/ditch features, thus all remain undated.

Methodology

C.3.8 All deposits were recovered, processed and analysed in accordance with published
guidelines (McKinley 2004).

C.3.9 The deposits were subject to whole earth recovery in the field, before being
processed and analysed. Each feature was excavated in a series of spits, but for the
purposes of analysis the spit-data was combined for each deposit. It should be noted
here that the mixed material from the initial excavation of deposits 13612 and 13614
(prior to them being identified as separate features) was treated entirely separately
from the rest of the deposits.

C.3.10 Processing involved wet sieving the deposits, which sorted them into fractions of
>10mm, 10—4mm, 4-2mm and 2-0.5mm. The >10mm and 10-4mm sieve fractions
were fully sorted, separating the burnt bone from the extraneous material (e.g.
stones). It was not viable to fully sort the 4-2mm fractions (some of the 4—2mm
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material from deposits 13612 and 13614 were sorted). Instead, a sample from each
of these unsorted fractions was sorted and the percentage bone weight calculated.
These percentages were then applied to the total weights of the unsorted samples to
give an estimated bone weight for each. These estimated bone weights were as
follows: 158.7g (deposit 13611); 63.3g (deposit 13612, in addition to 5.9g sorted);
20.89g (deposit 13614, in addition to 2.3g sorted); 34.4g (mixed deposit 13612/13614).
These estimated weights are included in the total weights presented below.

C.3.11 The smallest fraction sizes (2-0.5mm) were not sorted but were rapidly scanned for
identifiable skeletal remains and artefacts. Estimations of the proportions of bone
present within the 2—0.5mm fractions were made visually and are noted in the results
below.

C.3.12 All bone was analysed to record colour, weight and maximum fragment size. Total
bone weights presented do not included bone from the 2—0.5mm fraction but do
include the weight estimates calculated for the 4—2mm fractions.

C.3.13 Each sieve fraction was examined for identifiable bone elements and the presence
of pyre and/or grave goods. The minimum number of individuals (MNI) present was
estimated based on the identification of repeated elements and/or the presence of
juvenile and adult bones in the same deposit. Estimations of age were based on the
development stage of tooth roots (Moorrees et al 1963; AlQahtani 2009),
observations of completely fused epiphyses (Scheuer and Black 2000) and, more
generally, the overall size/morphology of identified bones. No indicators of sex were
identified.

Results
C.3.14 Full details of the osteological analysis are available in the archive.

C.3.15 A summary of the osteological findings for each deposit is presented in Table 11.
Because it was not possible to ascertain how much of the material comprising mixed
deposits 13612 and 13614 came from each deposit, the data for the mixed material
is presented separately.
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head frag), distal hand phalanx,
femur, tibia, fibula, distal foot phalanx

Context >10mm | 10-4mm | *4-2mm | Total Maximum Identified elements Colour MNI, age, sex
weight* | fragment
size
13611 375.2g 310.2g 158.7g 844 .1¢g 62mm Skull vault, temporal frags (inc. White 100% MNI = 1
(44.4%) | (36.7%) | (18.8%) | (100%) (femur shaft) | petrous), maxilla, mandible, tooth Adult/adolescent
roots, ribs, vertebral body/arch frags, (>13 yrs)
humerus, radius, ulna, hand phalanx ?sex
(prox), innominate, femur, patella,
tibia, fibula
**13612 310.7g 168.0g 69.2g 547.9¢g 61mm Skull vault, maxilla, vertebral arch White 99% MNI = 1
(56.7%) | (30.7%) | (12.6%) | (100%) (?tibia shaft) | frags, sacrum, ribs, humerus, radius, | Grey 1% Adult/adolescent
ulna, carpal frag, hand phalanges, (>13 yrs)
innominate, femur, patella, tibia, ?sex
fibula, lateral cuneiform, metatarsal
frags, foot sesamoid
13614 49.99 44.79 23.1g 117.79 47mm Skull vault, loose sutural ossicle, White 100% MNI = 1
(42.4%) | (38.0%) | (19.6%) | (100%) (clavicle) temporal bone, maxilla, mandible Adult/adolescent
(inc. L + R ramus, condyle frag), (>13 yrs)
vertebral arch frags (inc. cervical ?sex
vertebra), ribs, clavicle
Mixed deposit | 81.8g 113.2g 34 .49 229.49g 50mm Skull vault, temporal bone (inc. White 100% MNI = 1
(upper (35.7%) | (49.3%) | (15.0%) | (100%) (?humerus petrous frag), maxilla, tooth roots (at Adult/adolescent
portions of shaft) least x4 teeth), vertebral arch frags, (>13 yrs)
13612/13614) ribs, scapulam humerus, radius (inc. ?sex

*All 4—2mm and total weights include the estimated 4—-2mm weights (see Methods)

**Weights for 13612 include the small quantity of bone from primary fill 13615 (4—2mm only)

Table 11: Summary of osteological findings
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C.3.16

C.3.17

C.3.18

C.3.19

C.3.20

C.3.21

C.3.22

Bone weights

At 844 .1g, the total weight of deposit 13611 falls well below the expected range for
modern cremation deposits (1000-2400g, with an average of 1650g, McKinley 2000,
269). However, it does fall within the range for archaeologically recovered cremation
deposits (600-900g, McKinley 2013, 154). It should be reiterated here that the
deposit was affected by plough truncation, as well as probable slight machine
truncation, and it is not known how much of the deposit may have been lost.

Discrete deposit 13612 totalled 547.9g, whilst discrete deposit 13614 weighed just
117.79. The mixed deposit, comprising a combination of the upper fills of 13612 and
13614, totalled 229.4g. As noted above, it was not possible discriminate between
material from 13612 and 13614 within the mixed deposit, thus the total weights of
each remain inconclusive. Furthermore, these features were also subject to plough,
and probably also machine, truncation.

Fragmentation

In all three deposits, as well as the mixed material from 13612/13614, the largest
proportions of bone were from the >10mm fractions. In deposit 13611, 44.4% of the
total weight comprised fragments that were >10mm, compared with 56.7% in deposit
13612, 42.4% in deposit 13614 and 35.7% in mixed deposit 13612/13614. The
smallest proportions of bone in all deposits, came from the 4-2mm fractions (18.8%
in 13611, 12.6% in 13612, 19.6% in 13614 and 15.0% in the mixed material from
13612/13614).

The largest bone fragments from each deposit were a 62mm length of femur shaft
(13611), a 61mm length of probable tibia shaft (13612), a clavicle fragment
measuring 47mm (13614) and a probable humerus shaft fragment measuring 50mm
(mixed deposit 13612/13614).

The unsorted 2—0.5mm residues all contained low, or very low, quantities of bone.
Based on visual assessment, the estimated bone content (by volume) ranged from ¢
1% (discrete deposits 13612 and 13614, and mixed material from 13612/13614) to
5% (deposit 13611).

Skeletal Representation

Table 12 outlines the bone weights per skeletal region (skull, axial, upper limb, lower
limb) as well as the unidentified bone weight, per deposit.

Element/Context | 13611 13612 13614 Mixed deposit
(13612/13614)
Skull 150.09 (17.8%) | 0.69 (0.1%) 66.59 (566.5%) | 23.1g (10.1%)
Axial 27.99 (3.3%) 23.3g (4.3%) 3.39 (2.8%) 3.0g (1.3%)
Upper limb 58.5g (6.9%) 66.69 (12.2%) | 3.29 (2.7%) 28.29 (12.3%)
Lower limb 112.59 (13.3%) | 111.89 (20.4%) | / (0%) 15.99 (6.9%)
Total identified 348.99 (41.3%) | 202.3g (36.9g) | 73.0g (62.0%) | 70.2g (30.6%)
Unidentified 495.29 (58.7%) | 345.69 (63.1%) | 44.79 (38.0%) | 159.2g (69.4%)
Total 844.1g (100%) | 547.99g (100%) | 117.7g (100%) | 229.4g (100%)

Table 12: Bone weights per body region

Of the total weight, 41.3% (348.99) of deposit 13611 could be identified to skeletal
element. Skull fragments, including cranial vault, temporal bone fragments (including
a petrous fragment), maxilla, mandible, tooth roots, made up 17.8% of the total bone
weight, or 43% (150.0g9/348.99), of the identified bone weight. Skull fragments often
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make up a significant proportion of identified bone weights because they are easily
identifiable, even amongst the smaller fractions. Lower limb bone fragments,
including innominate, femur, patella, tibia and fibula fragments, made up the next
largest proportion of identified bone (13.3% of the total deposit weight, or 32.2%
(112.59/348.99) of the identified bone). Upper limb bone fragments (humerus, radius
and ulna fragments, and a proximal hand phalanx) and axial bone fragments (ribs
and vertebral body/arch fragments) made up far smaller proportions of the identified
bone (16.8% (58.59/348.9g) and 8.0% (27.99/348.9g) respectively). Axial bone
fragments often make up only a small proportion of the total bone weight, not only
because they weigh proportionally less within a complete skeleton, but because they
are made up largely of trabecular (spongy) bone, which does not survive as well in
the burial environment. Unidentified bone fragments made up over half (58.7%) of
the total weight of the deposit, and almost 30% of the unidentified bone comprised
unidentified long bone fragments, a common finding in archaeological cremation
deposits.

C.3.23 The distribution of bone by skeletal region within deposits 13612 and 13614 is
interesting. Whilst the mixing of the upper parts of these deposits precludes any firm
conclusions to be made regarding the proportions of bone per skeletal region (i.e.
because it is unclear how much of each skeletal region identified within the mixed
material relates to either deposit 13612 or deposit 13614), it is notable that only a
very small quantity of skull fragments (including cranial vault and maxilla) was
identified in discrete deposit 13612 (0.6g, making up 0.1% (0.69/547.99) of the total
weight, or 0.3% (0.69/202.39g) of the identified bone weight). Conversely, the majority
of the identified bone in discrete deposit 13614 actually comprised skull fragments
(66.5g, making up 56.5% (66.59/117.7g) of the total weight, or 87.5% (66.5g/73.0g)
of the identified bone weight). These included cranial vault fragments, a loose sutural
ossicle, temporal bone fragments, maxilla and mandible fragments (including left and
right ramus, and a condyle fragment). Further, the identified bone from deposit 13612
largely comprised lower limb bone fragments (111.8g, making up 20.4%
(111.89/547.9g) of the total weight, or 55.3% (111.89/202.3g) of the identified bone
weight), including femur, patella, tibia and fibula fragments, a partial lateral cuneiform,
metatarsal fragments and a probable foot sesamoid. No lower limb bone fragments
were identified in 13614 at all. All skeletal regions were represented within the mixed
material from deposits 13612 and 13614.

Colour of the cremated bone

C.3.24 The colour of cremated bone reflects the degree of oxidation and is thus an indication
of the efficiency of the cremation, in terms of the quantity of fuel used to build the
pyre, the temperature attained in various parts of the pyre, and the length of time over
which the cremation was undertaken (McKinley 2004, 11). Colour may range from
brown/orange (unburnt), to black (charred: ¢ 300°C), through hues of blue and grey
(incompletely oxidised, up to ¢ 600°C) to white (fully oxidised, >600°C) (ibid.).

C.3.25 The burnt bone from all deposits was completely white (calcined), with the exception
of a few fragments (¢ 1%) in deposit 13612, which were light grey in colour. Amongst
the grey coloured fragments was a distal hand phalanx.

Demography

C.3.26 Inthe absence of any obvious repeated elements, the minimum number of individuals
(MNI) represented in each deposit was one.
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C.3.27 In all three discrete deposits (13611, 13612, 13614), the size, thickness and
morphology of the bones was in keeping with adult, or possibly adolescent, remains.
although there were no precise indicators of age. In deposit 13611 and mixed deposit
13612/13614 a number of tooth roots were observed. Most of these were
incomplete/fragmented, and therefore unidentified, but where the apices were
observable, these were all complete. No more precise indicators of age were present
within the deposits, nor were there any indicators of sex.

Pathology and non-metric traits

C.3.28 Non-metric traits are minor anomalies of skeletal anatomy that may be
environmentally or genetically induced (Mays 1998; Tyrrell 2000). The only non-
metric trait observed was a loose sutural ossicle within deposit 13614. Some
variations in the sutures of the skull, such as lambdoid ossicles, have been proven to
be under significant genetic control (Torgersen 1951a; 1951b; 1954; Sjegvold 1987).

C.3.29 No lesions of pathology were observed.
Pyre/grave goods

C.3.30 No evidence for pyre or grave goods was identified within any of the deposits.
Discussion

C.3.31 The human bone assemblage comprised three unurned cremation deposits (13611,
13612, 13614) from earth-cut pits, as well as a deposit collected separately,
comprising the mixed upper fills of deposits 13612 and 13614. All deposits were
undated.

C.3.32 Each of the deposits had an MNI of one, and in all cases the remains were in keeping
with adult, or possibly adolescent, remains, although no precise age, or sex,
estimations could be made. No pathological lesions were observed.

C.3.33 With a total weight of 844.1g, deposit 13611 was the largest. This also came from the
largest of the pit features (1.1m wide). Although the weight falls within the range
expected for archaeologically recovered deposits (600—900g, McKinley 2013, 154),
it is unknown how much bone may have been lost as a result of
disturbance/truncation. Aside from cremated bone, it is clear that the deposit also
included pyre debris, with the surrounding matrix also including charcoal and burnt
stone fragments. The observation, during excavation, that the natural around the
south-western edge of the deposit was heat-affected, indicates that the remains were
still very hot when they were deposited, presumably having been tipped into the pit
from this side. It was considered that the feature may have represented the very base
of an in situ cremation pyre pit, the upper part having been truncated by
plough/machine, but this seems unlikely given that only the south-western edge of
the remaining feature exhibited evidence for heating.

C.3.34 Interpretation of deposits 13612 and 13614 is difficult. As noted above, the upper fills
were mixed on the surface, it only becoming apparent that there were two separate
features as the upper parts of the deposits were removed. The total weights of the
discrete deposits were 547.9g (13612) and 117.7g (13614), both below the expected
range for archaeologically recovered cremation deposits (see above, McKinley 2013,
154). However, a significant quantity of bone (229.4g) was recovered from the mixed
material and it is not known how much of this derived from each deposit.
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C.3.35 When the proportions of each skeletal region represented within the discrete deposits
(13612 and 13614) were calculated, an interesting pattern was noted. An unusually
low proportion of skull fragments was noted in deposit 13612, compared with a
notably high proportion of skull fragments within deposit 13614. Conversely, a notably
high proportion of lower limb bones was identified in deposit 13612, with no lower
limb bones positively identified within 13614 at all. It is, of course, unclear how the
quantities of skull and lower limb bone fragments within the mixed material from these
deposits would affect these figures, but it is tempting to suggest that the two features
may in fact contain remains from the same individual, the different skeletal regions
being split between the features. It is assumed that the mixing of deposits 13612 and
13614 simply occurred due to plough disturbance of two closely adjacent pits. Whilst
this seems like the most likely scenario, it should not be discounted that the
apparently separate features were in fact all that remained of a single feature,
appearing falsely as separate features due to a markedly undulating base and the
sides of the pit largely being lost due to truncation by ploughing. If this were the case,
then the observed patterns in skeletal representation between deposits 13612 and
13614 would indicate that the remains had been placed in some sort of order within
the feature.

C.3.36 As with 13611, both 13612 and 13614 contained charcoal and burnt stone, indicating
that pyre debris formed part of the deposit/s. The south-western edge of pit 13609
(containing 13612) also comprised heat-affected natural, as seen in pit 13610
(containing 13611). As noted above, this indicates that the material was hot when it
was deposited. If none of these features are in situ pyre pits (indeed, the archaeology
does not seem to support this), then the pyre site/s must have been nearby, the
remains having been buried quickly after the end of the cremation process.

C.3.37 Overall, the bones from all deposits were predominantly white (fully oxidised). This
indicates that the corpse/s would have been placed on the pyre in such a way as to
maintain a consistent high temperature and oxygen supply (McKinley 2013, 158),
enabling a temperature in excess of 600°c (McKinley 2004, 11). A high proportion of
fully oxidised bone is a common observation in archaeological cremation burials
(McKinley 2006, 84). The few non-white fragments in deposit 13612, representing
lower temperatures, included a hand phalanx and it may be that these elements were
closer to the edges of the pyre, where such high temperatures had perhaps not been
reached.

C.3.38 It is recommended that these remains are retained for future research, given the
potential for further works in the surrounding area, at which point it may be beneficial
to carry out radiocarbon dating. Dating would allow for further discussion of their
significance in the archaeological record. All deposits have suitable fragments for
dating.

C.3.39 The assemblage is currently held at Oxford Archaeology under Ministry of Justice
burial licence 19-0317. This licence is valid until 8th December 2025, by which time
the remains must have been reburied. In the event that the remains are not ready for
reburial by this time the licence should be deferred by application to the Ministry of
Justice. Deferring the licence so that the human bone can be deposited with a local
museum is recommended, considering the future research potential.
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Appendix E  Abbreviations and Glossary

ADS Archaeology Data Service. Digital archaeological archive

CDM Construction Design Manual. Health and safety guidance for the construction industry
CPD Continuing Professional Development

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

DBA Desk Based Assessment. Detailed assessment of archaeology and other aspects of the
historic environment

DCO Development Consent Order

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment. Detailed study of environmental impacts as directed
under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)

Regulations 2017 following on from EU Directive EIA Directive (85/337/EEC)

ES Environmental Statement. The principal environmental report detailing environmental
impacts within an EIA

GPS Global Positioning System

HER Historic Environment Record

LTC Lower Thames Crossing

MCIfA Member of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

MoRPHE Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment

NMP National Mapping Programme. A study of aerial photographs and digitisation of resulting
data into GIS. Originally funded by Historic England

OASIS Online Access to the Index of archaeological investigations.

The OASIS project brings together a number of strategic partners: the Archaeology Data
Service, Historic England, Historic Environment Scotland, and the Royal Commission on
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales under the umbrella of the University of

York

OCN Old County Number. Historic England’s reference for material that is not readily-available
online and may represent historic archaeological work that consists of paper archives or
has yet to be formally reported on

PINS Planning Inspectorate

RAMS Risk Assessment Method Statement

SMC Scheduled monument consent

TDR Trusted Digital Repository

UKIC United Kingdom Institute for Conservation

WSI Written Project of Investigation. A detailed method statement for archaeological work
WSL - Western Southern Link

The Western Southern Link (WSL) is an alternative for Short List Routes 2, 3 and 4 to the

south of the River Thames.
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Appendix F Site Summary

Site name: Lower Thames Crossing Archaeological Evaluation Report for
Trial Trenching of Land Parcels 3 (North), 30 and 35, Land
Bordering the A13 at Orsett, Essex

Site code: LTC6T20

Grid Reference NGR 564149, 180821

Type: Evaluation

Date and duration: 28th September to 27th October 2020
Area of Site 32.7ha

Location of archive:

The archive from LTC3020 (Land Parcels 3, 30 and 35) will form part of the overall trial
trenching scheme archive. This will be deposited in a repository consistent with the
standards required by the Museums and Galleries Commission following completion of the
archaeological phase of this project. This may either be with the local receiving museum in
Thurrock or, if no such repositories are available, with a repository for the whole project
designated by LTC. LTC retain the overall responsibility for the successful deposition of the
project archive.

Currently, the archive is held at Oxford Archaeology’s head office, Janus House, Osney
Mead, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX2 OES. Oxford Archaeology will store the archive for LTC for
a maximum period of two years following the completion of the project. If the storage of the
archive at OA’s office extends past this period, an extension to the storage period and final
deposition timetable will be reviewed by OA and LTC and agreed with the major
stakeholders.

Summary of Results:

Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Balfour Beatty to undertake a trial
trench evaluation of Land Parcels 3, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 103, 104 and 107 covered by WSI
G of the Lower Thames Crossing Pre-Enabling Works. These Land Parcels are located
either side of the A13, to the south and east of Orsett within the county of Essex and
Thurrock unitary authority (NGR 564149, 180821). A total of 167 trenches were dug and
recorded between 28th September and 27th October 2020 across Land Parcels 3, 30 and
35. Land Parcels 31, 32, 34, 103, 104, and 107 were not accessible during this phase of
fieldwork.

The evaluation revealed a range of archaeological activity dating from the early Neolithic
onwards. A single pit containing early Neolithic pottery and flint was recorded in the north-
east corner of Land Parcel 30 and residual artefacts of the same date were also recovered
from the same area. The evaluation revealed scattered evidence for Bronze Age and Iron
Age settlement, predominantly from Land Parcel 30, but across all three parcels. This was
represented by a low density of small ditches and discrete features with small quantities of
finds dating to these periods, providing an indication of dispersed settlement and associated
field systems through the later prehistoric period, although the limited size of the pottery
assemblage and lack of diagnostic pieces has made it difficult to determine the periods of
activity more precisely.

Rectilinear cropmarks indicating ditched enclosures around Heath Place and Hornsby Lane
were confirmed to be Roman in date. The main phase of occupation took place from the
early Roman period and peaked by the end of the 3rd century with little to no evidence that
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it continued into the 4th century. Evidence from Trenches 135 to 150 revealed that the
activity was well-defined within the ditched enclosures, and concentrations of pits and
postholes with associated finds assemblages clearly demonstrate domestic settlement.
Evidence for associated industrial activities is limited, based on the artefact assemblages
and environmental evidence, but trial trenching from Hornsby Lane to the south and east
has shown that these enclosures were linked to both pottery production and agricultural
economies. The rectilinear system of cropmarks to the north of the A13 are likely to be of
Roman date and also indicate a focus on an agricultural economy, but due to their peripheral
location very few of these features provided reliable dating evidence.

Archaeological evidence for the post-Roman period was sparse and consisted of a single
pit of early/middle Anglo-Saxon date in Trench 76, a medieval pit in Trench 104 and late
medieval pottery from a ditch in Trench 114. During the post-medieval period, the site was
almost entirely used for agricultural activity.

A large number of undated features were also recorded from across the different Land
Parcels. These included three unurned cremation burials in Trench 136 but also many pits,
postholes and ditches.
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Figure 2: Trench layout and cropmark features, Land Parcels 3 (North), 30 and 35
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Figure 3: Trench layout showing archaeological features and cropmarks, Land Parcel 30 and 3 (North)
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Figure 5: Detailed plan of Trenches 146-50

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032 Page 198 of 245

Rev: P01



Section 14600
W E

22.91mOD
N

SSE NNW
22.94m0D
7N

\\10.0.10.86\invoice codes i thru g\Lcodes\LTCLower Thames Crossing\LTC30EV*mw*19.01.21

Section 14800 Section 14801

NW SE NW SE
22.85m0OD

7N
-~ 14803 ~—
14805 14804
14802

oxford
D J

22.73mOD
N

animal burrow
14810

Section 14802

W
22.82mOD
7N

Section 14900

NE SW 55 48moD
7as

14902

Section 15000

22.48mOD
N

Key:
() stone

1:25

Figure 6: Sections, Trenches 146-50
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Figure 7: Detailed plan of Trenches 141-5
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Figure 8: Sections, Trenches 141-3 and 145
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Figure 9: Detailed plan of Trenches 134-7, 139 and 140
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Figure 11: Detailed plan of Trenches 120-2
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Figure 12: Detailed plan of Trenches 156, 165 and 192
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Figure 14: Detailed plan of Trenches 172-4 and 176
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Figure 15: Sections, Trenches 172, 174 and 176
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Figure 16: Detailed plan of Trenches 169, 170, 177, 179 and 183-4
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Figure 17: Sections, Trenches 177, 179 and 183-4
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Figure 18: Detailed plan of Trenches 186-9
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Figure 19: Sections, Trenches 186-8
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Figure 20: Detailed plan of Trenches 40, 42-4, 46-8 and 51
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Figure 21: Sections, Trenches 40, 42-3, 46-8 and 51
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Figure 22: Detailed plan of Trenches 56, 58, and 61-2
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Figure 24: Detailed plan of Trenches 66, 69, 70 and 72-5
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Figure 27: Sections, Trenches 71, 76 and 90
Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032 Page 220 of 245
Rev: P01



Crossing\010Geomatics\03 GIS Projects - LTC3020\Figures\LTC3020_Figure28.mxd*caroline.souday*29/01/2021

Lower_Thames

\10.0.10.86\Projects\\LTCEV.

000795 —

/ /
N[ site limit fojme
[ Evaluation trench i '
(oIl Trench base
Il Archaeological features

|:| Intervention

—— Section

[ | Natural/Geology
Cropmarks

\ A\ 7806
180650 \\\, ﬂ/{

= 180600

—_Tr80
7

—J

—
050796 —
00196 —

s.10500

0 1:500 @A3 50 m

. \ .

\
\
\

\»

\

\\‘\Tr 99

Tr107

051195 —

1
Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2020, provided by client

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032
Rev: P01

Figure 28: Detailed plan of Trenches 78, 105-6 and 112-14
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Figure 29: Sections, Trenches 78, 105-6 and 112-14
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Figure 30: Detailed plan of Trenches 98-100 and 108
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Figure 32: Detailed plan of Trenches 83-6 and 92-3
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Figure 33: Sections, Trenches 83-5 and 93
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Figure 34: Detailed plan of Trenches 88, 95-6, 102-4 and 111
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Figure 35: Sections, Trenches 88, 95, 96, 102 and 104
Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032 Page 228 of 245
Rev: P01



Crossing\010Geomatics\03 GIS Projects - LTC3020\Figures\LTC3020_Figure36.mxd*caroline.souday*29/01/2021

EV_Lower_Thames,

\\10.0.10.86\Projects\\LTC

181350

181300

181250 I:I Site limit

1 Evaluation trench

(22211 Trench base

1 Evaluation trench, not excavated
Il ~rchacological features

[ ] Intervention

—— Section

[ Cropmarks

9G —

Tr2

\

Tr3

058795 —

00895 —

0 1:600 @A3 50 m

00695 —

1
Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2020, provided by client

Document Number: HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00032
Rev: P01

Figure 36: Detailed plan of Trenches 1, 5-7, 14, 15 and 17
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Figure 37: Sections,Trenches 1, 5-7, 15 and 17
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Figure 38: Detailed plan of Trenches 8-11, 13 and 22
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Figure 39: Sections, Trenches 8-10, 13 and 22
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Figure 40: Detailed plan of Trenches 24, 25, and 27
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Figure 41: Sections,Trenches 24, 25 and 27
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Figure 42: Detailed plan of Trenches 31-5
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Figure 43: Sections, Trenches 31, 33 and 34
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Plate 1: Trench 148, looking east

Plate 2: Ditch 15002, looking south-east
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Plate 3: Section 14100 through ditches in Trench 141, looking south

Plate 4: Ditch 14309, looking west
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Plate 5: Ditch 14002, looking north-east

Plate 6: Cremation 13610, looking north-west
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Plate 7: Ditch 13502, looking north-east

Plate 8: Ditch 18606, looking west
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Plate 9: Posthole 4313, looking east

Plate 10: Pit 7603, looking east
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Plate 11: Feature 9804, looking south-west

Plate 12: Ditch 8406, looking south
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Plate 13: Pit 10404, looking north-west

Plate 14: Pottery dump in pit 10404
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Plate 15: Ditches 11104 and 11106, looking north

Plate 16: Postholes 103, 105 and 107, looking north-west
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Plate 17: Pit or posthole 703, looking east

Plate 18: Ditch 3105, looking north
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Summary

Oxford Archaeology was commissioned by Balfour Beatty on behalf of LTC to
undertake a trial trench evaluation of Land Parcel 3 of the Lower Thames Crossing
Pre-Enabling Works. Land Parcel 3, also known as Hornsby Lane, is located ¢ 100m
east of the hamlet of Orsett Heath within the county of Essex and Thurrock unitary
authority (NGR 564442 180214). The evaluation comprised the excavation of 116
trenches that were accessible out of a total of 166 trench locations specified in the
written scheme of investigation. The fieldwork was completed between the 7th
December 2019 and the 15th January 2020.

The evaluation identified the shallow remains of a putative mortuary enclosure in the
north-west corner of the site. The ditches associated with this feature survived to a
maximum depth of up to 0.23m and contained no dating evidence or other artefactual
evidence to inform the interpretation.

Thirty-four sherds of late Neolithic/early Bronze Age pottery were found in a ditch
terminus or pit in Trench 18 in western part of the site. The pottery from this feature
included large fragments of a beaker vessel.

Several late Bronze Age/early Iron Age features were identified on the site. This
included a NW-SE aligned ditch in Trench 42, a north-south aligned ditch in Trench 78
and a possible curvilinear ditch in Trench 114.

A putative Roman settlement was located on the site, with cropmark evidence that
extended beyond the evaluation area identifying a large NW-SE aligned enclosure
with an associated trackway, internal subdivisions and further enclosures to the south-
east. This was confirmed by the current investigation, which encountered Roman
pottery in several of the ditches, along with late Iron Age/early Roman domestic activity
in the area of Trenches 39-45. The large, main enclosure with associated trackway
was possibly created in the early to mid-Roman period and was then recut several
times. It is likely that settlement activity continued in the eastern part of this enclosure
(Trenches 39-45) during the middle to later Roman period. Trenches 45 and 47 in the
south-eastern part of the enclosure contained several pottery kilns. This settlement
appears to have been involved in arable and pastoral farming, crop processing, pottery
production and possibly butchery of animals on an industrial scale. This enclosure may
have continued in use until the later Roman period. The NW-SE aligned field
boundaries and trackway in the southern part of the site were undated but may be
contemporary with the main enclosure.

Trenches 40 and 43 in the central, northern part of the site uncovered a colluvial layer
and in both cases this layer contained Roman pottery. These trenches are located in
an area of dry valley, where the colluvial layer may have acted as a protective layer,
preserving this part of the site from truncation from modern arable farming.

The evaluation identified numerous individual features, including a large quarry pit in
the north-western corner of the site, although this was undated. In terms of the other
pit-like features that were shown as cropmarks, the majority of these were not
identified within the trenches and are likely to have been variations in the natural
geology. It is also possible that the aerial survey identified pits that may have been
shallow and modern ploughing may have wholly truncated these features.
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A later post-medieval ENE-WSW field boundary was identified in the eastern part of
the site along with a north-south post-medieval trackway. These features may be
associated with Heath Place, the farm to the east of Hornby Lane.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Project details and scope of work

1.1.1  The Lower Thames Crossing Project is located between the A2 in Kent an